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September 20th, 1929.

“THE AUTOCAR”

ROAD

TESTS

No. 71—1547 h.p. WHIPPET SIX SALOON.
Value for Money in Very Well-equipped Car with Extremely

Roai

Roomy Coachwork.

HE six-cylinder Whippet, introduced not long ago
T in this country, is of especial interest in the first

place since it is an example of a car, originally
of American origin, which has been adapted and
equipped with very close attention to requirements in
this country. That in its essential appointments it fol-
lows British practice cannot be lost sight of for one
moment in dealing with the car.

In general layout it is conventional and sturdy, and
no special attempt has been made to derive particularly
high power from the side-valve engine, which, being of
rather under two and a half litres in capacity, is decidedly
small for a car of transatlantic .
inception.

Outstanding in its performance
is the fact that the car as a
whole, and the engine in particu-
lar, are happiest at speeds un-
doubtedly favoured by the average
family motorist who wishes to
cruise over long distances at be-
tween 30 and 40 m.p.h. Thus
the indirect gears are not intended
to be used overmuch, the engine
tending to become somewhat
rough and not a little noisy if the
maxima be attempted on one of
them. Up to about 25 m.p.h. on
second gear, however, these ten-
dencies are not marked, so that
they do not affect normal require-

On top'the engine is at its best between 30 and about
38 m.p.h., in which speed range it is smooth and unob-

trusive. Over 40 m.p.h. the engine noise increases,
while towards 50 m.p.h. and near the maximum it be-
comes rather more pronounced, being definable not so
much as unpleasant mechanical clatter as a certain
droning sound in the power unit as a whole.

The carburetter, an English instrument, may not be
doing the engine full justice. It shows signs of slight
flat spots in accelerating below 20 m.p.h., and again at
higher speeds, which, while not so irritating as the worst
of their kind, are interesting in that almost without
exception the modern American
carburetter is free from this com-
plaint. Similarly, although the
car will throttle down to 7 or
8 m.p.h. on top and run without
snatch, there is a suggestion that
the gas supply could be improved
at low speeds.

The car handles well ; the steer-
ing is light, yet not abnormally
low-geared, possesses the begin-
nings of caster action witho#t
giving full automatic sense of
direction, and does not require
undue attention at speed. For a
machine of its type the road-hold-
ing can be described as reason-
ably good, there being a certain
amount of sway in spite of the

ments. hydraulic shock absorbers.
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{continued).

Otherwise the car sits down
well on corners and there is
no indication of wheel
wobble or flap at any time.
The clutch is very light in
action and the pedal has a
comparatively long travel,
which requires some care at
first, if a smooth take-up of
the drive is to be secured
after a change of gear.
The gear change itself is
reasonably quick, and after
the slight peculiarity of the
clutch has been mastered
easy in both the upward
and downward direction.
The lever, though it is not
badly placed, might be just
a little longer.

Good Brakes.

The brakes of the Whippet
are so powerful as to give a
feeling of genuine confid-
ence; they slow the car
extremely quickly from the
higher speeds, tending to
cause deviation when used
with maximum force, though
in actually bringing the
machine to rest from 25
m.p.h. the figure obtained
is not exceptional. The hand
brake is for emergency use,
quite powerful, and the lever
not too well placed. The

brakes on the wheels are ..
expanding. .
The springing does not allow *
sharp shock to be trans-

internal and

|

15.47 h.p. WHIPPET SIX.

STRANGLER HORN "‘
BUTTON

ENGINE
SWITCH STARTER
SWITCH

LEVER
POSITIONS 7 3

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
15.47 h.p., six cylinders, 65.1: 120.7 mm. (2,408 c.c.).
Tax, £16.
Wheelbase 9ft. 4}in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 13ft. 3in., width 5ft. 7}in., height 5ft. 11in.
Tyres : 29:< 5.25in. on detachable steel wheel

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gea‘x_', ratios. (m.réh.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
9.5 34 9‘ sec.
5.25 57 13} sec.

