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FRONT DRIVE TRACTA SPORTS TWO-SEATER

Extraordinary Road-holding and Cornering with a Low-built Car of More
than Usually Interesting Type.

The illustration above imdicates the size of the F.W.D. Tracta two-sealer compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

IVEN the characteristic steadiness, especially at
G speed, which only the sports machine can provide

to the full, road-holding and accuracy in corner-
ing better than the average of many normal high-
performance cars, add to it the fact that the Tracta has
front wheel drive, and then one can \visualise an
enthusiast’s type of car quite apart from the ordinary.

Whatever may or may not be the advantages of front
wheel, as compared with rear wheel, drive, it is certain
that -the Tracta can be taken round curves and even
definite corners at extraordinarily high speeds, the
ability of the driver to hold the car, as it were, to a
hair’s breadth exactly where he wants it, added to
the really excellent stability, endearing it immensely
to the man to whom these things mean more than a
little.

From the very nature of the machine it is to be
expected that the suspension
will be on the hard side, but
either to drive or to ride in
the car as a whole is com-
fortable, the crew sitting low
down in relation to the road,
with their feet in deep,” wide
wells, high averages being
possible over long distances
without necessarily attaining
an abnormal maximum.

Apart from care in guard-
ing against any tendency to
slide on wet surfaces, at all
events until a driver comes
to know the car’s ways, the
presence of front drive does
not make itself noticeable in
ordinary work. It is not

without interest, in passing, that for several years the
Tracta has done well by fast consistent running in the
Le Mans 24-Hour Race in France.

Withal the steering is excellent, light to just the right
degree, surprisingly free—in the absence of caster
action—from wander or any suggestion of wheel wobble,
the only time the presence of front drive might be sus-
pected in this respect being when manceuvring the car
at very low speeds, while, in this connection, the lock
is better than average for the size of car. Owing to
the strength of the springs the clutch pedal is a little
heavy to hold down, as, for instance, in a traffic block,
but there is no trace of slip and the clutch itself is
smooth.

Curiously, the brakes are somehow more effective
when the pedal is not applied with maximum force,
while the hand lever—which is not of racing type—is
properly placed and the
brake capablg of holding the
car with certainty on a steep
hill. The driving position is
as it should be, the two
separate seats being adjust-
able, while occupied, over a
considerable range.

Quite one of the most un-
orthodox features of the
whole car is the gear change,
which is effected through a
handle-type lever protruding
through the instrument board.
It is necessary to become ac-
customed to this unusual
arrangement, but when
mastered it has its ad-
vantages.© From top to third
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and back again to top the
movement is a straight
push-and-pull; as these
are changes made fre-
quently with a sports car,
and on the Tracta they
can be effected extra-
ordinarily quickly, it is a
point worth having. All
the changes, in fact, can
be made as rapidly, with-
out loss of way in changing
up, as the owner of this
type of car demands.

Above all, the car is
lively ; it can be driven
either relatively slowly or
fast, as the mood dic-
tates, on top gear; but
with intelligent use of the
indirect ratios it becomes
almost fierce, entirely
satisfactory, yet always
responsive to the driver’s
wishes. The engine has a
great deal of power con-
sidering that it is not
super-tuned—though  fit-
ted, in the instance of the
sports model, with two
carburetters—and that the
car can be driven com-
fortably in traffic much as
any other, provided second
and third are used as cir-
cumstances demand.

As a matter of interest
the machine was tested
both with a relatively low
set of gear ratios, intended
for competition work, and
with a higher set giving a
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FRONT DRIVE TRACTA SPORTS TWO-SEATER.
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12 h.p., four cylinders, 67 :: 105 mm. (1,498 c.c.).
Tax £12. X

Wheelbase 8ft. 6in., track 4ft. 3in.

Overall length 13ft. 3in., width 5ft. 3in., height 3ft. 2in.
Tyres: 29 x 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—front axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
12.20 —
8.00 94 sec.
6.00 12! sec. 71.42 m.p.h.
4.00 18 sec.

Turning circle: 33ft.

Tank capacity 10 galions, fuel consumption 20-21 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 16 amps, at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 18} cwt.

Price, with sports two-seater body, £495.

34 FEET from 30 M.P.H. é
58 FEET from 40 M.P.H.
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greater maximum speed.
With the higher ratios in
particular acceleration is
naturally more rapid from
speeds above 20 m.p.h.
on top or on third than
from 10 to 20 m.p.h. All
the data in the table, in-
cidentally, apply to the
higher ratios. With them
a speedometer reading of
28 m.p.h. was attainable
on first gear, 48 m.p.h. on
second, 64 m.p.h. on
third and 8o m.p.h. on
top, 75 m.p.h. being held
on the level. The average
over the quarter-mile, by
the way, is good. Through-.
out its range the engine is
by no means unduly harsh
or noisy, there being no
reason to worry about the
exhaust note when run-
ning normally through
towns, while a comfortable
cruising speed is anywhere
between 40 and 60 m.p.h.

On  hills, too, there
is unquestionable power,
with a tendency to wheel-
spin on very loose and
wet-surfaced gradients of
the trials type, which,
however, does not seem to

_affect things as much as it

might, except the marked
difficulty of restarting
from a standstill on such
a surface with the added
(Continued on page 221.)

(Above) A good idea is given of lhe low build of
the Tracta. (Right) The driving compartment,
with its independent and adjustable seats.
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