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Road Tests Showing Principal Characteristics.
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PEIE “PONG NINEEY TALROT

A REAL SPORTS CAR OF UNUSUAL COMFORT

T is quiter a long time since we

have tested such a likeable sports
car as the “Long Ninety” Talbot.
It is an essentially manly car: big,
robust, powerful, yet fast and lively
withal. It is, at the same time, sur-
prisingly quiet, which is one of the
reasons why rather amazing aver-
ages can be accomplished on quite
ordinary roads.

During the racing season that has
just closed the “90” model Talbot
has been the outstanding newcomer.
On each occasion it has run with
praiseworthy speed and regularity.
In the gruelling Le Mans 24-hour
race, for instance, it finished first
dnd third in the eliminating race for
the 7th Biennial Cup. It took third
and fourth places, behind two 63i-

CAR TESTED: “Long Nlncty” Talbot
open four-seater; price, £735.
ENGINE: Six cylinders; overhead
valves ; 69.5 mm.,bore; 100 mm.,
ctrohc, 2,276 c.c. R.A.C, rctln(,

7.97 h.p. ; tax £18.

GEARBOX : Iouupudccnd reverse;
ratios, 4.6 1, 6.29 to 1,
.26 20 1 and 16.74 0 1.

MAXIMUM SPEEDS ON GEARS:

Tw,u.um.p h. ; third 65 m.p.h.;

second, 42

SUSPBNSION: Half-elliptic front;
qurm-clupﬂc rear. Hartford

BRAKES ; s.tl-nm type on all four

TURNI INGCIRCI.RS: Right, 43 ft.;

left, 41
DMNSIONS: 0 ‘. ﬂ. 1} ins.;
14 ﬂ.; 5I¢ Eim.

WEIGHT (Unladen): 26 cwt.1qr.11b.
GAFFIKIN WILKINSON & CO, Ltd.,
17a Hanover Square,
London, W.

litre Bentleys, in the Grand Prix
d’Endurance for the biggest distance
covered in the 24 hours.

A month’' later, in the Irish Grand
Prix, it was 6th, 7th and 8th. In the

T.T. race in Ulster it finished 9th;
13th and 14th on handicap. In all

these events absolutely no-trouble,

MPH.

respect, except that the compression
ratio is, we believe, somewhat lower,
The very qualities which have
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made the racing Talbots so success-
ful on road and track make the
normal “90” a splendid car to
handle. It steers to a fraction of an
inch, and one can safely drive right
down the camber of a road at full
speed without experiencing the
slightest anxiety. Compared to the
slightly more sedate “75” modek
Talbot, the steering of the car under

Two views of the “Long Ninety * Talbot, showing tholttneﬂn llld@lnhbll
Vanden Plas bodywork.

and, frequently, non-stop, runs were
enjoyed.

Finally, in the British Racing
Drivers’ Club’s 500-Mile Race, one of
the Talbots ran the whole 500 miles
without a single stop, at an average
of over 100 m.p.h., while two others
averaged speeds of over 100 m.p.h.,
notwithstanding having stopped to
take in fuel.

These facts are given because they

" prove that the reliability of the car,

even when stressed to the utmost,
has never been found wanting. The
standard “90” model Talbot is
identical with the racers in every

review is just a little heavy at low
speeds, This is because the gearing
is high, so as to give the fullest con-
trol and to allow the driver to cor-
rect instantly a skid which might
develop as a result of taking a corner
too fast.

It is perhaps as well, at this
stage, to define the term “long
ninety ” as applied to the Talbot.
Gaffikin Wilkinson and Co., Ltd., of
17a, Hanover Square, handle ex-
clusively a car that, for all prac-
tical purposes, is a “90” with a
“n75” frame. Thus the wheelbase
measurelett,insteadof9ft,8;‘ns.
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THE «“LONG NINETY” TALBOT—Contd.

and greater comfort is obtained.
The body fitted is an attractive
open sports four-seater by Vanden
Plas (England), Ltd., and by clever
and systematic weight reduction the
complete car actually weighs 28 1b.
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seconds, even on a hill. In conse-
quence, really astonishing average
speeds can be maintained without
effort.,

Much of the pleasure derived from
handling this car is due to the pei-
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lighter than the short-wheelbase
model.

Owing to the increased body
dimensions and lack of str
the “all-out” speed is not quite
80 high as that of the racing model,
although the acceleration is prob-
ably better. In any case, a genuine
65 m.p.h. on third gear and 82 m.p.h.
on top is good enough for most
people, and a wonderful achievement
for the engine, of only 2,276 c.c.,
which propels this full-sized car.

A Smooth Cluich.

The clutch is beautifully smooth,
the gear change easy and the gear-

box: has a shrill, rather pleasant
“hum” when the car is travelling
fast on the intermediate gears. The
rear axle is, of course, completely
gilent. The change up or down is so
rapid as to make it well worth while
using the gearbox to ensure a quick
getaway. 3

On the open road one can cruise
silently and unobtrusively at speeds
of over 60 m.p.h., quite appreciable
bends can safely be taken without
slowing down and acceleration aftor
a check is such that the cruising
speeed is recovered within a very few
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'LONG NINETY TALBOY
TOURER

mountainous countries or in the
tropics the cooling should be ade-
quate even under the most severe
conditions.

The engine of the car we tried was
run on Ethyl and averaged about
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fect driving position. In addition,
the high scuttle, coming well back,
affords a great deal of protection
and keeps the occupants singularly
warm. ,

The comfort of both front and
rear seats is above reproach and the
springing really good without tending
ﬁitgher towards harshness or bounc-

(Right) The high
scuttle provides
ample protection,
even if the wind-
screen be opened.

16 m.p.g. at exceptionally high aver-
age speeds.

The brakes of the “Long Ninety ”
Talbot are truly excellent. Of the
self-servo type, they are smooth in
action and very powerful. They are,
moreover, ;applied with very little
pressure. - The curve which we pub-
lish shows the pulling-up distances
from various speeds.

(Above) A front

view, showing

the handsome

radiator. (Right)

The cleanly de-

signed power
unit,

Needless to say, the large radiator
makes for very cool running. In-
deed, to get the frue maximum specd
we were obliged to blank off two-
thirds of the radiator so as to get
the engine sufficiently warm! In

The “Long Ninety " Talbot is a
sports car that can be thoroughly
recommended to the most exacting
‘motorist with sporting tastes. It is
really fast, lively and, above all,
absolutely dependable,



