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WOLSELEY HORNET SALOON
Remarkable Performance of a New Six-cylinder Small Car.

ROM time to time a new car comes along which is
destined to make motoring history. Without ques-
tion the Wolseley Hornet is to be one of them. It

is the realisation of a‘conception to put a small six-

cylinder engine into a

bantam-weight car to carry a body

for four. But that is not all, for, as described elsewhere
in this issue, this particular car has all the most modern
equipment of a large vehicle, from hydraulic brakes to
thermostatically controlled radiator shutters.

To see such a conception brought into being is one
thing ; to try the performance of a car which is quite
the first of a new type proves most extraordinarily in-

teresting.
of the miniature six-
cylinder car, some
for, some against,
but now the pro-
position is proved.
The Hornet has a
really remarkable
performance.
These are the out-
standing points. An
engine very smooth
and sweet, but crisp
in its acceleration,
and quite careless
about the speed at
which it is being
driven. Most cars
have a special
cruising speed, one
at which they settle
down particularly
well. The Hornet
is happy at any
speed within its con-

Savants have argued as to the possibilities

P
i

siderable range.

e of the Wolseley Hornet saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

It can be driven at a crawl on top

gear, will slide up slopes without effort, or will reach
an honest 60 m.p.h., where it seems anxious to do mo
It is the six-cylinder ideal actually realised in a sm

and inexpensive car.

The pitfalls of gas distribution, of

carburation, and of efficiency which are said to lie in
wait for the designer of small sixes appear to have beaen

successfully avoided.

The running is such as to make any admirer of goud
four-cylinder small engines admit that the small six is

definitely worth while,

The Hornet engine is smoother,

quicter at speed, and very much more pleasant in ac-

celeration than a four.

Two different examples were

tested, and both had
the same perform-
ance. At the maxi-
mum of 60 m.p.h.
the car handled
with perfect control,
for that it is a
small " one. Inci-
dentally, the maxi-
mum on second
gear is about 40
m.p.h. ; second gear
is on the noisy side.

One of the special
virtues is the ease of
driving ; the neces-
sity for gear chang-
ing is reduced to a
minimum, The
gear change is not
a particularly diffi-
cult one, and the
gear lever is con-
venient to the hand.
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“THE AUTOCAR”™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

There is a tendency to ‘‘shud-
der’’ when picking up the drive
from rest, which appears to
exist with many single plate
clutches ; otherwise the clutch is
as it should be.

At any speed the steering is
good, so good that a strange
driver is at home with it imme-
diately. Also the Hornet is very
steady on the road, and can be
driven fast with confidence. The
suspension takes little notice of
bad road surfaces, and the car
corners well. The “hydraulic
four wheel brakes are well- up to
the high standard of efficiency of
the Lockheed system ; the pres-
sure required on the brake
pedal is small; the action is
definite and smooth, and emer-

gency stops can be made without undue locking of
wheels. Good brakes are important on so lively a car.

Inside the body, despite the

the two front seats are not cramped. These seats are -
of the bucket type and can be adjusted fore and aft by

undoing a pair of nuts for each

are fitted to all four lights, both panes slide in each

window, and there is an in-

fact that it is compact,

seat. Sliding windows

genious lock to hold them
in the desired position;
thus ventilation of the in-
terior has a considerable
range of adjustment. Itis
typical of the Hornet that
the equipment should in-
clude not only ‘“dip and
switch”’ head lights, but
those of the electrically
controlled type at that, the
switch being mounted on
the instrument board con-
venient to the driver’s right
hand. The only control
on the steering column is
that for the ignition. There
is a throttle-setting device .
carried by the instrument
board, and on the left of
the latter a plunger for the
mixture control.

Incidentally, the hand
brake lever operates me-
chanically the pairs of
shoes on the rear axle, and
is, therefore, * not only
legal, but capable of doing
much more work than
merely acting as a parking
brake.

Brake adjustment is a
simple matter, for all that
has to be done is to re-
plenish the Lockheed fluid
supply of the master
cylinder, and this is

WOLSELEY HORNET SALOON.
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12.08 h.p., six cylinders, 57 x 83 mm. (1,271.3 c.c.).

Tax £12.
Wheelbase 7ft. 6}in., track 3ft. 6in.

Overall length 11ft. lin., width 4ft. 3in., height 5ft. 3in.
Tyres: 4in, for 19in. rims on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
15.22 —
8.76 7% sec,
4.78 13} sec.

Turning circle : 39ft.

Timed speed
over } mile.

62.28 m.p.h.

Tank capacity 5 gallons, fuel consumption 35. m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 14 cwt. 2 gr.
Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £185.

’,

MIXTURE
CONTROL

36 FEET from SOMPH.

achieved simply by filling a
small tank conveniently situated
on the dashboard under the
bonnet on the right side. There
are, of course, the usual adjust-

‘ments for setting the clearance of

the brake shoes on each wheel.
Adjustment of the hand brake is
made by a nut on each side, at
the bottom of each brake lever.

When the right side of the
bonnet is lifted the snap-type cap
of the fuel tank is disclosed, and
by the side of it is a gauge show-
ing the level of the petrol in the
tank. At the side of the engine
is the filling orifice for lubricat-
ing oil, and close to it a dipstick
for measuring the contents of the
sump. Towards the front of the
crank case are the contact-

breaker and distributor, driven by a diagonal spindle,
and easily inspected, whilst the coil is bolted close by.
Under the left side of the bonnet is the cap through
which the radiator is filled. Incidentally, the radiator
has a drain tap with a short piece of pipe on the end
of it arranged to carry the drain well out of the way of
any parts of the engine.

Whilst on the subject of the
radiator, it is worth men-
tioning that the use of a
water impeller, driven from
the fan spindle, together
with a fan and the thermo-
stat - controlled radiator
shutters, produces a very
efficient cooling system.

The carburetter is en-
tirely accessible; the
brushes of the vertically
mounted dynamo can be
reached by slipping down
the cover band, whilst the
brushes of the starting
motor are also easy to get
at. There is a detachable
plug in the housing round
the starting motor driving
pinion, so that the latter
can be lub,rjiéated or cleaned
without difficulty. Also on
the left of the engine is an
oil filter easily detachable
for cleaning. Access to the
batteries is easily achieved
by tipping forward the
driver’s seat and lifting up
a trap-door situated be-
neath it.

When the quality of the
road performance is con-
sidered, and taken also in
conjunction with the com-
pleteness of the equipment,
there is every reason to re-
gard the Hornet as a re-
markable achievement.
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