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“THE AUTOCAR"™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

from rattles and squeaks. Then, although it has much
in common with the design described as a sportsman’s
coupé, it differs widely from that style of body in that
there is no blind rear quarter and the back seat passen-
gers have, therefore, a view comparable with that
obtained from a normal saloon. There is entire free-
dom from any feeling of restriction or lack of light.

Two very large doors, each 3ft. 3in. wide, are used,
access to the rear seats being gained by tipping the
backs of the separate front seats, each of which has an
easy means of adjustment. The front seats, provided
either with a sponge rubber or pneumatic basis, are
extremely comfortable and are so placed as to give the
driver a good view of the road ahead, and, incidentally,
of both front wings. Each front seat is 1ft. 8in. wide;
with the driving seat fully forward there is 1ft. 4in.
between it and the nearest pedal.

The back accommodation is not of an emergency
nature and can be occupied for long periods without
fatigue. Between the arm-rests the seat is 3ft. 7jin.
wide ; with the front seat adjusted for a driver of normal
height there is 1ft. 1}in. leg room at the back. The
windows in the doors wind up and down, both doors
can be secured, there are a roof lamp and ventilator,
and a blind over the wide back window, controlled
from the driving seat. The screen opens wide and has
a vacuum wiper. The instrument panel might be better
finished and more adequately lighted, in accordance

with tastes in this country ; there is no form of tempera-
ture indicator or fuel gauge. The interior mirror is of
unusual width and is effective. A very large suit-case
carrier divided in two is fitted at the back of the car.

The engine and its auxiliaries are typically neat and
clean, the electrical gear in particular being sound and
well finished. The dipstick and oil filler are on the same
side of the engine; the carburetter is- high and acces-
sible; the ignition distributor and plugs can also be
easily reached. A visible type petrol filter is fitted.
When the battery is fully charged the supply of current
from the dynamo is automatically cut off, and com-
mences again only when some current has been
consumed.

The side lamps are useful, while the head lamps are
extraordinarily effective with an extremely powerful
and long-distance beam. A dim position, controlled
from the centre of the wheel on the latest model, but
from the dash on the car tested, provides an anti-dazzle
beam, adequate for driving at quite high speeds.

General finish and the external appearance are
pleasing. For an Italian car with which one is rather
inclined to associate overcooling as a feature in this
country, the Bianchi gets warm, which i most direc-
tions is an advantage, as the process does not seem to
go too near the point of boiling.

As a whole this gives the impression of being a
medium-sized car of quality.

- No. 51.—10 h.p.

SWIFT SALOON

Good Finish and a General Air of Solidity and Sound Workmanship.

INISH is one of the most noticeable features of the
F 10 h.p. Swift saloon. Particularly does this apply

to the bodywork and to its interior. Well turned
out wood cappings, pleated leather upholstery, good
roof material, and a solidity about the metal fittings,
these are noteworthy points. There is character about
the car, its performance on the road is remarkable for
the “‘manner in which it travels
at quite a high cruising speed
and takes little notice of bad
surfaces or of curves.

Perhaps the steadiness of
the car is its most notable
characteristic, for it runs as
if on rails and, having excel-
lent steering, light, with the
right degree of caster action,
providing insulation from road
shock, and being about correct
in gear ratio, it can be taken
round corners in the most
satisfactory manner.

Then the four-cylinder en-
gine is essentially one that
2njoys ‘‘ revving,”’ and shows
at its best when it is pulling
merrily or swinging the car
along at a steady 40-45 m.p.h.
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There is a certain amount of fine vibration ; that is to
say, the driver realises that the car has a little engine
that is working busily, but this vibration is never
unpleasant and is not productive of irritating noises.
Being high-spirited and relatively small in capacity,
the engine naturally runs the better in conjunction with
fair use of the gear lever. A four-speed box is pro-
T vided, and the ratios are well
chosen to suit the characteris-
tics of the engine, with the
result that the car has the
pleasant high cruising speed
referred to, and on third gear
also possesses a very fair
turn of acceleration in addi-
tion to a reasonable maxi-
mum. Gear changing is
easy, and a fair latitude of
_judgment appears to be avail-
able for making a silent
change up or down. The
gear change is, in fact, easier
than most, and the right-
hand lever is comfortably
within the driver’s reach.
Unlike some single-plate
examples, the clutch takes up
the drive from rest withont
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any tendency to go in -

with a snatch, and this is
a point much in its favour.
Another praiseworthy fea-
ture is‘ the absence of
noise on the indirect
gears; these operate quite
unusually quietly ; more-
over, there is no unplea-

sant sound when over- -

running. This is all to
the good in a car in which
the gear box should be
used freely to obtain the
best results.

Particularly does the
value of the four-speed
gear box become appar-
ent on hills, for by
changing early and keep-
ing the engine turning
over really quickly, a
brisk pertormance can be
obtained. Hills of the 1
in 6 order require the use
of second, and on this
ratio can be crested at a
steady 18 m.p.h. or so.
Easier gradients, such as
those of the 1 in 10
variety, cannot be climbed
in top gear if they are
long, but can be chested at
a good round speed on
third

The stopping distance
given for the brakes
shows that these are well
up to their work; they

operate pleasantly smoothly, and there is no need to
exert very heavy force on the pedal. They are good
. brakes. Incidentally, the four-wheel set operated by
the pedal is separate from the additional set of shoes in
the back wheel drums controlled by the side lever.
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AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

9.7 h.p., four cylinders, 62.5 :< 97 mm. (1,190 c.c.).