Turning circle: 38ft. 6in.
Tank capacity 8 gallons, fuel consumption 24-25 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 25 cwt.
Price, with saloon body, £295.

25 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ‘%

mitted to the occupants even |
over really rough roads,

the motion being of the 1

slow, somewhat pro-

nounced character which is i
typical of many cars of

American origin.

On main roads resort need |
be had but comparatively !

rarely to second or first

gear. Long average slopes

can be climbed at a reason-

able pace provided that the
engine speed is not allowed

to fall unduly in the first
instance. Naturally, one
realises that the engine is

smaller than that commonly found in transatlantic cars,
but average speeds on long journeys can be creditable.
With only the driver in the car, second sufficed for
a hill with a maximum gradient of 1 in 5}, but with
a second occupant the hill was able to be taken faster

Interior of the six-cylinder Whippel saloon.

extent ;

considerable reserve of
power is available to deal
with emergencies. In
accelerating and on hills the
engine is sensitive to the
ignition control, which has a
wide range of movement.

The engine, which has a
pump cooling system, be-
comes quite warm after a
long, fairly fast run. A
timed measured mile on the
flat was covered at an aver-
age of 54.88 m.p.h. As to
the actual maximum the car
runs quickly up to about
54 m.p.h. on an ordinarily
suitable stretch of road, and
requires some little distance
and favourable conditions to
attain the last few miles an
hour.

Complete Equipment.

It is in its equipment that
the car calls for especial
praise. The body has quite
good lines, and is very
well finished, while
chromium-plating is used
for the radiator and external
bright parts. Then the
interior is upholstered in
what looks like being ex-
tremely durable leather;
separate front seats are
used, each with a range of
adjustment so extensive as

. to be capable of meeting
. all possible requirements.
' Movement can be effected
' even when the seats are

occupied. All the cushions
are deep and well sprung.
The amount of room in the

. back compartment is excep-
. tional; with the front seats
. normally set there is space
. for the back passengers to
' extend their legs fully. Each
. front seat is xft. 6 in. wide,

while the back cushion

. measures 4ft. 3in. across—
- again an unusual figure,

B s h , i . ample room thus being pro-
PTG DX s ocs Bl Byl bkl Tok e s e s e o g T e

vided for three persons.
General interior equip-
ment is good and includes a

rear blind operated from the driver’s seat, and pockets
in each of the four doors. All the doors can be secured.
The two front windows wind up and down to the full
those in the rearward doors wind over
about half the available range. As

regards mino1

on first. On first in particular there is a feeling that a  matters, the mirror gives a wide view of the road, the
= A A 24

D5



AR

s g

Sentember 20th, 1929,

*“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

tools are carried under the front seats, where they are
quickly to be reached, and the tyre pump is sunk in
the floor of the rear compartment, beneath the carpet.

The screen opens wide, being controlled by a handle
operating a form of worm drive ; there is a large venti-
lator in the scuttle, and it is possible to secure a satisfac-
tory flow of air through the car on the hottest days.
The instruments are grouped and very well lighted and
include a clock and speedometer with trip; a fuel
gauge is fitted on top of the tank at the back. A
vacuum screen wiper is used and is a good example
of its kind.

In general, the chassis appears to be well arranged
from the point of view of greasing and maintenance.
Noteworthy points are the use of a large twelve-volt
battery, steel artillery wheels with a complete spare
wheel, and a sturdy luggage grid. Among other items
the electrical and instrument equipment, as well as the
wheels and tyres, is British.
~ The head lamps are extremely effective, deserving the

highest praise; the pneumatic dimming control which
accompanies them is not wholly satisfactory and went
out of action towards the end of the test. e dynamo
charging rate, incidentally, does not balance the con-
sumption of current when all the lamps are in use—a
matter of dynamo output.

