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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Triumph Super Seven saloon.:

P )—TRIUMPH SUPER SEVEN SALOON

Luxurious, Well Equipped Small Car with a Good Performance.

MALL car enthusiasts are to be numbered in their
thousands ; and, remember, the man who expresses
a real liking for these modern marvels is by no
means invariably one who cannot afford to buy a bigger
car. For somehow the quite small car engenders
enthusiasm ; its efficient little engine compels admira-
tion ; and its economy means a great deal on the prac-
tical side.

Thus with the Triumph Super Seven. If one knows
the earlier models, then to test one of the latest coach-
built de luxe type saloons becomes the more interesting.
For a first impression—and one which lasts—is that the
Triumph has grown up since last year, as it were ; and
has grown up with very pleasing manners into the
bargain. That statement might be misunderstood in
one respect. The Triumph continues to belong to the
smallest class of all
in regard to run-
ning costs, standing

does and for the way in which it performs that work.

One of the points of the design is that a comparatively
low top gear ratio is used, which means that the engine
is turning over fairly rapidly for a given road speed, but
means also that in practice the top gear performance
is much above what might be expected of the car.
Engine revolutions imply power, and with a low-capacity
unit the engine must revolve relatively quickly to give
the kind of performance that is wanted to-day.

In this the Triumph excels, for the engine is exceed-
ingly smooth when either pulling at walking pace on top
gear, with the ignition retarded—the coil ignition
adopted for this year seems to have made an improve-
ment in this connection—or at a cruising speed which
can be as high as 45 m.p.h. During the timed speed
test the speedometer held a reading of 52; on the road

: 55 m.p.h. is cer-
tainly possible on
the level, and a

charges, and so
forth; but it is in
regard to the body
and the details that
a considerable ad-
vance is at once
apparent.

Yet the perform-
ance has not suf-
fered at all, though
the body cannot
but De relatively
heavy’ for the
chassis. Even to
the experienced
driver, with know-
ledge of all types
and sizes of cars,
the Triumph Seven
engine is remark-
able for what it

reading of 60 can
be touched in
favourable condi-
tions.

On segond gear
30 m.p.h. is rea-
sonable, with 35 as
a limit, while on
first 12 m.p.h. is a
comfortable ex-
treme, and on that
ratio the car should
be able to climb the
most severe gra-
dients anywhere.

The occupants of
the car are con-
scious, of course,
that the engine is
turning fast, but
the smoothness, and
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

the fact that the various notes
blend into what can only be
called a rhythmic purr, make the
general sound distinctly pleasant
rather than otherwise.

The gear change presents no
unusual difficulty, it being borne
in mind that in changing down
a relatively very low ratio is
being engaged, which calls for
considerable acceleration of the
engine in the double-clutching
process, while when changing up
the pause in neutral has to be
sorrespondingly long.

The clutch takes up the drive
smoothly from rest if the pedal
is let back reasonably carefully,
and the action is light. All the
controls are convenient and light
to operate, in fact, the hand-

wrake lever being just where it should be, which is

are. The steering wheel is comfortable to hold, and

. steering itself is light, free from shock transmitted
the driver’s arms, and definite, though there is

thing more than a suggestion of caster action.

The pedal operates hydraulic brakes on all four

:

wheels, which has been
the practice since the
Super Seven was first pro-
duced. These brakes were
mooth and safe, but the
et on the car in question
seemed to lack the final
“bite ’ at low speed which
is essential in obtaining an
exceptional test figure, and
which, in previous experl-
ence, has been noticeable
with the brakes of this
car. The hand-brake, work-
ing on the propeller-shaft,
is- exceptionally powerful,
and, although its use in the
ordinary way is not recom-
mended, it is a most valu-
able emergency provision
if employed intelligently.
The suspension is soft,
yet the springs are suffi-
ciently firm to keep the car
steady on corners, and, ex-
cept at high speed on a
wavy road surface, there is
practically no trace of fore-
and-aft movement.
The interior of the
saloon is admirable; the

impression at once is of a -

small car with the refine-
ments of a much bigger
and more expensive type
of vehicle. The front seats
are separate, and inde-
pendently adjustable; the

tilt over to give access

driving position, in conse-
quence, is very good indeed for
different heights of drivers.
Moreover, the back-rests of the
seats support one really com-
fortably. !

The back seat, again, is good.'
Two persons can sit comfortably
side by side, and there is ample
leg room by reason of deep
wells. All the cushions and the
back-rest of the rear seat are
pneumatic. All the side windows
slide open, there being screw
stops to prevent the glass
moving on its own accord, while
the windows, as well as the
windscreen, are of safety glass.
The screen opens wide, and can
be secured there, and has a
good suction wiper. The two

doors can be locked, and the backs of the front seats

to the back compartment.

The' sliding roof—without which the car costs £5
less—works easily from inside the car, and is neat,
while the luggage box at the back is particularly useful.
It is reached from inside the car, and, as an example

of its capacity, will take
TRIUMPH SUPER SEVEN SALOON. l three two-gallon petrol

IGNITION  HORN
CONTROL BUTTON (il ity

"WACCELERATOR STARTER GEAR LEVER
LEVER PEDAL SWITCH POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
7.9 h."ps.. four cylinders, 56.5 ¥ 83 mm. (832 c.c.).
Tax £8. 3
Wheelbase 6ft. 9in., track 3ft. 6in.
Overall length 10ft. 4}in., width 4ft. 5in., ::ellnht 5ft. 2}in.
s.

res: 27 » 4.00in. on detachable wire w!
Acceleration from

13

gglne—mr axle

Turning circle: 34ft.
Tank capacity 4} gallons, fuel consumption 35 m.

on full winter charge).
W(elght: 13 cwt. 1 :321 1b

@‘7 47 FE_ETI}-wn SOM.P.H
() ©

Timed speed

g;:rs ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
o to —
11.1 to 1 113 sec.

625to 1 16} sec. 51.72 m.p.h.

p.8. L
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 10 amps. -:'éo m.p.h.

Price, with coachbuilt saloon body (with sliding roof), £197 10s.

cans side by side, longwise.

The instrument board,
too, is really tasteful. :
The dials are panelled and
very well lighted in-
directly ; they include a
clock. The blind for the
rear window is controlled
from the driving seat.

The controls grouped on
the steering wheel are,
once more, scarcely ex-
pected, incorporating, as
they do, a switch for the
dynamo and all the lamps.
The head lamp beam is
first rate, and the dip-and-
switch most effective.

The engine is neat and
accessible; the fuel tank
now fitted holds 7 gallons,
by the way. The engine
starts easily at all times.

The spring bolts require
no lubrication, the brake
adjustments are accessible,
and the battery is as con-
venient as a battery can
be. The spare wheel is
recessed neatly into the
luggage-box exterior.

Finally, the car has
pleasing, trim lines. This
Triumph is a fascinating
little machine—a  true
small car de luxe.
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