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“ THE AUTOCAR ROAD TESTS—(continued).

e

No. 75—~TALBOT “SEVENTY-FIVE” WEYMANN SALOON
Outstanding Performance for the Engine Size and Excellent Detail Work.

The illustration above indicales the size of the Talbot ** Seventy-Five Weymann saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce

NE of the very best practical answers imaginable

to those who contend that the English car is at a

disadvantage in comparison with relatively bigger-
-engined foreign machines, because our manufacturers’
cars are limited in size by considerations of the horse-
power tax, is supplied by the Talbot ‘‘ Seventy-Five.”’

The engine is considerably less than two and a half
litres in capacity, and the annual tax is reasonable, yet
the performance of the car is thoroughly satisfactory,
either as a good English six-cylinder, considered indi-
vidually or as a car in direct competition with trans-
atlantic productions. What is more, the Talbot has that
feel of the thoroughbred in the way in which it handles
and rides which it is almost impossible to analyse but is
worth so much to the future owner, being a quality that
has been noted in other models of this make.

There is no suggestion at all that the car is over-
bodied for the engine size, no suggestion of roughness
or of an engine working at nearly its limit. On the con-
trary, the comfortable cruising speed can be as high as
55 m.p.h., and the maximum, obviously, is well over a
genuine 70 m.p.h., the highest speedometer reading dur-
ing the timed test being, by the
way, 74 m.p.h. The car in
question was an early example,
which, it is understood, had re-
ceived very little attention.

So smooth is the engine that
the driver gets the impression
that the car is not travelling so
fast as is actually the case, the
reverse effect being a most irri-
tating thing. Main road hills, for
the most part, can be taken
accelerating on top gear, the
engine will pull smoothly down
to six or seven on that ratio, and,
in fact, almost all the running
can be done on top and third,
third being a silent ratio which
is extremely valuable in traffic
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speedometer reading was 62 m.p.h., and 50 on third is
a very comfortable figure for normal work, while 40 is
a comfortable reading on second gear.

The gear change handles beautifully, is easier than the
average for a four-speed box, and particularly simple
from top to third and third to top, those ratios being
close. Further, all the changes are quick, the lever is
very convenient, and there is a definite temptation for
the driver to use the indirects for the sheer fascination
of doing so, thereby increasing the performance, though
there is very little need for the ordinary driver to come
off top gear under normal conditions.

The clutch is excellent, and the steering is one of the
features that give the car its appeal, being geared just
sufficiently low to make the control light. There is
strong caster action, and on rough surfaces a little road
shock was transmitted through the excellent spring-
spoked steering wheel, which latter is at a very conve-
nient angle. The brakes are really decisive in bringing
the car down from high speed without judder or skid,
and it is certain that the figure in the table does not
represent the best that can be obtained from the brakes
when in full adjustment. The
operation, too, is light, and the
hand brake lever §s well placed,
the brake itself being properly
powerful.

The suspension has that
characteristic feel of the sports
car in being slightly hard, espe-
cially at low speed, but even the
back-seat passengers do not ex-
perience shock over rough sur-
faces, and the road-holding is
extremely good, the car taking
bends relatively fast and remain-
ing steady, and steering very
accurately indeed, a thing which
goes far towards making it
possible to put up an excellent
average on a long run without

or, for instance, on winding necessarily attaining a high
roads. On third the extreme maximum.
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It is very import-
ant indeed -that the
car has that curious
faculty for not tiring
the driver on a long
journey ; rather does
he feel that he wants
to continue just for
the pleasure of driv-
ing the car, so much
does it grow upon
him. Another inter-
esting thing is that it
is this type, modified
as allowed by regula-
tions, which has per-
formed so remark-
ably consistently in
the big races this year.

In detail the car is
good, too. The Wey-
mann coachwork is
excellently finished,

the soft leather cushions and upholstery are very com-

fortable, the driving seat bei

wide range, while the angle of the back rest can also

be varied simply. The grou
indirectly, and include an
accurate fuel tank gauge
and a clock, there being a
small, neat thermometer on
the radiator filler cap.
There are two big pockets,
as well as a cubby hole to
the left of the instruments,
a roof net, and ventilators
in the scuttle sides ; all four
doors can be locked and
the sliding sunshine roof is
well worth having, no water
entering around the joints
during a particularly heavy
rainstorm. :

The blind for the back
window is controlled from
the driving seat, and there
is that touch of finish and
refinement about the gen-
eral detail work which does
everything to change a car
from a convenient means
of conveyance tc a thing
worthy of personal pride.
The windscreen wiper is
electric and works well,
and the screen opens out
wide.

The tcols are carried ac-
cessibly in a special locker
under the bonnet, the bat-
tery is easily reached, the
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ng easily adjustable over a

ped instruments are lighted

TALBOT “SEVENTY-FIVE” WEYMANN SALOON.

1 3 GEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

HORN
BUTTON

ACCELERATOR
STRANGLER PEDAL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

'11_1.9721;.sp.. six cylinders, 69.5 » 100 mm. (2,276 c.c.).
ax o

Wheelbase 10ft. 0fin., track 4ft. ﬁln.

Overall length 14ft. 6in., width . 9in., helght 5ft. 10in.
Tyres: 30 < 6.00in, on d hable wire wh

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from

Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m,.p.h. over } mile,
16.74 to 1 -—
9.26 to 1 6% sec.
6.29 to 1 9] sec. 71.42 m.p.h,
49 to1 12 sec.

Turning circle : 39ft. 6in,

Tank nﬂlclty 16 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
12-volt hting set cuts in at 13 m.p.h., 14 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 29 cwt. 2 qr.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £595.

are opened and closed automatically. )
big and convenient ; close alongside is the dipstick, which
also controls a tap for draining the sump. On a long,
fairly fast run the oil consumption was very low, and
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The engine is out-
standingly neat, with
all the sparking
plugs, the ignition
distributor and the
coil remarkably ac-
cessible. Fuel feed is
by a mechanical
pump, and there is a
glass bowl filter. The
dynamolor is at the
front end of the
crankshaft and en-
closed by neat metal
fairing; the engine
starts absolutely
silently and almost
instantaneously, there
being no teeth to en-
gage as in most
cases, and this silence
is indeed excellent.
The radiator shutters
The oil filler is

the water level did not fall.

The head lamps are very
powerful, being dimmed
from a switch at the centre
of the steering wheel, and
it would probably be better
if the right-hand, instead
of the left-hand, head lamp
were cut out by the dim-
ming switch, as with the
present arrangement some
approaching drivers do not
seem to be entirely happy.
With all lights on, includ-
ing the instrument illumin-
ation, there is a good sur-
plusrof current for charging
at a normal speed.

The direction indicator
at the back of the car is
one of the best of its kind,
and, another electrical
point, it is convenient to
have the lights and the
ignition controlled by a
single switch.

An exceptional, undoubt-
edly good-looking car and
very good value into the
bargain, though that occurs
to one afterwards, as an ad-
vantage, instead of as an
implied excuse for faults.

It was provided for test

luggage grid is unusually 4OFEET from SOMBH. by the London and district
neatly concealed when out P distributors, Pass and
of use, and there  are Joyce, Ltd., 373-375,
bumpers front and rear. " Euston Road, N.W.1.
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