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The New WOLSELEY HORNET SPORTS

An Attractive Two-seater, the Outstanding Features of Which
are Smoothness, Good Brakes and Excellent Road Holding

NOT long ago the Wolseley con-
cern created something in the
nature ofia furore when the Hornet
was originally announced. Since
then a modified edition has been pro-
duced which, with larger bodywork
and a general reshaping of certain
minor but nevertheless important
points in the design of the coach-
work, gives just that extra amount
of passenger accommodation that it
was felt the chassis warranted. We

WOLSELEY HORNET SPQRTS TWO-
SEATER

are now able to announce an entirely

new sports model of the same.

marque which, with decidedly at-
tractive lines, has a power-weight
ratio such that it is able to live up
to its title of a *“ sports model.”

Although the chassis is substan-
tially the same as the normal pro-
duct, it “feels” different when being
driven, for the bodywork, which is
very nicely streamlined, offers con-
siderably less resistance to motion
at high speeds, and as it is of light
weight the characteristic of liveli-
ness is present to a marked degree.
Despite this excellent all-round per-
formance, however, the smoothness
in running which has been a promi-
nent feature in all Hornet models
since they were originally introduced
has not been affected. Indeed, the
open body accentuates the impres-
sion of effortless travel, for at all
speeds of which the car is capable
the power unit operates so smoothly
that it is hard to believe that’a
highly efficient six-cylinder engine of
moderate cylinder capacity is work-
ing beneath the bonnet and giving
sufficient power to propel the car at
speeds up to nearly 70 m.p.h.

A three-quarter rear

view and (left)

dimensions of the
body.

As will be seen from the photo-
graphs, the main conception con-
forms to the requirements of a sports

type of body, but at the same time

TYPE: Two - seater sports model;
price £198.

ENGINE: Six cylinders; borc, 57 mm.;
stroke, 83 mm. ; ezadty, 1,271 cc.; :
R.A.C, h.p.; tax £12 3
ovcrhcad valves and camshaft; fall-
pressure lubrication.

TRANSMISSION : Slryh-platc clutch
thr:o-{onm:r s gcarﬁ‘ox, hu;ilt‘ '
central contro en propeller shaft;
spiral bevel ﬂn'afpr v‘: . A

SPEED ON GEARS: Top (4.78 to 1),
66 m.ph. second (8.76 to 1), 1
m.p.h.; ﬂut (15.22 to 1), 22 m.p.h

BRAKES : Pedal operates on all four
wheels by hydraulic sys-
tem. -Hand-lever operates on the rear
wheels only by means of cables.

PETROL CONSUMPTION: At high
speeds, 31 m.p.g:

rt‘zza;:mc CIRCLES : Left and right,

DIMENSIONS : Wheelbase, 7 !.Gilna.;

track, 3 ft. 6 ins.; overall len
11 ft. 1 in.; overall width, 4 ft.2ins.

WOLSELEY MOTORS (1927), LTD.,
Drews Lane, Ward End, Birmingham.

there is really excellent passenger
accommodation. In this way the
manufacturers have tackled the job
from the correct angle, and although
by the very nature of things the occu-
pants of the seats cannot be so well
protected from the elements as in a
closed car, they sit low down in the
body and receive the full benefit of
the sloping Vee-type windscreen.
Furthermore, the streamline shape
of the body helps considerably in
reducing the amount of back
draught.

The latest ideas in sporting lines
are followed, thus, there are no run-
ning boards, and indeed none are
necessary. Shapeliness of the wings
gives the car very nice flowing lines,

“the long return at the back .of both

front and rear guards creating an
impression of “length” which is
such a necessary adjunct to sporting
bodywork. Two doors are fitted,
each being sufficiently wide to allow
easy ingress and egress, as they
hinge from the rear and are sloped
along their front edges; the distance
between the door jamb and the seat
cushion is increased so that there is
plenty of room to manceuvre one’s
feet.

The bonnet line and high scuttle
create an excellent impression both
in so far as external appearance is
concerned and when viewed from the
seats, while the streamlined tail
serves the dual purpose of enhancing
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the appearance and at the same time
forms a useful locker in which to
house the spare wheel and luggage.
Although not shown in the photo-
graphs, a hood of the normal hinged
type is to be fitted on production
cars, so that the occupants should be
well protected in inclement weather.

Immediately one takes the wheel
it is apparent that the car has been
designed by practical motorists, for
the seat and squab are of generous
proportions and are placed at just
the right angle to ensure maximum

support to the thighs and shoulders

without the engine emitting signs of
distress, thus, on a long hill, one
does not have to grind away slowly
if the gradient happens to be too
steep for “top.”

The maximum speed on the level
is about 66 m.p.h., but the ecar has
a very pleasant knack of accelerat-
ing up to 60 m.p.h. very quickly, and
it is this feature that gives the im-
pression of liveliness. Where road
and traffic conditions permit, the
speedometer needle can be kept
constantly above 60 m.p.h. (we

tested the instrument and found it

AmMﬂwdﬁoWohqumﬂSpommoﬂthgm very attractive
and speedy appearance. ,

to make it possible to run long dis-
tances without fatigue. The steer-
ing wheel comes nicely into the lap,
the gear lever can be reached with-
out it being necessary to lean for-
ward, while the pedals are placed
sufficiently far apart to avoid any
possibility of a clumsy driver de-
pressing, say, the accelerator and
brake pedals together,

Good Second Gear Performance.

As might be expected in a car of
such thoroughly modern design as
this Wolseley, engine starting proved
to be almost instantaneous, a mixture
control operated from the facia-
board enabling the engine to be
started without lifting the bonnet.
This control, too, is useful on cold
mornings, because the mixture can
be varied to suit the temperature »f
the engine, although it must be said
that, thanks to thermostatically con-
trolled radiator shutters, warming-
up is a very quick process. Gegr
changing is about as simple as it
could possibly be. It is only neces-
sary to pause slightly with the lever
in neutral when striking a higher
gear, while when changing down at
low or moderate speeds, double-
declutching can be avoided; to ob-
tain a silent change at high speeds,
however, double-declutching is essen-
tial. The second speed ratio is a yery
useful one, because it is possible to
exce]gd 40 m.p.h. on an uphill grade

B

to be nearly correct), and if condi-
tions are at all favourable the needle
can be pushed to the 70 m.p.h. mark
without the power unit becoming in

any way fussy. The acceleration-

graph is a good criterion of hill-
climbing performance. ‘Suffice to say
that, in our opinion, the usual run of
main-road hills can be climbed in top
without any great necessity for rush-

The spare wheel is carried in the boot of
the body.

ing the earlier slopes. On the second
gear of 8,76 to 1 gradients of the
order of 1 in 6 can be surmounted.

Mention must be made of the road-
holding qualities, for no sports car is
worthy of the name unless it can be
cornered fast. In this two-seater
Hornet the exact compromise be-
tween road-spring strength and
damping effect seems to have been
achieved, for the car does not
roll, bounce or pitch on rough road
surfaces, and surprisingly little
shock is felt by the occupants of the
seat. Steering at all times is rock
steady and beautifully light, while
the brakes, which are of the Lock-
heed type, are powerful and accu-
rate in action.

A “close-up " of the cockpit showing the well-spaced foot controls and conveniently
- placed gear and brake levers.



