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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(conﬂnucd)

MONG the many cars that are
tried it is always a pleasing ex-
perience to come back to one of

the models of the. Talbot range, for
these are machines which not only

give an excellent performance for their size, but also they
have that feeling of rigidity and solidity and of being right
in the design which, combined, raise a car out of the

ordinary.

The long wheelbase 75 chassis carries a big, roomy, four-
door six-light saloon which is an improved type this year,
as an alternative to the four-light sports saloon on the short
The long wheelbase model is obviously suited

75 chassis.
to those who frequently
require to carry more than
one or two passengers. It
gives a great deal of seating
room, and there is a general
sense of spaciousness, but it
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Thoroughly Roomy Car, Well
Finished in Detail, Which
Has a Fine Performance
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car can. The driver has the confi-
dence-inspiring impression that he is
at one with the car, as it were,
through the steering.

Whatever situation may develop in

traffic, either in town or on the open road, the brakes will
cope with it, and it is a car in which one finds oneself
travelling rapidly without any particular outward evidence

of the speed, and without passengers having cause to feel

apprehensive, too.

It goes almost without saying that on a car with the
performance that the Talbot
averages can be put up, and it is what might be termed an

very good

excellent compromise car:

TALBOT 75 LONG WHEELBASE SALOON

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

six cylinders, 69.5 - 100 mm. (2,276 c.c.). Tax £18.
9 . 5.5in. on knock-off wire wheels.

it can be handled very
largely on top gear, for the
ordinary kind of hill does
not slow the car, and more
often than not allows

speed to be increased all
the way up; or it can be
treated in the manner of a
sports machine, making full

cut down at all markedly
by the bigger body and its
greater weight.

The Talbot is not one of
those cars it is necessary to
analyse ; it is a car which

Acceleration from rest through the gears to 50 m.p.h., 21} sec.

Speel up Brooklands Test Hill from rest (1 in 5 average
gradient), 15.20 m.p.h. (on first gear).

Acceleration up 15 yards of 1 in 5 gradient from rest, 4} sec.

Turning circle: 39ft. 10in.

Tank ca) ty 16 gallons, fuel consumption 20-21 m.p.&.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 15 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
(two-rate charging).

Weight : 32 cwt. 2

use of the maxima on the
indirect gears, the value of
which are increased enor-
mously by the rapid pre-
selector  change. The
latest example is quiet.on

is good as a whole, and
there is just the right
balance between the various  |L

qr.
Price, with six-light saloon body, £545.
(Described in * The Autocar’ of September 22nd, 1933.)

the gears, the take-up from
rest is smooth, and the

components that produces
a machine which handles well, and ap-
peals particularly to the experienced
driver who appreciates these things.
As to general behaviour on the
road, the points one principally
notices, the important factors in the
car’s appeal, are the way in which it
accelerates by use of the preselector
gear, its easy, smooth running,
and, equally important, the light,
accurate steering, and the very
powerful, smooth-acting brakes, to-
" gether with the stability on corners.
It will hold a cruising 55 to 60
m.p.h. on a suitable road, there is
hardly a sound of mechanism work-
ing at 45, and it is a pleasure to get
the car going fast, for every single
part of it gives the impression of
doing its work efficiently and with-
out being overstressed. Further, a
most important point is that it feels
safe at speed in a way which only a
solidly built, comparatively heavy

pedal action in changing is
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pleasantly light. .

On third gear a reading of 57 is
possible, though a limit mark is set
on the speedometer dial at 51, on
second up to 35 m.p.h. can be
reached, and on first 19 reasonably.
The speedometer proved to be close
to accurate up to 59, and recorded
74-76, when, with a following wind,
the car was timed to do 73.17
m.p.h., as distinct from the timed
speed given in the table, which, as
usual, is an average of several runs
with and against the wind. It was
raining during the tests of speed and
acceleration.

For a big family type of saloon to
be capable of well above a genuine
70 m.p.h. is thoroughly ample for
all requirements, the more so be-
cause as speed is increased there is
surprisingly little extra fuss, and in
accelerating only a certain charac-
teristic roar, presumably from the
carburetter intake, but not mechani-
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

TALBOT

WHEELBASE-10-0%

cal noise, is noticeable. It is a satisfactory reflection, too,
that this is an inherently smooth-running engine, not
mounted flexibly.

