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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the 10 h.p. Swift coachbuilt saloon

No. 643

rae)—10 h.p. SWIFT COACHBUILT SALOON

A Sound Small Car with an Extraordinarily Recomy and Comfortable Body

TRESSED as the question of sheer performance is
to-day, there are times when one is in danger of
overlooking, or at any rate of underestimating, the

value of a car which has as its principal merits reliability
and durability, and a steady-going kind of performance
capable of fully satisfying ordinary requirements.

The 10 h.p. Swift has built up a good name for this sort
of service; it is a car that will withstand any amount of
hard driving within its capabilities; and, though the
maximum, as these things are reckoned to-day, is not
really high, the limit of spesd possible from the size of
engine has deliberately been sacrificed in the interests
of carrying a big, roomy and comfortable body. = There
can be no doubt that this is a method which has many
supporters, and for them it is absolutely adequate that the
car will run happily, economically, and at its best
between 30 and 40 m.p.h. for mile upon mile, with a
dogged ability to hang on to top gear, remembering the
engine size and the weight of the car.

At the everyday cruising speed the engine is quiet
mechanically, with a tendency, naturally, for the noise
to increase if the speed is taken much above that cruising
range. Itis exactly right for the type of car that it should
possess a four-speed gear
box, for third is a useful
ratio, with a comfortable
limit of 35 m.p.h., and can
increase the performance
very materially indeed if
used fairly frequently.
Against that, the engine
pulls strongly on top gear
for the owner who prefers
to bring the indirects into
use as rarely as pos-
sible.

Second gear has a com-
fortable limit of 20 m.p.h.,
and first is an emergency
ratio for the steepest hills.
It is especially important
that the right-hand gear
change is soft, light and
fairly quick, the lever

coming nicely to hand, the change being easier than
normal for a four-speed gear box, while the indirect gears

. are not unduly noisy. The clutch action is reasonably

light and the drive takes up smoothly with no special
precautions on the driver’s part. ‘

The steering is light and there is some caster action,
while fine movement of the road wheels can be felt
through the rim of the steering wheel, though this is not
pronounced and is actually of no particular account,
especially if the wheel is held lightly. The brake pedal
requires no great pressure, and the action is firm and
definite, so that the driver is confident of his ability to
stop the car in an emergency, while there is no pull on
the steering when the brakes are applied hard. If the
action were more progressive in its effect the stopping
distance would have been shorter, but the back wheels
tended to lock under maximum pressure on the pedal,
and thus the car slid for several feet, without, however,
deviating from the straight. The hand brake is really
powerful and can be used apart from merely holding the
car stationary, the lever being convenient.

It is possible to run as slowly as 6 m.p.h., or a little
less, on top gear, with the ignition retarded, and then
open up the throttle care-
fully and get away
smoothly, which is good
for a foursylinder, but
normally the engine is not
at all unduly sensitive to
the ignition control.

For this year’s car the
springs are longer and
hydraulic shock absorbers
have been adopted; at
times definite movement
could be ‘felt by anyone
riding on the back seat,
while on corners the car
was steady—particularly
so for the type and size of
machine.

Apart from the fact that
the car gets along highway
or by-way at a good
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average speed, and controls
nicely, the chief interest natur-
ally centres upon the body, for
the owner is likely to be some-
one very much more concerned
with how many people he can
carry in the car, and in what
degree of comfort he can carry
them, than with questions of
the maximum speed possible.

The Paladin coachbuilt saloon,
which is the type tested, has
accommodation of an order that
-would be associated with a
bigger chassis than that of the
10 h.p. Swift. Not only is there
an abundance of leg room for
each of the four occupants, and
all the elbow room that can be .
desired, but the angle of the back rests in relation to the
seat cushions has been carefully studied.

This results in a particularly comfortable position, at
both back and front, with something of a reclining effect
that is restful on a long run, while still affording the
driver a sense of accurate control over the machine.
Further, the upholstery and cushions are all pneumatic,
and very good indeed, and the separate front seats are
adjustable, while occupied,
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- ease of getting in and out is above
normal, and is better even
through the driver’s door than
is usually the case when right-
hand brake and gear levers are
used. Certainly the extra room
at the centre of the driving com-
partment is worth having.

The windscreen opens just
sufficiently for a direct view and
has an efficient suction wiper.
In the grouped instruments are
a clock and trip-type speedo-
meter, though neither a fuel tank
gauge nor a thermometer is
standard, and the dials are
illuminated very effectively from
behind. To the left of the in-
strument panel is a cubby hole

to the right is the switch for

"

of useful depth, while
the lamps and dynamo.

From cold, and at all other times as well, the engine
starts easily, and is noteworthy for having the sparking
plugs, carburetter, and magneto accessibly mounted,
while the oil filler cap is big and convenient and em-
bodies the dipstick. - The consumption of oil during the
test was negligible. Also accessible is the vacuum
tank for drawing the fuel

for position. As set at the
time of test, for anyone of
normal height the driver’s
seat could with advantage
have gone farther forward
than the limit of adjust-

10 h.p. SWIFT COACHBUILT SALOON

from the back tank—which
is a good innovation on the
car this year—to the float
chamber ; there is a push-
and-pull tap for shutting

ment allowed, but that is
easily rectified. At the
back, wells in the floor in-
crease the leg room, and
there are arm-rests at the
sides of the seat.

A good sliding roof is
provided, which can be
opened and closed from in-
side the car and exposes a
‘large area when open. In-
terior equipmentincludes a
roof net that can be
reached by everyone in the
car, a roof lamp for which
the switch is within reach
of the driver, and a blind
for the rear window
controlled properly from
the driving seat. Further,
there is a useful driving
mirror above the wind-
screen, two windows at
each side wind up and
down, the handles having
a light, continuous action,
which is fairly quick,
while the rearward pair of
windows is fixed. All four
doors can be locked and
their width is such that
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER
9.7 h&p.. four cylinders, 62.5 X 97 mm. (1,190 c.c.).
Tax £10.
Wheelbase 8ft. 6in., track 3ft. 10in.
Overall length 12ft. 3in., width 5ft., helghm.. 6in.
w o

Tyres: 27 X 4.40in. on detachable wire
Engine—rear axle  Acceleration from Timed speed

ACCELERATOR
PEDAL

gear ratios, steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
23 tol -—
145 to 1 —

8.6 to 1 11 sec.

54tol 18 sec. 52.02 m.p.h.

Turning circle : 42ft,

Tank ca; ty 6 gallons, fuel consumption 35 m.p.!.

12-volt ting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : cwt.

Price, with coachbuilt saloon body, £259.

% 47 FEET from 3OMPH

off the supply.

Clipped securely beneath
the bonnet are the jack,
jack handle and wheel
brace, as well as a. force-
feed oil-can. On the right-
hand side of the engine is
a greaser which, through
pipe lines, conveniently
supplies several normally
inaccessible bearings, in-
cluding the clutch thrust.

A folding luggage grid
is fitted, and there are
bumpers. The finish is
good, besides which the
car as a whole has pleasing
lines.

The head lamps give an
extremely effective beam,
and with all lights on the
current output balances the
consumption.

Altogether, the Swift Ten
is a sound small car which
has an enthusiastic clientele
all its own.

It was provided for test
by the London joint dis-
tributors, the Newnham
Motor Co., 237, Hammer-
smith Road, W.6.
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