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67.—21 h.p. WILLYS-KNIGHT SALOON

Value for Money in Improved and Inexpensive Sleeve-valve-engined Car.

HE latest Willys-Knight affords an example of a
car of American origin in which a definite at-
tempt has been made to incorporate features that

are popular in this country. To start with, the new
car has much better lines than had its predecessor, the
general external finish, including the chromium plating
now provided, and the shape of the wings, being a
marked improvement. A radiator with a shallow shell
goes far towards modernising the appearance, while
from most points of view the wire wheels are well
worth having. The wheels, by the way, are fixed with
four nuts, normally concealed by a neat cap.

It would seem that the latest car has a maximum
on top some 5 m.p.h. higher than that of the earlier
model, and, in the main, the sleeve-valve engine has
been rendered even quieter at cer-
tain speeds, and the car made
more stable. It rides a great deal
better than the older type, the
roadholding now being above the
average for machines of its class.

In cornering it sits down quite
well, and certainly has a mini-
mum of body-roll and side sway.
The springing is very good, and
over normally bad surfaces none
of the occupants feels any move-
‘ment worth mentioning. The
steering is firm and does not re-
quire undue attention at speed,
it being rather higher-geared and
somewhat heavier than is cus-

There is occasionally a slight tendency to wander, but
this may easily be controlled.

The clutch is light, smooth and admirably progres-
sive; the brake pedal still requires considerable
pressure, while the throttle now demands no more
effort than is normal. The hand brake could be better
placed, and evidently is regarded, in the present Ameri-
can manner, entirely as a provision for parking or
locking the car on a hill.

The gear lever is convenient and the change is typi-
cally easy. The indirect gears are not intended to
be used overmuch, but in themselves are not at all
noisy, though the engine becomes prominent if the
maximum be attempted on one of them.

It might be expected that the sleeve-valve engine
would be more than ordinarily
quiet, and on the ywhole these
hopes are realised. Up to about
48 m.p.h. on top the engine does
not become busy. Particularly
between 35 and 45 m.p.h., al-
though in accelerating there is a
slight period which produces
some little vibration just above
30 m.p.h., it will settle down
noiselessly and effortlessly, taking
everything on main roads in its
stride. At ordinary touring
speeds, especially between 10 and
40 m.p.h., this silence is a most
pleasant characteristic.

Above 48 m.p.h., and to the

tomary in cars of this nature. maximum on top, the engine
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grows more noticeable, but never so much so as to be
termed noisy. The car averaged 61.43 m.p.h. over
a timed, measured mile on the flat. Especially on
second the acceleration is very good indeed.

On top the car runs down to 4 or 5 m.p.h. without

- - snatch, and will accelerate smoothly from those speeds,

the performance on this ratio being such as to call for
the minimum of gear changing or skill. In second a
rough hill with a gradient of 1 in 5} at worst can be
climbed with something in hand, the speed, except at a
sharp bend, not falling below 22 or 23 m.p.h. Aver-
ages over long runs can be creditable without pushing
the car beyond its happiest gait.

Referring again to points of detail: The upholstery
is in soft real leather, and in the front are two extremely
comfortable bucket seats readily adjustable, while occu-
pied, over a considerable range, and giving a first-class
driving position. The cushions and squabs are deep
and well sprung, and everywhere the amount of leg-
room and space is excellent. Each front seat is 1ft. 6in.
wide, the back seat being 3ft. 9}in. between the arm-
rests—ample for three persons

What exactly resembles one of the divisions of the
rear squab upholstery proves to be an extremely neat
arm-rest which can be pulled down to divide the seat.
Incidentally, it enables a lone passenger at the back
to secure a very comfortable position.

The instruments are nicely panelled and grouped, and
are exceedingly well lighted indirectly ; they include a
water temperature indicator and a fuel tank gauge.
Four unobtrusive push-and-pull controls for the
strangler, throttle, exhaust manifold heater, and
manual partial ignition advance are above the instru-
ment panel.

At the centre of the big, thin.rimmed steering wheel
is what is known as the ** finger-tip control.”’ By pull-
ing it up the starting motor is brought into action,
turning it clockwise gives the various positions of the
lamps, -downward pressure on it sounds the horn. So
long as it remains reliable and is easy to operate, it is
a good feature. :

Judged even by European standards the head lamps
are effective. The engine is untidy in detail, with wires
straying about, and it has the usual complete equip-
ment. The oil-filler is near the dipstick, which latter

would seem to be rather unnecessarily crude.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

20.7 h.p., six cylinders, 74.6:< 111.1 mm. (2,913 c.c.).

Tax £21.

Wheelbase 9ft. 4}in., track 4ft, 8in.

Overall length 13ft. 3in., width 5ft. 5in., height 5ft, 10in.
Tyres : 29 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels. 1

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
15.4 20 -—
8.7 40 5} sec.
4.89 63 9 sec.

Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 18 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 10 amps at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 26 cwt. )

Price, with saloon body, £395.

(O]

==p _ 28 FEET /om 25 MPH. ﬁ

It is noteworthy that the dynamo is positively driven ;
the sparking plugs are recessed into the cylinder head :
the distributor is accessible, and the coil reasonably so.
In general, the chassis appears to be sensibly arranged -
from the point of view of greasing. The brake adjust-
ments are on the drums themselves.

This Willys-Knight is certainly an improved car in
many respects, and of unquestionable value; in par-
ticular, its interior arrangements should appeal to
prospective owners. ’
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