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The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the Swift Cadet saloon.
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No. 620 (") —SWIFT CADET SALOON
Well-equipped, Roomy and Good-looking Newcomer in the-8 h.p. Class.

ARS in the smallest categories as reckoned by
engine size are probably of direct interest to a far
greater number of people than any other single

type, since the relatively low initial cost and the subse-
quent modest operating charges are within the limits of
a wide section of the potential motoring community.
Thus a newcomer in this class, the 847 c.c. Swift Cadet,
is bound to be studied closely, the more so, in all proba-
bility, because the manufacturers have a long experience
of building comparatively small four-cylinder machines
of an economical and reliable type.

In the design of this new model, which appeared
publicly for the first time at the last Olympia Show, the
aim, naturally enough, has been to create, by the incor-
poration of certain special points, a definite reason for
the car’s introduction. The result is particularly inter-
esting.

For example, the Swift has an extremely roomy body
for a chassis with an engine taxed at £8, a body in which
four people can sit comfortably, deep wells giving leg
room in the back com-
partment. That, in itself,
1s something of an achieve-
ment. Further, the sus-
pension, with half-elliptic
springs back and front,
feels entirely up to the
work imposed by a full
load, is soft enough for
comfort even on rough
surfaces at normal speeds,
but sufficiently firm to
make the car steady on
corners. In this no doubt
the friction type shock
absorbers play an import-
tant part.

Again, the Swift has the
fuel tank at the back of
the chassis, as with bigger

machines, the feed to the carburetter being by a vacuum
tank, which, incidentally, functions well on a steep hill
and also even when the supply in the tank is getting
quite low. The rear fuel tank certainly gives a fecling
of security, and the filler for it is convenient, too.

The speed is fully adequate for the type of car, and,
considering the size of the body and its capacity, it is
excellent that the cruising speed can normally be between
35 and 40 m.p.h., when the engine is smooth and quiet.
The maximum is easily obtained on a reasonably long
stretch of level road, and then, as would be expected,
the engine is more noticeable, though not actually harsh.

During the timed test the speedometer held an effec-
tive reading of 55, the indicator being of a revolving
drum type, which did not keep steady at above the 50
mark. The car tested had covered a very small mileage ;
increased smoothness, and, possibly, slightly better
acceleration are to be expected later in the car’s life.

It is"only natural that the indirect gears should have
to be used a good deal, though, especially with only
one or two people in the
car, the top gear perform-
ance is satisfactory; and
on top, with thg ignition
retarded, the engine will
throttle down to a brisk
walking pace and pull
smoothly. That the effect
on the performance of ad-
ditional load is noticeabls
is scarcely. surprising, and
it is most important that
the gear change is rela-
tively very easy indeed
and fairly quick on the up-
ward changes. Normal
speeds for changing up
are, on the speedometer,
12 m.p.h. on first-and 25
on second, though 35
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

m.p.. is possible on second
with a certain amount of noise.
The gears themselves are not
noisy.

Control as a whole is excel-
lent, properly sensitive, and
light. Apart from the conveni-
ently long gear lever, the steer-
ing wheel is big, has a thin rim,
and is spring spoked, the steer-
ing itself being very pleasantly
light, though sufficiently defi-
nite for accurate control, no road
shock being transmitted. The
clutch action, too, is light, and
the drive takes up smoothly pro-
vided the driver is normally sen-
sitive in engaging the pedal,
which applies to practically
-every small car. :

The brakes are exceptional for
a machine of this class, being

smooth as well as decisive and requiring very little pres-
sure on the pedal.- The hand brake, too, will hold the
car on a steep hill, though the lever could be more con-
venient when the gear lever is in first speed position
and the brake has to be released without undue delay.

As to the interior, the

bucket-type front seats are I
separate, and, while not
immediately | adjustable,
the driver’s seat can be set
suitably at the outset. The
back seat is nicely uphol-
stered and comfortable,
arm-rests being formed by
the wheel arches, which
project into the body,
there being ample support
also fsr the back.

There is a pocket behind
each front seat; the blind
for the rear window is con-
trolled from the driving l
seat in a particularly con-
venient way, and all the
side windows slide open,
having screw stops to limit
their movement. The
single-panel screen opens
sufficiently for visibility in
mist, has a suction wiper
which cleans a big area,
and is fitted with safety
glass. There is an interior
driving mirror, but a roof
lamp would be worth |
having. The sliding roof is
excellent; it is neat, and
opens and shuts easily
from inside the car.

The instruments are
panelled, as usual; they
are well lighted indirectly,
and include a clock, a
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
7.8 h.p., four cylinders, 56 x 86 mm. (847 c.c.).
Tax £8. .
Wheelbase 6ft. 9in., track 3ft. 6in.
Overall length 10ft. 10in., width 4ft. 4lin., height 5ft. 1}in.
Tyres: 27 x 4.00in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

18.97 to 1 -
10.23 to 1 8% sec.
5.50 to 1 19¢ sec. 50.00 m.p.h.

Turning circle 36ft. (right); 42ft. (left).
Tank capacity 5 gallons, fuel consumption 45 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.,h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 13 cwt. 7 1b.

Price, with semi-panelled saloon body with sliding roof, £165.
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and the dipstick is close to it.
a whole, is especially neat and accessible.

Bumpers of the full-width type are fitted front and
back: The head lamps give a very good beam, and the
dip-and-switch reflectors are controlled from a switch

Timed speed
over } mile.

thermometer not being standard,
though there is a fuel gauge on
top of the tank, at the back of
the car. A cubby hole is pro-
vided on the left of the instru-
ments, and the door handles
have long straps for ‘ distant
control,”” which is convenient.
Neat mats are fitted on the
floors ; the battery and tools are
very accessible, beneath the
front seats.

In fact, it is obvious that a
great deal of care has been
taken from the future owner’s
point of view, and the Swift
possesses several points of detail
which are not always seen to
the best advantage even on
more expensive cars. For in-
stance, the engine oil filler is
exceptionally good and big,
Further, the engine, as

on the steering column.
It seemed probable that
the dynamorwas not giving
its normal output at the
time of test, since, with all
the lights on, including the
instrument  illumination,
there was a discharge of
4 amperes at normal
speeds. A small but not
unimportant point is that a
deeper note for the horn

bigger car, besides being
more effective, the Swift it-
self certainly giving no idea
of insignificance.

The little car looks well ;
the relatively big body is
not at all ungainly, and the
finish—part fabric and
part panelled—is good.
A metal tray between the
dumb-irons makes the
front view neat, though it
has to be removed to use
the starting handle—not at
all a difficult matter.

The Swift Cadet has the
performance which a great
many owners require, and,
above all, it is comfort-
able and well equipped.

The car was provided for
test by the London joint
distributors, the Newnham
Motor Co., 237, Hammer-
smith Road, W.6.
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