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ROAD

No. 45.—16-45
Very Well-behaved and

T is a feature of the 16-45 h.p. six-cylinder Wolseley
Sportsman’s coupé that all “its work is performed
gracefully. The car is very well behaved, is com-

fortable, and unflurried. It has a genuine Weymann
flexible body, primarily intended to scat two persons
with plenty of room, and four at a pinch, the extra
passengers being accommodated on hard seats which
can, at other times, be folded out of the way so as to

leave a large space under cover for the housing of -

sporting impedimenta.

The car is not a specially fast one, but it can cover
the ground as quickly as most, and has the advantage
of being comfortable and soothing in its progression,
so that its occupants arrive at their journey’s end un-
hurried and serene. Comfortable springing is perhaps
the car’s outstanding virtue, and the next is good
braking.

The four wheel brakes are cable-operated, and they
are coupled together right-front to right-rear, left-
front to left-rear, and between them is a
balance gear. The brakes stop the car
very steadily and firmly. Adjustment also
is casy, for the main butterfly on the brake
pedal is exposed when the right side of the
bonnet is lifted. There are also individual
adjustments for each brake, and through
separate cables the hand lever operates
separate shoes in the rear wheel drums.

From the first an occupant of the body
is impressed by two features: the amount
of room there is in front round -about the
knees, for the separate bucket front seats
work in easily adjustable fittings, and can
be set well back ; and the feeling of sitting
well inside the body rather than on it, for
the scuttle is high; also, being of Wey-
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h.p. WOLSELEY COUPE
Comfortable Six-cylinder Production.

mann construction, the body is quiet and should
remain so almost indefinitely.

The driver finds also that he can enter casily by the
right-hand door, because the brake lever, although on
the right, lies almost flat when *‘ off,”” and does not
get in the way. The change-speed lever is very long
and the knob is almost level with the rim of the steer-
ing wheel, which makes for a convenient, as well as
a light, change; indeed, all the force necessary for
changing gear can be exerted through one finger hooked
:\ighgy round the slender end of the lever below the
<nob.

In the matter of smooth take-up the plate clutch is
one of the best of its kind, and does not go finally
home with a ““ bump,”” as do some of its brethren. On
the indirect gears there is but little noise, and for this
rcason hill-climbing is pleasant. A straight 1 in 10
hill can be climbed easily on top gear. Such a hill
was tried in two styles, the first time rushing the foot
at 47 m.p.h., and swinging oVer the crest
at 28 m.p.h., the second time approach-
ing the foot sedately at 34 m.p.h., and
topping the crest at 22 m.p.h. These tests
show a fair latitude in flexibility to suit
different methods of driving. :

Hills of the 1 in 6 order needed a drop
eventually into second gear, and were sur-
mounted at 22 m.p.h. Gear changing on
hills is easy. Downhill, heavy pressure on
the brake pedal is not necessary to hold
the car at a steady speed.

Steering is light and reasonably free
from road shock, but to some drivers it
may feel a trifle ““ spongy,” at all events
for fastish cornering. The car has a good
lock for its size, and is easy to manceuvre
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in dense traffic and con-
lined spaces.

There is not much noise
or vibration from the en-
gine, only a gentle whirr-
mg sound and a faint
tremor. The engine is
never fussy or harsh, and
this is one of the most
pleasant features of the
car. The maximum speed
on top gear is given in the
table as 55 m.p.h. This
is a speed which easily
can be reached at any
time, but in favourable
conditions another five
miles an hour can be dis-
covered.

When the left side of
the bonnet is raiced, a
clean overhead-valve en-
gine with an overhead
camshaft is revealed; the
S.U." carburetter is well
out of the way of obstruc-
tions, and is easy to
reach. The exhaust pipe
runs down at the front of
the engine, and is well
away from the floor-
boards. A sensible point
is the provision of a water
drain cock at the base
of the cylinder jacket,

*THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(coptinued).
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= 16-45 h.p. WOLSE' EY COUPE.

DATA F.R THE DRIVER.

16-45 h.p., six cylinders, 65 <101 mm. (2,025 c.c.).

Tax, £16.

Wheelbase 9ft. 9in., track 4ff. Sin.

Overall length 14ft. 67in., width 5ft. 10!in., height 6ft, 2lin.

Tyres: 30 4.75in. on d hable steel wheel
Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10=30 m.p.h.).
21.4 — S
13 39 9 sec.
8.6 -2 11 sec.
5.57 55 15 sec.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 12-2¢ m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set.

Weight: 25 cwt. 2 qr.

Price, with Sportsman's coupé body, £399.

April 26th, 1929.

. one side and that of the
. magneto on the other.

Under the bonnet on the
right side, the oil filler and
the dipstick are to be
found at the side of the
crank case. The sparking
plugs are mounted diagon-
ally in the cylinders, and
are easy to handle with a
box spanner. There is an
engine oil cleaner. It may
also be mentioned that the
batterics are carried by the
chassis, and are situated-
under a trap door in the
floor of the rear compart-
ment. The latest Lucas
Biflex lamps with dipping
reflectors are provided,
and front and rear buffers
are standard.

The body is compact,
and lies practically within
the wheelbase. It has a
wide door on each side, in
which is a winding win-

~ dow, whilst the low wind-

screen can be opened. The
equipment includes hide
upholstery, a rear window
blind operated from
the driver’s seat,  roof
lamp, Smith mechanical
screen wiper, and other

whereby the wise man can
avoid a cracked casting on

fittings. The instrument
board is set back some

very frosty nights. On

24 FEET TROM 25 MPH

this side is an oil filter
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under pressure; this cun °

be cleaned without emptying the engine base. There
is a transverse drive at the front of the engine, so that
the business end of the dynamo is casily accessible on

little way under the
scuttle, and carries, be- :
sides the wuswal instru-

ments, a fuel gauge. At the back of the car is a large
box for suitcases, and above it a tray in which the
tools are carried.

No. 46.—12-40 h.p. LEA-FRANCIS “ULSTER” SALOON

A Sound and Sturdy Chassis with a Roomy, Comfortable Body.

NE of the most strongly ‘marked features of the

present day 12-40 h.p. touring type Lea-Francis

1s the excellent way in which it holds the road.
It is one of those cars that definitely sits down on
curves ; also it is very steady at speed on the straight.
Yet these advantages have not been obtained at the
expense of the springing, the suspension being quite
comfortable for an occupant of the back, as well as
of the front seat.

Another good point is the steering, which is free from
road shock, positive, rather on the high geared side,
and a shade heavy. Then the brakes call for special
mention. The recent introduction of an extra stiff
cross-tube carried on ball bearings—an unusual pro-
vision—has resulted in lessening the pressure which
has to be exerted on the pedal, and consequently the
brakes can be applied powerfully without much “effort
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on the driver’s part. They pull the car up smartly,
smoothly and evenly. The four-wheel set is non-com-
pensated, and easy adjustment is provided by flynuts
on the tie-rods of the front axle set, and by other fy-
nuts concealed beneath a leather valance for the back
seat. For the hand brake there is a flynut below the
end of the lever, and this is not very accessible.

Of the four-cylinder overhead-valve engine it may
be said that it is very willing, and one that pulis
strongly. It ““ plugs ’’ away on hills, and is capable
of a good showing on the lower gears. The top gear
ratio of the car when fitted with 29 x sin. tyres is a
trifle higher than the average for its type, and if this
detracts a little from the briskness of acceleration on
top, it adds something to the pleasantness of cruising
at speeds of the 40 to 45 m.p.h. order.

The indirect gears are reasonably quiet, as also is
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