Tax £10.

Wheelbase 8ft. 6in., track 3ft. 10in.

Overall length 12ft. 3in., width 4ft. 11}in., height 5ft. 8}in.
Tyres : 27 x 4.4in. on detachable steel wheels.

Engine—rear-axle Maxima Acceleration
ge;\; x"atlos. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
13.45 27 =
7.95 43 12 sec.

5 56 19 sec.
Tank cazacity 6 gallons, fuel consumption 30-35 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set.
Weight : 18 cwt. 2 qr.
Frice, with fabric saloon body, £260.
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5_ 26 FEET FROM 25 MPH kﬁ

There is compensation be-
tween the front and the
back set of the four-wh:el
system, but none between
the right and left wheels.

No main adjustment is
provided, because the
makers consider that users
of cars are too prone to
rely upon a main adjust-
ment if it is provided, and
are apt to leave the indivi-
dual adjustments to look
after  themselves. In-
stead, therefore, of a main
adjustment there is on
each of the brake cam-
spindle levers on the front
and rear axles a spring-
loaded  screw  thimble
which is operated with an
ordinary spanner. These
adjustments are quite easy
to reach.

In the main the details
are reasonably accessible
for maintenance and ad-
justment. The valve gear
on the left of the engine
is unobstructed by other
fittings.  Also, the oil-
filler cap is large, and
when withdrawn brines
the dipper stick with it.
On the right side of the
engine the magneto. lies
parallel with the cylinder
block and its contact
breaker and distributor

are screened by the carburetter, the lay out in this
respect being somewhat cramped. A good point is the
provision of a water tap at the lowest point in the pipe
leading from the cylinder block to the bottom of the
radiator so that the water system can be fully drained.
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“ THE AUTOCAR’ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

In the floor of the front compartment is
a trap-door which exposes the batteries.
Those tools which are likely to be wanted
on the road are carried in clips on the front
side of the dashboard, whilst the remainder
of the outfit reposes in a large tray beneath
the back seats.

Grease-gun chassis lubrication is em-
ployed, and in the main the nipples are
reasonably easy to reach either directly or

through suitable holes cut in the valances. Two of the
rear brake nipples are awkwardly placed.

In general, the interior of the coachwork is well and
comfortably arranged. The front seats are separate and

(Above) The interior of the 10 h.p. Swift saloon.
(Left) A threequarter back view of the Swift.

are instantly adjustable for reach, the backs are reason-
ably high and pneumatic upholstery ensures genuine
comfort. In the back there is plenty of space.

The equipment includes a single-panel adjustable
windscreen with vacuum wiper, a blind over the rear
light controlled by the driver, winding windows in the
four doors, pockets in the doors, and on each side of
the instrument board is a shallow shelf.

The whole car gives an impression of being solid and
strong, and of being a good performer on the road.

THE NEW 21-60 h.p. WOLSELEY

Notable Addition to High-grade Six-cylinder Cars Embodies Interesting Features.

HE advent of an entirely new six-cylinder Wolseley

is an event of considerable importance. The 21-60 h.p.

under review is not new in so far as its rating goes,
and, substantially, the engine is unchanged. -

It has, however, undergone refining processes, and cer-
tain alterations to the engine accessories, notably a new
position for the starter- motor, render accessibility much
easier. The steering gear has also been considerably
stiffened up. Beyond this the chassis is new from stem to
stern, and embodies some striking innovations. The radia-
tor is very shapely and tapers inwards slightly from top
to bottom, but it is of considerably greater depth from
front to rear at the bottom edge, thus giving a slightly
sloped back effect when viewed sideways. The frame
is of almost phenomenal depth of side section, and
is strongly trussed amidships by very deep transverse
girders.

So far as it is humanly possible to ensure rigidity, this
frame should be almost inflexible.

The body is specially mounted, and no flexure whatever
is permitted between body and frame. Exceptionally well-
sprung seats, the front being separate buckets, are a
feature, while the rear seat is adjustable for rake.

It is obvious that wonderful press tools have been used
in the whole of the body panelling, the finish being excep-
tionally fine. All six windows rise and fall.

With regard to the braking, this is by the Lockheed
hydraulic system on the four wheels, and a transmission
hand-operated brake is provided in addition. One-piece
wings of particularly efficient and pleasing design, buffer
bars front and rear, a really capacious.and well-arranged
luggage carrier, Lucas Biflex head lamps, and an electrical
petrol gauge are other features.

The rear axle ratio is 5} to 1, 14in. brake drums are
used, the tyres are 31x 5.25in. in well-base rims, and a
choice of three colour schemes is offered.

The price of the car complete is £425, while Triplex glass
may be obtained in all windows and the screen for {15
extra. A selection of these new cars, together with the
chassis, may be seen at the main London distributors,
Eustace Watkins, Ltd., Berkeley Street, W.1, who will -
cater for all tastes in coachwork by offering a range of
Weymann and fabric bodies as an alternative to the hand-
some all-steel standard production type. In the next issue
of The Autocar a detailed chassis description and impres-
sions of the car on the road will be given.
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