392

ROAD

August 29th, 1930.

“THE AUTOCAR”
TESTS

No.

71.—WOLSELEY

VIPER SALOON.

Easy Riding, Smooth Running, Lively Performance, and General Refinement
the Features of a Highly Interesting New Model.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Wolseley Viper saloon compared with a 47-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

OME car users set store by speed, some by quiet-
S ness, some by acceleration, and some by comfort.
Each one of these points is strong in the new
Wolseley Viper, of which a full chassis description ap-
pears later in this issue. Easily capable of 60 m.p.h.,
it is not at all noisy, accelerates smoothly and
rapidly, holds the road well, and rides most comfort-
ably at all speeds, and over poor as well as good sur-
faces. There is room in it for five adults, and the
back seats are nearly as pleasant as are those in front.
The running of the engine is smooth at all speeds,
there being no noticeable points of vibration or of
noise.  Acceleration
is even and regular,
and there is no feel-
ing of rumbling or
putting forth effort
when accelerating
hard.

One of the notice-
able things about
the car is the wide
range of comfortable
cruising speed. Set-
ting down to a
steady 30 m.p.h.
there is sense of
well-being ; increase
the speed to 40, no
change; further in-
crease it to 50, still
no change. This
means that the aver-
age driver will be
able to secure high

average speeds from place to place without sense of
strain either to himself or to his passengers. The car
tested was a steel saloon, and the body was pleasantly
quiet, whatever the speed.

As a car to drive the Viper is distinctly pleasant. It
has a special type of worm and worm-wheel steering
which gives a clean steering direction, returns to the
straight automatically, and conveys little road shock
back to the hands. The controls generally are very
conveniently placed ; the gear lever is long and comes
readily to the hand, and the driving position should be
comfortable for tall or for short people.

All three pedals
work lightly, and
the clutch takes up
its drive with suffi-
cient smoothness to
permit a start from
rest to be made on
second or even top
gear. The gear
change presents no
special difficulties, it
will respond to the
normal methods of
the capable gear
changer, but is strong
enough to stand the
mild crashing which
it may receive from

_ the inexpert.

The unusual posi-
tion of the hand-
brake lever, which
lies mid-way between
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the seats and is almost on the
floor, allows easy access to the
driving seat from the left side.

Like all Lockheed hydraulic
braking systems, the four wheel
brakes on the Wolseley work
very nicely, the amount of pres-
sure on the pedal required in all
ordinary circumstances is but
little, and the brakes themselves
go on smoothly and powerfully.
There are, of course, the usual
adjustments for setting the
clearance of the shoes from the
drums on each one of the four
pairs.

The hand brake operates
shoes in the drums on the rear
wheels through cables. There
are adjustments for this at the
end of each cable attachment to
the lever on the cam spindle for each drum A brake
of this sort is something more than a mere parking
brake, and can be used constantly without trouble.
It might be added that the minimum stopping distances
attained with the four wheel brake set were not accom-

The dynamo being mounted
vertically and used as a portion
of the camshaft drive, the
brushes are situated fairly high
up as regards the engine, and
should be easy to get at for
adjustment. The carburetter,
too, is high and not screened
by any other component. On
the left of the engine the start-
. ing motor is spigoted into one
of the bearer arms, and the
brushes of this component also
- are easily reached.

- The cooling system includes
a fan driven by a link beit,
and on the fan spindle is a
water impeller. The belt ten-
sion can be adjusted by means
of a split expanding pulley on

’ the front end of the crankshaft.
The contact breaker and distributor unit, being diagon-
ally driven, is placed where the moving elements can
easily be seen., On the same side of the dashboard
is the fuse and cut-out box for the lighting set.” It
is interesting to note regarding the lighting set that the

panied by a tendency to swerve from the normal course.

Mention has been made
of the flexibility of the en-
gine. A good instance of
its capabilities can be
gauged from the fact that
a gradient of 1 in 10 With
a series of curves was
climbed easily on top
gear, although the speed
at the foot was carefuily
kept down to mnear 20
m.p.h. This means that
the necessity for gear
changing in the ordinary
way would be reduced to
a minimum, even in the
case of a
cautious driver.

As regards the ease of
maintenance of the car,
such features as may need
attention are well arranged.
The batteries are to be
found by lifting a trap
door under the driver’s
seat, whilst the tools are
in a similar compartment
below the front passenger’s
seat. Chassis lubrication
is by grease gun. On the
left side of the engine is
the oil filler and by the
side of it a-dipstick, whilst
on the opposite side is the
main oil filter ; the strainer
can be removed for clean-
ing without losing more
than a few drops of oil.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

15.7 h.p., six cylinders, 65 .: 101 mm. (2,025 c.c.).

Tax £16.

Wheelbase 9ft. 9in., track 4ft. 8in. ?

Overall length 14ft. 4}in., width 5ft. 8in., height 5it. 11in.
Tyres: 28in. x 5.25in. on detachable wire wheels
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed.

ear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
7.48 to 1 —

9.62to 1 10} sec.

525t0 1 113 sec. 61.64 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 43ft. 5in.

Tank capacity 12 gallons; fuel consumption 21 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 12 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 27 cwt. 1 gr. |
Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £299; fabric saloon, £285.
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dip and switch head lamps are mounted in a way

which enables the direc-
tion of the beams to be
adjusted according to in-
dividual preference.

The radiator has no

- visible filler cap; instead,

the cap is under the bon-
net and enters the header
tank. Incidentally, proper
radiator shutters are fitted,
and the action of these is
automatically  controlled

b]y a thermostat which is .
so

situated in the header
tank.

As the body is in nc
way cramped for space,
there is room- to employ
comfortable seats with
cushions and squabs set
to the correct angles. In-
deed, both, front and rear
seats are particularly com-
fortable. The front seats,
which are separate, are
instantly adjustable for
reach to suit occupants of
different heights.

To sum up, the car has
a very distinct individu-
ality and its appearance
is entirely its own. It is
thoroughly modern in con-
ception, and its harmoni-
ous lines are in keeping
with the good style for
which the Wolseley name
has become well known.
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