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T is an extremely en-
lcouraging tendency of

modern racing that the
cars produced as a result
of modifications allowed by
the regulations are not
utterly useless for all but racing
purposes. On the contrary, they
are very good touring cars for
ordinary, everyday work in the
hands of someone who can see
more in a car than just a means
of conveyance from one place
to another. Despite the cynics and
the pessimists, this breed is by no
means extinct,

Curiously enough, it is extraordi-
narily difficult to convince people
that the sports car used for racing
does make a fine touring car.
Already details of this nature have
been given in The Autocar in con-
nection with the Aston Martin and
Riley which took part in several
races.

Further, it is very well known that
the Bentley Le Mans cars are in
daily nse on the road when, as it
were, off duty. As a matter of fact,
the owner of Bentley No. 6 in the
Brooklands  Double-Twelve race,
Sir Ronald Gunter, employed that
car for fouring with Lady Gunter
at Whitsun exactly as he would have
travelled in any ordinary car.

No Vice!

Quite a number of machines of
similar type also competed in the
recent *‘ Edinburgh,”” and were not
in the least vicious, difficult to
handle, or unduly noisy.

As another example, the 53-litre
straight eight Studebaker attracted
a great deal of attention in the
“ Double - Twelve,” not only be-
cause it ran at an average of over
70 m.p.h., but because it was not
primarily a sports car, being a
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Its Suitability for

Ordinary Touring use

and for All-day Town
Driving.
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ENGINE
SWITCH

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
39.2 h.p., eight cylinders -88.9:c111.1
mm. 75.51" c.«:.)’.'l 2 4
Tax, £40.
Wheelbase 10ft. 5in., track 4ft. 9%in.

Overall length 16ft. lin., width 5ft. 9in.,
height 5ft. 10in.

Tyres: 20::6in. on detachable wire
wheels.

Engine—rear

axle gear Maxima Acceleration
ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
8.37 38 44 sec.
6.25 60 6 sec.
3.47 91 10¢ sec.

n, H t, 3 .
Tm i“:.lr:ll:c righ 48ft. 4in. ;
Tank cngadty 30 gallons, fuel consump-

tion 15 m.p.g.
6~volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h.
Weight : 34 cwt. :
Price, with. Brooklands sports tourer
body, £795.
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'THE “DOUBLE-TWELVE”»
STUDEBAKER
THE ROAD

normal open touring vehicle.
To anyone who has had the
chance of driving one of
these machines on the road
with its full racing equip-
ment, and without any-
thing having been altered to make
it especially suitable for road work,
it is an extraordinarily interesting
car.

First of all, it will do pretty nearly
everything on top gear; secondly, .
there is not the slightest sign of
fierceness or of undue noise, in spite -
of the Brooklands silencers, On
the other hand, there is no doubt
whatever about the power, and the
engine only feels ¢ busy ** right up
at the maxima shown in the accom-
panying table, which are decidedly
above those usually associated with
touring cars from the U.S.A.

Handles Easily.

The brakes, probably because
they had received a good deal of
attention, are better than usual ; the
suspension, because the shock ab.-
sorbers were set to give more re-
sistance than normal, has that
slightly hard feeling at low speed
which shows it to be right for fast
work and for cornering. The body
is really comfortable, though one is
a very long way away from the in-
strument board and windscreen. In
every possible way the car can be
handled easily by a driver of very
moderate experience.

The average owner will probably
not agree that the little windscreens
are preferable to the big regulation
screen, which can be made to lie
flat on the scuttle ; yet for the enthu-
siast the small screens are infinitely
the better of the two styles, and the
fact that the main windscreen can
be put down flat or be raised to the
normal suits both types of drivers.
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THE ¢ DOUBLE-TWELVE” STUDEBAKER ON THE ROAD.

Incidentally, the main screen was
used in the race during the rain,
with its wiper in operation.

The details which had been altered

P

according to the regulations for the
race are all useful for touring; the
big rear tank, the special oil level
mechanism for the sump, and even
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Showing the sealing arrangements of the * Double-Twelve ” Studebaker.

Fron! view of the Studebaker.

the much-maligned A.I. wings are
more efficient than they appear.
Certainly a car that can run in town
at anything from 4 m.p.h. upwards
on top gear without noise and can,
in the same trim, possess a maxi-
mum of over go m.p.h., and aver-
age 88 m.p.h. over a measured dis-
tance against a very strong wind, is
a machine worth having.

NOVELTIES IN CAR EQUIPMENT (continued from page 58)

EASY TYRE INFLATION.

O F the engine-operated tyre pumps now
available to motorists the Gergovia
must surely be the smallest. It is no
jarger than & sparking plug, but its
diminutive size does not mean that it is
not effective. In the matter of simplicity
of design it is also remarkable, for it
does not depend upon {wo-stage com-
pression of the air, its operation being
controlled merely by a ball valve and a
small flap valve, the former checking the

The Gergovia engine-operaled tyre pump.

outflow of air from the tyre, while the
latter cuts off the passage from the pump
to the outside air during the compression
stroke.

A test shows that the Gergovia does
its work methodically, if mnot very
quickly, and it is claimed that the air

plug and screw the Gergovia into the
plug orifice in the cylinder head. The
engine is then run slowly, and the tyre is
inflated. The Gergovia is sold at ng by
the Continental Hire Agency, 80, Bromp-
ton Road, S W.3.

CHANGING THE COLOUR.

A LIQUID leather finish for re-colouring

leather and imitation leather fabrics
is ‘Nuagane, manufactured by Nuagane,
Ltd., 19, Soho Square, W.1. This pre-
paration has’ been made for some years
and has hitherto been supplied almost ex-
clusively to the leather trade, but it is
now available generally and should be use-
ful for reviving faded or stained upholstery
or fabric-covered bodies. It is available
in twenty colours, and it may also be used
to change the colour of leather or fabric.
For example, any green leather can readily
be coloured red. It is claimed that leather
treated with Nuagane will not fade and
remains flexible. It is supplied in various
sized tins costing from 1s. 6d. upwards.

CLEANING FABRICS.

S a means of polishing cellulose

finished metal panels Karpol is
already well known. Reckitt and Sons,
Ltd., Hull, manufacturers, have now

produced a new type of Karpol specially
prepared for cleaning fabric bodies.

test made by a member of the staff of
this journal consisted in wiping over
with a rag a dry, dusty, and mud-
bespattered back panel of a fabric saloon
and then cleaning it up with the new
Karpol.  This removed the dirt, and

EFFICIENT SCREEN
CLEANER.
HE Quadro windscreen wiper arm
will replace most standard types, and
possesses advantages in that it is not
flimsy, is readily adjustable, and incor-
porates a device which gives constant and
even pressure on the glass. Another

The Quadro windscreen wiper arm.

point is that it may be moved right out
of the way when the screen is being
washed. Finished in nickel plate, and
available with a Tin., 8in., or 9in. blade,
the Brice is 3s. 6d., the makers being

supply to the tyre is free from oil. All quite a light polish with a dry, clean, the Dudley (Redditch) Engineering Co.,
that is necessary is to remove a sparking  rag produced a really excellent finish. Crescent Works, Redditch.
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