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“LHE- AUTOCAR”
TESTS

No. 52.—21-60 h.p. WOLSELEY SALOON.
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Quick Acceleration and a Wide Range of Top Gear Performance Features of
Interesting New Model.

NTERESTING as is the design of the new 21-60 h.p.
Wolseley saloon, the road performance is more so.
It does not matter if the surface be good or bad, the

road flat, uphill or downhill, the Wolseley swings its
steady way onward, runs almost continuously on top
gear, speeds up or slows down in response fo a light
touch from the driver’s foot. The top gear performance
beloved of most drivers very definitely exists. Indeed,
the two outstanding points are the smooth and power-
ful acceleration given by the large six-cylinder engine,
and the equally smooth and powerful arresting qualities
of the hydraulic brakes.

The car tested was brand new, so that the perform-
ance figures are probably -
below the capabilities of the
car when well run in. Figures,
however, do not necessarily
tell the whole story of a car,
for the manner of road per-
formance is as important as
extreme capabilities. All that
this car does is done really
well. For example, accelera-
tion: with the exception of
the normal impulses which
can be felt when accelerating
fully from dead slow the
engine is very smooth indeed,
and also quiet.

Moreover, the acceleration
is brisk all the way up the
scale; it does not tail off at
the higher speeds. Then the

brakes are another outstanding point, for they work very
smoothly, betray no tendency to lock any one wheel
when applied violently, and need only light pressure on
the pedal. On the transmission is an auxiliary brake
operated by the central lever ; this, too, is powerful and,
though intended primarily as a parking brake, could
give a good account of itself in an emergency down a
steep hill.

First and second would rarely be used except in very
difficult country. The car will climb a 1 in 10 gradient
easily on top gear, and such a hill can be approached
slowly with a great deal in hand for acceleration on the
gradient. It is possible to come up behind a slow-

moving vehicle on a grade of
this nature, keep pace behind
it, and then accélerate and
pass it, still on top gear. Hills
of the 1 in 6 order are easily
tackled on third, the car
settling down to a steady 20 to
30 m.p.h. Because of the
newness of the car tried the
- gear change was a little awk-
ward, being easy enough to
accomplish, but not too easy
to perform in dead silence.
The indirect gears were not so
quiet as they might have been.
The gear lever is very long
and comes comfortably to the

hand.

The clutch is smooth, and
starting on third gear is per-
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fectly easy. though not a
habit altogether to be re-
commended with any car.
The steering, being fairly
low geared, is light, and
the car does not tend to
wander at high speeds.
No trace of wheel wobble
or kick-back is noticeable.

In general, the riding of
the car is out of the ordi-
nary. There is no doubt
that the extra rigidity of
the frame and steel body
makes a difference in this
connection. (A descrip-
tion of the chassis appears
on pages 996-7.) The
. car feels solid. That is
not to suggest that it is
cumbersome, for it cer-
tainly is not, but it is
meant to stand rough go-
ing. The rear springs are
supple, and hence on flat
roads at high speeds the
shock absorbers are best
tightened up. The capa-
city of the car for high-
speed cruising is, by the
way, remarkable.  The
road holding is good.

As regards general de-
tail there are a number of
practical features.  The
wings are strong and large,
with deep wvalances, and
have ribs moulded along
their edges to stiffen them.
Between the front
wings is a stout
cross-bar  which
supports them
and also carries
the electrically
controlled di p-
ping-beam head
lamps. A switch =
on the off-side !
screen pillar con- | 8§
trols these lamps. | @
The side lamps %
are carried on the
edges of the front
wings, not at the
centre.  Buffers
are provided fore
and aft, whilst at
the back is a fold-
ing pressed steel

luggage grid.

.

From the point of view of accessibility the engine is

abs/utme,

“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

21-60 h.p. WOLSELEY SALOON.

ENGINE
SVieriNG
AND ¢ ONTROL

STARTER
LEVER SWITCH

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

21-60 h.p., six cylinders, 75: 101 mm. (2,677 c.c.).

Tax, £21.

Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 8in.

Overall length 14ft. 9in., width 5ft. 10in., height 6ft. 4in.
Tyres : 31x5.25in. on detachable steel wheels.

POSITIONS

Tank capacity 15 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set.

Weight : 27 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £425.

21 FEET FROM 25 MPH ‘\i
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the forward side of the
dash, the oil filler and dip-
stick are close together on
the off side of the engine,
and there is a drain cock
in the lowest part of the
water system. The start-
ing motor is particularly
quiet in action, is well up
to its work, and starts the
engine easily enough from
cold.

In outward appearance
the steel-built four-door
six-light saloon is trans-
atlantic, but quite shapely
with its easy curves and
general balance. The sides
drop a little way below the
top level of the frame, and
the frame itself takes the
place of a valance. As a
piece of metal construc-
tion this body is quite a
work of art. It is up-
holstered in neat cloth,
with leather for the seat

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.). cushions. Each of the
21.58 o2 — T
11.4 36 9 sec. six lights can be opened
e ol P | el by means of a winding

handle, . and there are
blinds for the rear quarter
lights as well as a blind
controlled by the driver
for the rear window.
The windscreen is in one
panel, opens on out-
riggers, and has a visor
above it. The front seats

are of bucket type, are instantly adjustable, and have

high, curved backs.

There are arm rests for the back
seats and also an adjustable foot rail.
Wolseley will arouse much interest.

This new
It is a fine car.
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well arranged, with transversely mounted magneto and
dynamo ; the carburetter is not screened by other fit-
tings, fuse and junction boxes are carried high up on

(Left) Rear view, showing the substantial grid.
of the new car.

(Above) Interior
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