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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

20 h.p. SUNBEAM WEYMANN SALOON

ENEWING acquaintanceship
R with the 20 h.p. Sunbeam is
always a pleasure, because the
car has a distinct individuality of an
entirely attractive kind. It is supple
and responsive, and it goes about its
business with a quiet willingness, just as if it enjoyed
being an enthusiastic driver’s good motor car.

There was a particular interest in making a road
trial of the latest type, because quite recently some
considerable alterations in mechanical construction have
been made, the chief of them being a change over
from cantilever to half-elliptic rear springs. The sus-
pension has been materially improved, for the car rides
on a very level keel whatever may be the surface, and
there is an absence of roll on corners, :

Perhaps the greatest benefit is noticeable in the rear
scats. for an occupant thereof finds himself exceedingly
comfortable, is not in any way harassed by high speeds,
and is not liable to be bounced off the seat when a
bridgelet is traversed. Always the 20 h.p. Sunbeani has
been steady on
corners, but now
it is remarkably so
and can be driven
fast round curves as
if it ran on rails.

One of the attrac-
tions of the car is
the ease with which
a high average
speed can be made
over a long dis-
tance, without ever
seeming to be in a
hurry. A cruising
speed of 50 to 55
m.p.h. is pleasant.
The engine goes
about* its work
smoothly and is
flexible enough to
make the need of

A Fine Car of the Best

Type with a Per-

formance as Brisk as
it is Pleasant.

‘gear changing an exception rather
than a rule.. For example, on a
northward run from the Midlands the
only change into third that had to be
made was when climbing the upper
reaches of that section of Kirkstone
Pass, which commences at Windermere. This, of
course, disregards any gear changing necessitated by
starting in traffic, or on account of other stops. Never-
theless, the performance of the lower gears is all that
it should be, as the tabulated figures show. The
indirect gears are not at all noisy, whilst the gear
change is a particularly easy one, except that the gear
lever is rather short, being so made in order to secure
easy entry into the driver’s seat from the right-hand side.

There is an interesting point regarding the four wheel
brakes, which are operated by a vacuum servo, and
have lately been redesigned in detail, including the
provision of a second separate set of shoes in the rear
drums for the hand brake.  The net result of the
modifications has been considerably to increase the
efficiency of the
operating mechan-
ism, and this is
clearly shown by
the stopping power
of the brakes, even
when the servo is
purposely cut out
of action. For ex-
ample, using the
servo the car can
be pulled up from
25 m.p.h. in 23ft.
If the gear is
slipped into neutral
and the engine
stopped, so that
the vacuum
mechanism is in-
operative, the car
can be pulled up
from 25 m.p.h. in
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25ft.  Naturally, in the
latter case, considerably
greater pressure on the
pedal is necessary to
achieve the result, but the
effectiveness is certainly
greater than might be
expected.

It is a characteristic of
the engine that it can suc-
cessfully perform two ser-
vices. It provides very
silent and smooth propul-
sion for driving quietly
about towns or country
lanes, but at the same time
it can give, on demand, all
the power that is needed
to afford fast touring ; and
it does not become rough
when delivering close on
its maximum power. Dual
ignition is fitted. Inci-
dentally, the lubricating
oil is now regulated in
temperature by an oil
radiator - concealed be-
neath the cover across the
front dumb-irons.

Another point is the
use of special pistons with
cast-iron skirts and alu-
minium heads, which need
only small clearances and
are not likely to wear
rapidly and produce piston
slap.  Concerning petrol

consumption, a test taken -

over a long run, cruising
at about 50 m.p.h. and
averaging a shade over 35
‘m.p.h., showed a result
of 15.7 m.p.g. At lesser
speeds the figure would
be considerably better.
The car was new and not
fully run in.

The steering is particu-
larly pleasant, light and
with just the right degree
of caster action, whilst
the possibility of wheel
wobble in after-life has
been guarded against by
the introduction of fric-
tion dampers in the
steering swivel heads. The
steering lock has recently
been improved. There are
several special refinements
about the chassis, one of
them being a system of
centralised  lubrication,
which is operated by de-
pressing a pedal situated
in the driving compart-

20 h.p. SIX-CYLINDER SUNBEAM WEYMANN SALOON.
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V') POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

20 b.p., six cylinders, 75 - 110 mm. (2,916 c.c.).

Tax £21.

Wheelbase 10ft. 4}in., track 4ft. 7in.

Overall length 14ft. 5}in., width 5ft. 9lin., height 6ft. 1in,
Tyres: 6in. for 20in. rim on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.k.).
20.4 15 _
14.0 30 9 sec.
7.4 50 8 sec.
5.1 70 11} sec.

Turning circle : 44ft.

Tank capacity 13} gallons, fuel consumption 16-18 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 11 m.p.h.

Weight: 32 cwt. 2 gr. .

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £875.

(/IR .. 23 FEET from 25 M.P.H.
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ment.  On releasing the
pedal a strong spring
actuates a plunger and
forces oil to all the chassis
bearings. At the back of
the car what appears to be
a very neat cover over the
petrol tank opens up and
forms a luggage grid.

As regards coachwork :
the Weymann saloon is
above reproach as to
finish and appearance, as
well as to freedom from
noise. The two front
seats are separate and ad-
justable ; their backs give
support to the shoulders,
and the seats themselves
have sprung bases upon
which a soft down cushion
is overlaid. When these
seats have been in use a
little time they become
wonderfully comfortable.
The same system of seat
is used in the back com-
partment, but there is a
clever arm-rest which is in-
visible when out of use.

There is plenty of leg-
room in the back, and
also sufficient head-room
throughout the interior.
At the top of the single-
panel adjustable wind-
screen is an anti-glare
glass visor, the posi-
tion of which is ad-
justable from inside the
car. The instruments are
neatly grouped and in-
clude a fuel gauge; on the
left side is a locking cup-
board, and on the right
a shelf.  Dip-and-switch
head lamps are mounted
high on a strong cross-
tube, and are controlled
pneumatically.

It may be remarked that
the driving compartment
does not become over-
heated, and ventilation
without draught can be
obtained even during
heavy rain.

The 20 h.p. Sunbeam is
a very fine car of the best
class, and its road per-
formance is as brisk as it
is pleasant, whilst the
general finish is excellent.
The recent improvements
also have proved well
worth making.
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