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SUPERCHARGED TRIUMPH SEVEN SPORTS

Comfortable and Fast Little Car which is Really a Pleasure to Drive.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Supercharged Triumph Seven Sports compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

can go. Essentially a British conception, brought

into being perhaps by the laws of taxation, the
small sevens have been developed to a point where they
can compare, on sheer performance, with vehicles
having engines three or four times their size.

Take the supercharged Triumph Sports. It is capable
of close on 70 m.p.h., and yet at such speeds it is
extraordinarily steady and sits down with all the con-
fidence of a ten-foot-wheelbase two-litre saloon. Once
a driver has become used to the characteristics of steer-
ing and road-holding, he can handle the car at speed
without bothering much about surface or camber.

Naturally, a supercharged tiny engine must have its
carburation well adjusted and be driven in a right and
proper manner to keep it from sooting-up sparking plugs.
Also, a little dose of engine oil must be added to the
petrol to keep the supercharger happy.

The effect of the Cozette supercharger is to improve
the acceleration at low speeds a little, and the accelera-
tion at high speeds a very great deal. The engine is
rendered smoother, it gains an astonishing verve,
and settles down to pull at
55 to 60 m.p.h. as if it had
an unlimited number of cylin-
ders. There is a certain amount
of added noise, a singing note,
not unpleasant, which varies
more with the throttle opening
than with actual engine speed.
Acceleration from 40 m.p.h. or
so is most satisfying, whilst the
car will streak up a 1 in 10
gradient on top gear in a sur-
prising fashion. One in 6}
can be taken on second at any-
thing between 30 and 35 m.p.h.,
and the maximum speed on the
level on second is in the neigh-
bourhood of 46 m.p.h. The car
tested was relatively new, and
might be expected to be even
better when run in.

REALLY, it is amazing the way these tiny cars

It must be noted that it carries head and side lamps,
a proper windscreen with side flaps, and really generous
wings and running boards. Also, the lamps and wings
are well supported by a cross-bar.

The steering was on the stiff side owing to the new-
ness, but otherwise excellent, geared just right for the
type of car and its speed capabilities and entirely
definite in its action. The column is long and the wheel
fairly high, so that it should be comfortably placed for
tail people as well as shorter ones. Separate bucket
front seats are provided ; they have high backs and are
correspondingly comfortable, can be tilted forward to
give access to the interior of the tail, and are adjustable
for reach. The driving position is convenient, and
the long gear lever helps gear-changing. The change
is quite easy, the clutch taking up the drive from
rest smoothly. The indirects are not unduly noisy.

The clutch-pedal action is light, and so also is the
brake, as is usually the case with the Lockheed hydraulic
system. The brake and accelerator pedals are posi-
tioned in a slightly unusual way, inasmuch as the brake
pedal is higher up the ramp than the accelerator,
and the right foot has to
be lifted upwards and forwards
from the accelerator to the
brake. This is avtrifle awkward
at first, but a driver very soon
becomes accustomed to it.

Of a light and very simple
type, the two-seater streamlined-
tail body has no doors, and in
the tail are sitnated the bat-
teries and also the spare wheel.
In the top of the tail is a large
lid, and within it there is a very
fair amount of room for lug-
gage as well as the tool kit.
On each side of the adjustable
single-panel windscreen is a
large glass flap, and, as the
occupants sit well down within
the body, the amount of draught
when the car is used open is
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remarkably small.
An adequate hood
is provided, which
is well out of the
way when folded,
whilst when it is up
it allows plenty of
head room, and also
has side flaps to
keep oat the rain.
With regard to
maintenance and
adjustment: the
hydraulically
operated four-wheel
brakes have the
usual master
cylinder which it is
essential to keep
filled with the
proper fluid, and
there are the usual
adjustments on each

brake-drum anchorage plate for setting the clearance of
the shoes. The hand-brake lever operates internally
expanding shoes in a drum behind the countershaft -
beyond the gear box, and it is adjusted by means of

a lock-nut and slotted
screw, -after the metal
shield attached to the
floorboards over the gear
box is removed. Chassis
lubrication is carried out
by means of a grease gun,
the number of points re-
quiring attention being
few, and found mainly on
the steering gear, for rub-
ber bushes are fitted to
the springs, and these
require no lubrication.
The dynamo and igni-
tion distributor are in an
accessible place, whilst the
coil is mounted below the
fuel tank. On the same
side of the engine is the
water pump, which is
driven in conjunction with
the fan by means of a belt.
Being set diagonally in the
top of the detachable
cylinder head, and close
to the centre of the cylinder
bores, the sparking plugs
are easily removed. Also
on this side of the engine
is the oil filler, and by the
side of it a dipper rod
showing the oil level. The
main oil filter consists of a
gauze tray covering in the
top of the sump; this
seldom needs to be de-
tached for cleaning.
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SUPERCHARGED TRIUMPH SEVEN SPORTS.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

7.9 h.p., four cylinders, 56°5 83 mm. (832 c.c.).

Tax £8.

Wheelbase 6ft. 9in., track 3ft. 6in.

Overall length 10ft. 9in., width 4ft. 3in., height 4ft. 9!in.
Tyres : 27 4:00in. on detachable wire wheel

Engine—rear axle Acceleration
gear ratios. Steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
15to 1 -

8 sec.
14} sec.

Timed speed
over | mile.

6767 m.p.h.
5.25 to 1

Turning circle 371t. ‘
Tank capacity 6 gallons ; fuel consumption 26-28 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 12 cwt, 1 gr.

Price, with two-seater sports body, £250.

May 9h, 199.

Under the left
side of the bonnet is
an oil tank for the
Cozette super-
charger, which has
its own oil pump,
and between tank
and pump there is
a cock coupled up
to the accelerator so
that the super-
charger is fed with
oil in accordance
with the require-
ments of the work
it is doing.. Inlet
and exhaust mani-
folds are separate,
with a - hot-spot,
and the carburetter,
which is low down
behind the super-
charger, is for that

reason scarcely as accessible as it might be.

Other features include electrically controlled dip-and-
switch head lamps, ventilators in the scuttle, an igni-
tion control in the centre of the steering wheel, and

an electric screen wiper.

Above all, this size of
machine is economical in
respect of ordinary run-
ning costs and standing
maintenance charges. Yet
the road performance is
really interesting from the
enthusiast’s point of view.
More and ‘more the degree
cf performance which can
be obtained for a given
sum of money is becoming
important. Yet this
Triumph is every bit as
practical for the everyday
user as any other small
high-performance machine,

- the action’ of the super-

charger being to smooth
out the carbuyation, and,
consequently, sthe running
of the engine, at low
speeds, a thing which is
especially worth while for
travelling relatively slowly
on top gear.

This little sports model
is a very fascinating
vehicle, with a fine turn
of easy speed, and it is
really a pleasure to drive.
Moreover, the equipment is
not skimped in any way ;
rather is the reverse the
case, and the term “‘ sports
model ”’ applied to it does
not imply discomfort.
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