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“THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS—{continued).

25.4 h.p. STUDEBAKER-ERSKINE SALOON

Well-equipped, Well-finished Car which has a Distinctly Useful Performance.
The illustration above indicates the size of the 25.4 h.p. Studebaker-Evskine saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. i?olls-Royce.

MERICAN manufacturers have the happy ability
A of producing cars which can be offered, even in
this country, at a figure that is competitive, and
yet do not give that idea of being cheap machines,
using the term in its worst sense. The new Studebaker-
Erskine has obvious attractions from the value-for-
money point of view, but it runs well, looks impres-
sive, and is extremely well finished both as to interior
and exterior.

It is a good example of the type of car which will
travel effortlessly and with very little sound at a cruis-
ing speed as high as 40 m.p.h., and which has a really
useful maximum in reserve, as the timed speed shows ;
while with the engine properly run in the maximum
attainable should be 65 m.p.h. The average on a long
journey can be distinctly good without driving the car
at anything like its limit, for the majority of the work
is performed on top gear alone, on which most main
road hills are taken fast, while it is possible, without
touching the clutch pedal, to drive in town traffic on
the same ratio, the machine running smoothly as slowly
as 4 or 5 m.p.h. on top.

Withal, the engine is not big for a transatlantic
machine. On second 35 m.p.h. is reached comfort-
ably, and on that gear a hill with
a gradient as severe as an actual
1 in 4 can be climbed easily, the
gear change, by the way, present-
ing no special difficulties. The
engine is smooth within the ordi-
nary range of specd, becoming,
not unnaturally, a little hard to-
wards its limit, and possessing a
slight period in accelerating from
low speed on top gear, which
passes away at once.

The Erskine handles extremely
well, especially in traffic, in a
way which is rather characteristic
of machines of this nationality.
The steering is not too- low
geared, is pleasantly light, and

shows no trace of wheel flap, nor is road shock trans-
mitted at any time to the driver’s hands. There was
very little effective caster action on the car tested, while
the wheel itself is thin-rimmed and nicely shaped, carry-
ing, incidentally, at its centre, the hand throttle, a
switch for all the lamps, and the ignition control, the
last-mentioned being intended, as is often the case, to
give an additional range of retard movement for very
slow running and not for general use.

As is typical, the clutch is remarkably good, the travel
of the pedal not being too long, while its action is light.
The throttle pedal works smoothly, and the brakes,
which are decisive without being exceptionally power-
ful, do not require heavy pressure unless the most
violent effect is necessary. Incidentally, the hand lever
is more conveniently placed than on many cars of to-
day, and the brake itself capable of holding the car
stationary on a 1 in 4 gradient, which is more than
unusual.

The suspension gives that slow up-and-down motion
which is typical of relatively ‘soft springs, though they
are backed by double-acting hydraulic shock absorbers ;
but as a whole the car rides very comfortably indeed,
which applies, of course, to the back seat. The suspen-
sion allows some body roll if bends
are taken faster than normal, but
at ordinary speeds the car is
steady and holds the road well..

The one-piece front seat is ad-
justed very easily by a handle
type control, even when the
cushion is occupied, as a result
of which the driving position can
be made really comfortable.
Everywhere the leg-room is
ample; the cushions are well
sprung, and, in consequence, the
car is not tiring to drive or to
ride in over long distances.

General interior finish of the
body is good, the instruments are
grouped and panelled most at-
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tractively, include
an engine thermo-
meter and a good
fuel tank contents
indicator, but no
clock, and are effec-
tively lighted in-
directly.

The single - panel
windscreen has a
suction  wiper of
which the mechan-
ism is concealed,
opens sufficiently for
ventilation purposes,
and has a good driv-
ing mirror above it,
while there is also a
big ventilator in the
top of the scuttle.
All four doors can be
locked, and the six
side windows can be

raised and lowered. In the scuttle sides at the front are
pockets, normally concealed by neat flaps with quick-
action catches, while at the back are arm-rests, an ash-

tray, a foot rail, and a rug
rail, in addition to the
usual roof lamp.

The head lamps, by the
way, have the typical flat-
topped beam, but are
much better than many
American lights, the dim-
ming device being effec-
tive. The side lamps on
the wings have red rubies
at the back, which are
pleasingly reassuring as
to whether or not the
lamps are alight, while it
is worth noting that the
position of these lights
makes them definitely legal
in this country, the method
of mounting the side
lamps on some American
machines being on the
border line, or worse, in
this respect. At 25m.p.h.
with all lights on the
dynamo output balances
the total consumption of
current, though at higher
speed the charging rate
apparently decreases more
than is usual.

The engine is not untidy,
the crankshaft, incident-
ally, has a balancer, the
oil filler and dipstick are
particularly accessible, and
the equipment includes an
oil purifier, while the fuel
feed from the back tank is
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25.4 h.p. STUDEBAKER-ERSKINE SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
25.4 h.p., six cylinders, 82.5 x 104.7 mm. (3,364 c.c.).
Tax £26.
Wheelbase 9ft. 6in., track 4ft. 9}in.
Overall length 14ft. 9in., width 5ft. 10in., height m 10in.

Tyres : 19 ¥ 5.25in. on detachable wire wh
Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
ga:; :-uoc ' steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
8 6 6 sec. 62.50 m.p.h.

94 sec.
Tumlng drcle 39ft. 6in.
Tank capacity 12 gallons ; fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 25 m.p.h.
Weight : 27} cwt.
Price, with Royal saloon body, £395.
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by a mechanically
‘operated pump, and
there is a glass bowl
filter. The ignition
distributor is acces-
sible yet in a pro-
tected position, while
the sparking plugs
are easy to get at,
their terminals being
guarded against
moisture by neat
rubber sleeves. The
dynamo, by the
way, in common
with the water
pump, is positively
driven. The engine
starts  especially
easily from cold,
and will pull almost
at once, while it is
interesting that on a

long, fairly fast run the oil consumption was low and
the water level scarcely altered.
Chromium platmg, of course, is used for the external

bright parts; there are
bumpers front and rear,
a strong luggage grid
which does not allow the
tank filler to be obstructed
when suit-cases are carried
on it, and—an excellent
point—two spare ‘Wwheels,
which are locked in posi-
tion. The battery is ex-
posed for attention when -
a metal cover plate be-
neath the front seat
cushion has been re-
moved ; the brake adjust-
ments are individual on
each drum, and the greas-
ing points are reasonably
well arranged. The radia-
tor and the fuel tank filler
caps are of quick-action
type. It is not uninterest-
ing that the mudguards are
effective in preventing the
car as a whole from becom-
ing really dirty on a wet
day.

Exactly the type of
machine which should ap-
peal very strongly to the
average user who wants a
roomy car, easy to handle,
with a good all-round per-
formance and distinctly
pleasing appearance, the
car tested, by the way,
being by no means the
least expensive of the

S

range.
=/

D 16