Beneath the bonnet the layout is neat; the ignition
distributor and coil are accessible, as are also the plugs
and lighting fuse. The dynamo and water pump are
driven positively in tandem. The engine oil filler is
accessible, being immediately above the starting motor
and solenoid ; close at hand is the dipstick. On the
opposite side the carburetter is unmasked; a visible
type petrol filter is fitted. The battery is accessible
immediately a convenient frap in the front compart-
ment has been lifted. '

The car looks impressive and, taking into considera-
tion the completeness of the equipment, it can only be
regarded as extremely good value for money at the
figure for which it is offered.

GIVING A LIFT.

‘“ Pulling Together ” in these Hard Times—A Wintertime Reminiscence.

HENEVER we can we give our
fellow-creatures a lift. 'We consider

that much class hatred, particularly
that directed against the motor-car classes,
would disappear if only the motorist would
offer lifts to pedestrians. There should be a
feeling of noblesse oblige in the breast of
every owner-driver.

For a time we found difficulty in persuad-
ing pedestrians to accept a lift. Perhaps
they didn’t like the look of us. Perhaps
they had never heard anyone change down as we do it.
Anyhow, they preferred to walk. I should have pre-
ferred to walk myself. We did not confine our offers of
lifts, as some drivers do, to prosperous-looking pedes-
trians. We preferred to offer our services to the sturdy
toiler, to lighten the long journey from his job to his
chimney corner.

On one occasion only we took a man to his job. The
frosted road was ringing under his feet as he tramped
sturdily along, his bag of tools slung on his shoulder.

“Look! " exclaimed Joyce, ‘A workman with a
heavy load of tools! Let’s give him a lift.”

I slowed down.

““So uncomplaining! ** continued Joyce enthusiastic-
ally. ‘I love giving his type a lift.”’

We drew up close to him, and when he had finished,
in his uncomplaining way, asking us where the blue
blazes we thought we were driving, we proposed a lift.

“No, thank you, ma’am,” he said in his sturdy
fashion.

" Why not? ** asked Joyce. ‘‘ Aren’t you going far? *’

* To the Manor House,”” he explained.

“ Why that’s three miles away !’ exclaimed Joyce.
*“We can’t let you walk three miles.’’

“I don’t mind walking,’”’ he asserted. ‘‘It's the
weight of these blamed tools. Two stone when I started,
and believe me or believe me not, they weigh three
hundredweight now. You try ’em mister.”’

At length we persuaded him to hop in.

He didn’t say anything for a time.

‘“ Are you working at the Manor? ’ asked
Joyce, conversationally.

““Aye. They got a burst. At least they
say it’s a burst, but you never know till you
get there.”’

“Then you’re a plumber? "’ she con-
tinued, brightly.

“ Aye.ll

““ Busy just now? »’

““Rushed to death, ma’am. More’n one
pair of hands can do.”’

‘“ So glad we can give you a lift. We shall save you
half an hour.”

‘“ The Boss said I was to be there at ten sharp.”

“It’s only half-past nine now. You’ll be at work in
five minutes.”’

“ The Boss said I was to be there at ten sharp,”” he
chuckled. *‘ These things get you over the ground.”’

“Don’t they? ”* she smiled. ‘‘ Of course he never
dreamed you’d get such a lovely lift.”

““I shan’t tell him. You can trust me, ma’am. Here! *’
he yelled, prodding me in the back. ‘‘This’ll do me.
You needn’t drive up to the front entrance.

He got down stiffly, and slung his bag over his
shoulder. We waited for his brief speech of thanks.

“You'll be there at a quarter to,”” said Joyce.
““ Won't it be a nice surprise for them? *

“Don’t know so much about that,’”” he retorted.
““Time’s my own till ten o’clock.”’

“Don’t thank us,”” continued Joyce. ‘‘Any time
you see us on the road, just signal and we’ll give you
a lift.  We must all pull together in these hard times.”’

“Thank you ma’am,”’ said he gratefully. ‘‘You
don’t happen to be going back in half-an-hour’s time? *’

“Sorry,” I replied. ‘“ We’re not coming back this
way till the evening.”’ :

““ A pity,”” he said. ‘‘Like as not I shall have to go
back for my mate, and we’re that busy—"’
W. E. R.
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