The body, indeed the whole car, is notable for a high
finish and attention to the detail points. Separate front
seats of a new chair type are fitted, and these are particu-
larly generous in depth of cushion and back rest, besides
which plenty of support is given to the shoulders. Seating
width for the back seat is increased by recesses in which
are soft arm-rests ; at the centre is a wide folding arm-rest.

In the backs of the front seats folding tables and foot-
rests are provided, the presence of which, when they are
folded away, would scarcely be suspected. There are soft
corner cushions for the head, useful little roof nets above
the rear passengers, two interior lights, as well as pockets
in the rear doors with flaps which can be locked.

The off-side forward door has a quick-action lever con-
trol for raising and lowering the window, and there are
arm-rests, adjustable for height and angle, on both for-
ward doors. The sliding roof gives a bigger opening than

75 LONG WHEELBASE SALOON

is general, and there are hinged, opaque visors for pro-
tection against sun glare. A very wide rear window is a
good point. The electric screenwiper has only a single
blade, though this clears a bigger section of the glass than is
usual ; the instruments are very well grouped, and include
an accurate fuel gauge as well as a clock. There is a most
valuable master lock, which prevents interference with
the switch controlling the ignition and lamps in whatever
position that switch may be.

Another good point is that the anti-dazzle control on
the steering wheel, besides cutting out the near-side head
lamp, leaving the off-side lamp permanently trained to the
near side, will also cut out both head lamps, which is use-
ful when running into brightly lit districts.

Right through the car there are excellent points to
appeal to the owner. At the rear there is the special Talbot
folding luggage platform, which, when out of use, is not
obvious as such; there is a one-shot chassis lubrication
system, oil being supplied from a pump operated by a pull-
up control placed alongside the engine oil filler ; the gear
box does not need the separate addition of lubricant.
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SEATADJUSTMENT

RAILTON-TERRAPLANE OPEN

fresh, and, with the exception of the few yards necessary
to change from an intermediate to top gear after the car
had been stopped, the whole run was accomplished on
top. Possessing this phenomenal acceleration, the Railton-
Terraplane has that animal feeling of power and life which
adds immeasurably to the pleasure of driving, and, as far
as stability at speed on the straight or corners i§ con-
cerned, the car is excellent.

On the car with which the outstandingly good accelera-
tion figures that appear in the accompanying table were
- obtained the compression ratio was higher than on the
standard machine, yet it is obvious that the production
engines would easily stand the increased compression.

In a way the car greatly resembles the steam car as
far as control is concérned, and, like the steam car, hills
are climbed without attempting to change gear, hills, that
is, that the ordinary man would meet on the ordinary
road, not, of course, the boulder-strewn gradients of the
enthusiast ; and, be it said, for it is most important, the
Railton-Terraplane must not be regarded or handled as
though it were the normal British sports car. The whole
priuciple of the machine forbids the constant use of the
indirect gears, however satisfactory that process may be.

TOURER (Continued from page 194)

Yet the car has a sports performance and holds a very high
average in a most satisfactory way. On test this car coul:d
actually attain and hold a genuine go m.p.h. as the best
reading, and the average person would probably claim g3
m.p.h., which has a certain measure of satisfaction, but, it
must be emphasised, is a relatively unimportant feature.

As to detail, the turning circle is good for the size of
car, the oil consumption unusually low, and the fuel con-
sumption not in any way excessive for an engine of this
capacity. The coachwork has been improved; it was a
little on the sketchy side to commence with, and it was
not too easy to carry luggage outside the body itself.

The windscreen is good and can be lowered to horizontal,
a feature that is of considerable value in really hot
weather, while the hood has been improved since the first
batch of cars was built.

As a whole, a most interesting car, and one which can
only be appreciated if driven, for its performance, and,
better still, the manner of its performance, stand out as
exceptional, whereas in detail there is not much to suggest
anything out of the ordinary.
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