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“THE AUTOCAR ROAD TESTS—(continued).

No. 70.—16-40 h.p.

STEYR SALOON

Interesting Car in the Design of which the Future Owner Has Been Carefully Studied.

T is invariably interesting to
[ find a car expressing indi-

viduality, as it were, rather
than being classifiable as a
machine of a given type. Such
is the latest Steyr, the 16-40
h.p. model of the old-estab-
lished Austrian make, which
has always possessed features
all its own.

For instance, the two rear
wheels are  independently
sprung, a design for long suc-
cessful in this make. The
valves are operated from an
overhead camshaft, but
throughout its range the engine
remains notably quiet. Nor
does it become ‘‘ busy’’ ex-
cept at the very limit of its per-
formance on the indirect gears ;
it is extremely smooth all through and quite free from
vibration.
. The Steyr has the curious and pleasing ability of

making the driver feel that he is at the wheel of a larger
car than actually is the case, without it being unwieldy
or awkward to manceuvre. It handles particularly well
and the road-holding is exceptional. Considering that
it has a roomy saloon body the manner in which it
can be taken fast round corners, remaining stable and
devoid of any suggestion of roll or sway, renders it
almost comparable on level terms in these respects with
a sports car frankly intended to permit such methods.

It necessarily follows that the springing is on ‘the hard
side. At the front are double-acting shock absorbers,
while the transverse
back spring is ob-
viously stiff. In
the driving com-
partment no undue
movement is felt at
any time, but at the
back a considerable
degree of short,
sharp motion is
transmitted
on rough surfaces.
During the test all
the tyres on the
car were cer-
tainly inflated over-
hard.

The steering is
not geared abnor-
mally low, and has
an excellent lock.
At low speeds it is
not quite so light as
are some systems of
to-day, though it is
not heavy, and at

Both doors are hung from a central pillar.

higher speeds it becomes just
right, but with a slight pull to-
wards the near side. There is
never the remotest tendency
for wheel wobble.to set in, but
over bumps there is often
definite kick-back on the steer-
ing wheel, without, however,
the car deviating from its
course. There was not full
caster action, but after an
acute corner very little move-
ment brought the wheel back
to normal.

The brakes are good without
being exceptionally powerful
and require fairly heavy pres-
sure on the pedal. On being
applied with any force they
squeaked, but this has been -
experienced, it is stated, with
only a small number of individual machines. The
brakes have the merit that when they are put on with
maximum effort, even on a wet road, the car does not
leave the straight. Typical of the European car is the
fact that the hand brake can be used as a service brake
in an emergency stop. The clutch calls for very little
skill in handling and is properly progressive, but not so
light to hold out as it might be.

The front seats are of the separate type and have an
adjustment of three or four inches. By means of a
spanner the driving seat can be set once and for all by
the owner——which is all that most people want. For
some drivers the gear lever could be an inch or two
longer with advantage. It is not badly placed, though

in reverse it comes

against the driver’s
left leg, which is
not ideal.  The
hand  brake is
reasonably conveni-
ent as to position.
With the adjust-
ment mentioned the
driving position can
be made very com-
fortable and the
thin-rimmed  17}-
inch wheel is par-
ticularly  pleasing.

At its centre are

the ignition lever

and the coentrol for
the various lamp
positions. A hand

throttle with a

different form of

movement  would
be worth having.

~ On all types of
roads the engine
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gives the impression of being well up to its work. Al-
though it will run without snatch on top gear at 3 or
4 m.p.h., the pick-up from low speeds on top is rela-
tively slow, and it is necessary to use the ignition lever,
or often better to change to third. At between 35 and
45 m.p.h. the car will cruise with extremely little sound.

en given a chance to attain an efficient engine
speed beforehand it will take main road hills of the 1-in-
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

16-40 h.p., six cylinders 65: 104 mm. (2,070 c.c.).

Tax £16.

Wheelbase 10ft. 4in., track 4ft. 3}in.

Overall length 14ft, 5in., width 5ft. 3in., height 5ft. 6in.
Tyres: 1450 on detachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration

Maxima
(m.p.h.).

gear ratios. (10-30 m.p.h.).
31.03 8 —
15.66 21 —
9.57 39 9 sec.
5.8 58 no% sec.

Tank capacity 9 gallons. fuel consumption 23-24 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h.

Weight : 28 cwt. g
Price. with saloon body, £600. ,

26 FEET from 25 M.P.H. >ﬁ ii

15 to 1-in-18 order comfortably on top. Gradients appre-
ciably steeper, or loss of way, entail a drop to third
which, being comparatively low, is adequate for any-
thing up to about 1 in 8 or 9, though the maximum on
it is not particularly high.

It is a characteristic of many European cars that
thorough running-in of the whole machine is a com-
paratively long process. With everything entirely free
the maximum on top should exceed 60 m.p.h. A timed,
measured mile on the flat was covered at an average
of 53.89 m.p.h. ; the speedometer read appreciably low.
It is especially notable that the car as a whole is free
from drumming or rattling.

Second is nearly as low as some first gears, suffices
ordinarily for starting, and enables a hill with a maxi-
mum gradient of 1 in 5} to be climbed at a speed not
falling below 12-15 m.p.h. First is so exceedingly low
as obviously to be an emergency ratio as far as this
country is concerned, and it is difficult to imagine a
hill which the car could not climb on it. The engine
runs at a steady temperature and prolonged indirect
gear work fails to raise it noticeably.

The gear change is good and quick, and the gears
can be felt properly. The indirect ratios are not noisy,
giving that high-pitched hum which is pleasant rather
than otherwise.

It is evident that the car has received very careful
attention from the owner’s point of view, an aspect
too often given insufficient attention even now. The
brake adjustments are simple and accessible at front’
and back. The greasing points seem to be sensibly
arranged, the battery is reached immediately the driving
seat cushion has been lifted, the petrol can be turned
on and off without raising the bonnet, and the large
gear box filler is accessible without removing anything.

The engine oil filler is large and unobstructed and
has the dipstick near it. The three forward sparking




