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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Talbot Scoui saloon ‘-

)>—TALBOT SCOUT SALOON

In Every Way a Thoroughbred Car Which Handles Beautifully

ARTICULARLY of recent years Clement Talbot
P have built up a wonderful reputation with two
types of six-cylinder engines, both of relatively
small capacity considering the size of machine they
propel, and both doing their work extraordinarily well.
-The Talbot is a car which as a type endears itself
to one instantly, because of the obviously beautiful
finish, not only where such finish is immediately visible,
but beneath the bonnet, for example, as well; again,
because of the controls, every single item being exactly
where it is most convenient and working with the
lightest pressure of the hand or foot; and, finally,
because, though the Talbot has the appearance and
comfort of an expensive touring machine, the car
possesses in great measure the stability, the immediate
response to the driver’s wishes, of the sports car.

The Scout, it will be remembered, is a modified
short-chassis edition of the original 14-45 h.p., with a
shorter, sports-type saloon body, and therefore con-
siderably lighter, which,
with the same engine capa-
city, has materially in-
creased the performance
to meet the needs of those
people not requiring the
accommodation of the
longer wheelbase car.
Nevertheless, it is not so
important that the per-
formance of the Scout
over the measured quarter-
mile is really good, as that
the manner of the per-
formance is pleasing in the
extreme.

The cruising range can
be anywhere up to 50
m.p.h., and, curiously, the
engine seemed, if any-

thing, to be smoother at 50 than at 40 m.p.h., though
the charm of the car is such that the driver is happy
to let the car purr along contentedly for mile after
mile at the lower speed, doing practically everything
on top gear, despite the comparatively small engine,
without attempting to hurry abnormally unless circum-
stances demand. The Talbot handles like a thorough-
bred; in fact, it is clear from every one of the details
that it is a thoroughbred ; and that, with a motor car,
as in other directions, means just everything and ex-
presses mor'e than a wealth of mechanical detail could
hope to convey.

It is sufficient to say that the position of the driver
is exactly right, the spring-spoked wheel itself is ex-
ceedingly pleasant to hold, and the right-hand gear
change goes beautifully, with a light, quick movement.
Further, the hand-brake lever is within reach, and looks
as though it were intended for use; indeed, the hand
brake can be employed in the ordinary way if the driver

wishes, and will hold the
@ car with gertaint_\' on a

1-in-4 hill" The pedal-
operated brakes are light
and very smooth indeed
in their action, while the
test figure speaks for
itself.

During the timed test on
the track the speedometer
held a steady reading of
{ 67, and it is fair to men-
tion that a strong, favour-
able wind was blowing,
and on the road a reading
of 70 was obtained. On
third gear 335 is a comfort-
able reading, and 40 is
possible ; while on second
25 is normal, first being
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*“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

in the nature of an emergency
ratio.

Throughout the car the details
are good. The body has four
doors, each of which can be
locked, and which shut nicely
without being slammed at all—
always an attractive point. The
windows wind up and down with
a pleasing lightness of action,
and above each of the windows
is a louvre, which allows the
glass in the door to be lowered
a few inches in cold or wet
weather without making the in-
terior unpleasant. The uphol-
stery is beyond criticism; the
front seats are separate and

immediately adjustable, the cushions are deep and soft,
but not so soft as to give insufficient support, and the rear
seat has comfortable armrests at the sides.
back leg room is afforded by deep wells, which wells
would probably be too deep for many people, instead
of the reverse, though this is a matter which can easily
be modified at the outset when the car is purchased.
The instrument panel is extremely attractive and as
equally practical, with the accurate fuel gauge, clock,

and ftrip-type speedo

At the

meter, all the dials
being beautifully illumin-
ated by indirect lighting.
A thermometer is fitted on
the radiator cap, which
might be more clearly
visible at night. There is
a deep cubby hole, and a
roof net arranged so that
either front- or back-seat
occupants can reach it,
and, of course, the blind
for the rear window is
controlled properly from
the driver’s seat. The
mirror could have given a
wider view behind the car.

The windscreen opens
out wide, with a very
simple, neat control and
locking mechanism ; it has I
safety glass, and the elec-
tric wiper is efficient,
being fitted, as usual with
Talbots, at the bottom of
the screen, though none
of the mechanism is in
the driver’s line of vision.
The sliding roof, too, is
neat, can be opened and
shut easily by the occu-
pant of either front seat
and does not give rise to
rattle.

In the scuttle sides are
big ventilators, and it is a
notable point that at no

Turning circle: 37ft.
Tank e-lrldty 16 gallons, fuel consumption 22-23 m.n.g.
12-volt ting set cuts in at 13 m.p.h., 15 amps. at 3) m.p.h.
Weight : ‘Jr.

Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £395.

13.8 h.p. TALBOT SCOUT SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

13.8 :1'4’.' six cylinders, 61 » 95 mm. (1,665 c.c.).

Wheelbase 9ft. 3}in., track 4ft. 1gln.

Overall length 13ft. 5}in., width 5ft. 7}in., height 5ft. 8in.
Tyres 30 x 4.75in. on detachable wire wheel
Engine—rear axle

Acceleration from

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
23.2 to 1 —_—
135 to 1 —
9.7 to1 93 sec.
587 to 1 141 sec.

4 cwt. 2

27 EET firon: SOMPH.
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teeth engaging with oth
cold, frosty morning was instantaneous.

Returning to the engine itself, the external finish is
such that there is every encouragement for the owner
to keep each component spotlessly clean, than which
there can be nothing better ; and the absence of anything
that resembles an afterthought is most refreshing. The
oil filler is big and convenient, and, combined with the
dipstick, is a control for draining the oil sump. The
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Timed speed
over } mile.

66.17 m.p.h.

time is there any suspicion of
fumes reaching the interior; in
fact, for the winter the interior
could receive more heat from the
engine, though it is not easy to
strike just the right compromise.

The engine is one of the neat-
est in existence to-day, which is
accounted for partly by the
traditional use of the combined
dynamo and starting motor
mounted on the nose of the
crankshaft. In its operation this
dynamotor is a joy and a de-
light, for, as soon as the starter
button is pressed the engine fires
regularly, without the slightest
suggestion of the noise of gear

er teeth, and starting on a really

- carburetter has an air
cleaner, while the tools
are in a locker under the
bonnet.

The luggage container,
built into the tail of the
body, is excellent ; and, to
give an idea of the capa-
city, it comfortably holds
six two-gallon petrol tins.
None of the spring bolts
requires lubrication, the
double-acting friction
shock absorbers are acces-
sible, and the battery
is especially convenient.
The wiring deserves a
word, for it is exception-
ally well done.

The head lamps give a
first-rate bealm, though
opinion may be divided as
to the practice of dimming
by switching out the near-
side lamp and leaving the
off-side lamp alight, with
its beam trained to the
near side.

Altogether, a very fine
car, the smallest of the
Talbot range, but in every
way fitted to carry the
famous name and all that
it implies. A car in which
the aim and ability of the
designer and the skill and
experience of the producer
are immediately apparent.

AS

=

B 26



