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TRIUMPH SUPER SEVEN SALOON
Very Efficient Small Car which Gives the Impression that it is Well Up

to Its Work.

The illustration above tndicates the size of the Triumph Super Seven saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolis-Royce.

UITE what is the
Q fascination of a

small engine doing
its work efficiently and
without worry it is difficult
to say, but it is a very
real thing. The Triumph
Super Seven, tested with
the latest England saloon
body, is remarkable, not
only for an almost phe-
nomenal ability to main-
tain a high cruising speed,
but for a top gear perfor-
mance which is rather
astonishing in view of the
modest engine size.

The comparatively low
ratio is responsible to no
small extent for the way in
which the car will come
down to about 5 m.p.h. on
top without snatch, and
then accelerate, and for
the willing way in which

. the engine will pull on the
same gear under load on
main road hills. But what
makes the engine still
better is its smoothness
even when accelerating—
either from low speed on
top or more violently on
second gear—this being a
point wherein ultra-small
cars have not always
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
7.9 h.p., four cylinders, 56.5 - 83 mm. (832 c.c.).
Tax £8.
Wheelbase 9ft. 9in., track 3ft. 6in.
Overall length 9ft. 10in., width 4ft. 3in., height 5ft. 3in.
Tyres: 27 < 4in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
genz' r;ﬁos. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
L. —
11.1 10} sec. 52.94 m.p.h.
6.25 16} sec.

Turning circle: 34ft.

Tank capacity 4} gallons, fuel consumption 35-40 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight: 11} cwt.

Price, with England saloon body, £189 10s.

32 FEET from 30 M.P.H. l

shown up most favourably.
In spite of the relatively
high rate at which the
engine is turning over at

any road speed at all, it

does not give that sugges-
tion of immense activity
high-speed engines often do.
For the best results,
when starting from rest in
normal ‘conditions it does
really pay to change up
from first at rather less
than 10 m.p.h., 30 m.p.h.
on second gear is comfor-
table and 40 m.p.h. can
actually be reached on that
ratio, while on top this
particular car would go
easily up te 5% m.p.h. on
the level and attain 57
m.p.h. on the speedometer
if given a sufficiently long
stretch of road. The timed
speed over the quarter-
mile, by the way, is ex-
tremely good, and it is in-
teresting that on give and
take main roads 40 m.p.h.
can be maintained with
apparent ease and without
noticeable effort.
Naturally enough, a
driver who is willing to use
the gear lever, which is
very conveniently placed,
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“ THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS—TRIUMPH SUPER SEVEN SALOON (continued).

on undulating roads can materi-

fortable, the separate bucket-

ally enhance the performance,
the car appearing to enjoy
such methods. Yet for the
normal driver a surprisingly
large proportion of the day’s
work can be accomplished on
top gear, considering the size
of the engine. The gear change
is comparatively easy to
handle, a fairly long wait in
neutral being necessary on the
upward change, while the in-
direct gears are not noisy. The
clutch pedal is light to depress
and the clutch itself functions
smoothly after the driver has
had a little experience.

Control in general is very
good indeed, bearing in mind
the car’s size, the steering be-
ing light, fairly high geared
and positive, transmitting very
littie movement of the road
wheels to the driver’s arms, being free from ‘‘ wander *’
~—which is interesting as there is no sign of caster effect—
and having a good lock which makes the car easy to
manceuvre in a confined space. The half-elliptic front
springs, locked by double-acting shock absorbers, make
the car hold the road well and corner definitely, none
but the very worst surfaces producing unusual move-
ment or real shock. The hydraulic brakes, acting
through the pedal on all four wheels, are light in opera-
tion and possess powers which promote confidence, while
the hand brake, working on the transmission, has a lever
properly aceessible to the driver. The brake itself is
extraordinarily powerful, able to hold the car on a really
steep gradient and, while not intended for service use,
gives a reserve for cases of '
emergency which may be
of the utmost value.

The instruments, includ-
ing a clock and speed-
ometer, are grouped neatly
and illuminated by a re-
cessed bulb connected so
as to be alight when the
side lamps are in use, the
panel being free to move
independently of the coach-
work, a principle of  the
England body. There is no
fuel gauge nor engine heat
indicator. The ignition con-
trol at the centre of the
steering wheel requires to
be used very little in nor-
mal conditions, while the
head lamps are good. With
all lights on and the
dynamo in action there is
a discharge of between 2
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type front seats giving a
position to both driver and
passenger which is nearly
ideal with plenty of leg room,
so that there is no fatigue after
a really long journey in one
day. At the back deep wells
are formed for the passengers’
feet, and one passenger can be
carried there in comfort, or two
for shorter distances. The up-
holstery is plain but should be
durable, four pockets, two of
them big, are provided in the
sides of the body, there are
cubby holes on either side of
the instrument board, and the
single-panel screen opens right
out and has a good electric
wiper.

Then there is a ventilator in
the roof, as well as a special
arrangement whereby a row of
holes running the whole width of the. top of the screen
can be uncovered to admit air, the forward side windows
slide and have a screw to lock them at any point, and the
others are fixed, while the two wide doors, opening from
the front, make getting in and out very simple. A driving
mirror at the centre of the screen was not set to give the .
best view of the road behind. Access to a small built-in
luggage box is obtained from inside the car, the tools are
carried conveniently beneath the driver’s seat, while
below the other front seat cushion is the battery, which is
very accessible indeed.

The engine is neat, the magneto, sparking plugs, and
carburetter jets are accessible and the oil filler and dip-
stick close to each other. Starting from cold is extremely
easy, provided that the
carburetter is -flooded.
Brake adjustments at both
back and front are reason-
ably simple to reach, being

located on the drums
themselves.
The various greasing

points seem to be sensibly
arranged, Silentbloc bush-
ings used forvthe springs .
require no lubrication, the
construction in general is
sturdy, and finish as a
whole good, the fabric-
covered body being easy
to keep clean. Opinion as
to the merits of the new
thin-shell chromium-plated
radiator may be divided,
but undoubtedly the car
looks smart.

The Triumph is a very
likeable little car for the

and 3 amps. way in which it tackles
The pneumatic uphols- hard work. Its popularity

tery is extremely com- should increase.
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