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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{continued)
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The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the 20 h.p. Standard Envoy saloon

No. 648

N view of the distinction of its appearance, its good
finish both inside and out, its general refinement of
running, and easy road performance, the Standard

Envoy belongs to a higher classification of full-size
saloon car than the moderate price suggests. It is the
largest car of the Standard range, a big brother to the
Ensign, which itself is a fleet edition of the popular and
smart Big Nine.

The exact character of the Envoy might be outlined
by describing it as a roomy style of saloon, usually
called a ““family "’ type, but in this case well suited to
the needs of a family with rather critical tastes. It is
well suited to carry a full load and still be capable
of travelling quickly, for the engine has plenty of power
and does not mind hard work, while the top gear ratio
is not too high.

Moreover, a sliding roof, six drop windows, and
scuttle ventilators give plenty of scope for the adjust-
ment of ventilation to suit all the occupants in a variety
of conditions. ~There is the attractive interior, too,
upholstered in grey pleated furniture hide, with dark
polished wood cappings, and chromium-plated bright
fittings.

Enough has been said to indicate that the car pos-
sesses an atmosphere of .
well-being; mechanically ;
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heavy and does not pass road shock back to the hands.
A spring-spoke steering wheel is fitted.

The engine is particularly willing and responsive ; it
pulls well at low speeds, down to five miles an hour
or so on top, gives good acceleration all the way through
the speed range, and does not tire when doing its maxi-
mum work for prolonged spells. As the cooling system
embraces a large radiator with - thermostatically con-
trolled shutters the temperature is maintained at the
correct level for efficiency, and the engine soon warms
up after starting. It runs reasonably smoothly and
quietly, being aided in the latter respect by an air cleaner
to the carburetter intake, which also, of course, helps
to prevent cylinder wear. Such vibration as there is
reaches its maximum at about 55 m.p.h., but when
the speed of the car is further increased the engine settles
down more smoothly than before. From 40 to 50 m.p.h.
the car cruises along very pleasantly.

One of the special points of the Envoy is the provi-
sion of a four-speed gear box with a silent third speed,
which is very useful for quick acceleration or for climb-
ing moderate hills with plenty in hand. Gradients of
the 1 in 10 order are easily climbed on top gear, how-
ever, and during ordinary driving the need for gear

___ changing is reduced to a
minimum.  The lever is
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there are various features
to note. Possibly the out-
standing excellence is the
springing, for it is exceed-
ingly comfortable and
steady, and the car does
not pitch. The wide track
gives support against side
sway, and the car takes
very little notice of road
surfaces, whether good or
bad. The steering is fairly
low geared and has plenty
of caster action, so that the
car keeps direction easily
and the driver is not con-
sciously holding it on its
course. For a fairly large
car the steering is not

long enough to be easily
reached, and the gear
change itself presents no
special difficulties.  The
absolutely noiseless change
beloved of the expert
driver requires some skill,
but, for the ordinary per-
son, the change resulting in
a slight noise from the
gear box, which is per-
fectly harmless, can be
made without much care.
The clutch is supple and
moves the car away from
rest on first gear with very
little jerk.

The car is. possessed of
powerful brakes. The set
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on the front wheels has servo
shoes, and when the pedal is
used to apply all four a vacuum
servo comes into operation and
relieves the driver of the need
for exerting anything but the
These
brakes are of the kind which re-
peat their performance with
regularity. Unless applied with
unnecessary violence they pull
the car up without tendency to
As regards adjust-
ment, the whole set can be taken
up by means of a nut accessible
under the bonnet, whilst indi-
vidual pairs of shoes can be
adjusted by means of a box

lightest of pressure.

deviate.

spanner.
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Chassis lubrication is reduced to a minimum, Silent- and adjustable;

bloc bushes being used throughout the spring shackles,
and a pair of nipples on the front axle serves every joint
both on that member and in the steering connections. A
single nipple situated by the steering box attends to the
" clutch-shaft and the brake-shaft.
carried beneath the front seats, whilst the tools are
. housed in a locker that is below the rear seat floorboards.

On the off side of the
engine are the oil filler and
a float oil-level indicator ;
by the side of the latter is
a drain tap situated at the
maximum oil level neces-

The cooling system
includes a fan and a water
impeller. On the near
side the dynamo is
mounted with the contact-
breaker and distributor
forming part of the assem-
bly. Alongside are the
mechanical fuel pump and
air cleaner. The provision

of both an oil filter and an -

air cleaner should be of
material value in prevent-
ing undue wear.

All the sparking plugs
are easy to get at. One of
the particular features of
the car’s design is the
absolute simplicity, and
this, combined with stur-
diness, should go a long
way towards entirely
trouble-free running. Two
spare wheels are included
in the equipment.

The saloon body is a
half-panelled Weymann,
two windows at each side
being operated by ordinary
winding handles, whilst
the rear quarter-lights also
have winding handles. The

The batteries are
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER
20 h.p., six cylinders, 73 x 102 mm, (2,552 c.c.).
Tax £20.
Wheelbase 9ft. 10in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 14ft. 6in., width 5ft. 10in., height 5ft. 11in,
Tyres: 29 x 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from ~

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
20.31 to 1 —
11.28 to 1 64 sec.
7.57 to 1 7 sec.
52 to1 10 sec.

Turning circle: 42ft,
Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.

12-voit lighting set cuts in at 14 m.p.h. (two-rate charging).

Weight: 28 cwt.
Price, with half-panelled Weymann saloon body, £385.

STRANGLER

Timed
ov’:‘r 1 m:d

62.50 m.p.h.
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“ THE AUTOCAR"” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

back seat is particularly roomy, -
and is wide, with comfortable
arm-rests at the sides, whilst ic
the middle is a folding arm-rest.
There is plenty of leg room,
provision being made for either
tall or short people to be accom-
modated comfortably,  Since
the base of the back of the rear
seats is considerably recessed,
an extra tall passenger can
place his feet within the recess;
a short passenger, on the other
hand, can unfold and pull into
position a concealed foot-rest,
also formed in the back of the
front seat. Above these rests
are small folding tables.
The front seats are separate

they are particularly deeply up-
holstered, and have extra long cushions from back to
front. Their shape is such that when they are adjusted
in line it should be possible for three people to occupy
them in case of emergency.

Equipment includes a roof net, silk pulls for the rear
seats, a rear blind controlled by the driver through
a proper sliding catch arrangement which works well,

—— an easily operated sliding

roof, and a single-panel
screen which can be locked
open in any desired
position. The screen has
an electric wiper—which
works positively and irre-
spective of the engine
speed, of course—and also
carries a wide driving
mirror that gives a good
range of vision behind the
car—a point of greater
significance than is always
admitted.

In addition to these
there are an ash-tray and
a cigarette lighter, and at
each side of the instruments
is a thoughtfully arranged
sloping shelf, which is use-
ful for carrying the odd-
ments that are always
required to be stored some-
where in a car, and from
which loose articles cannot
fall.

In all, the Standard En-
voy is a car with a very
attractive individuality. It
runs with a minimum of
fuss, and seems always
ready and willing to under-
take its duties—a valuable
yet unobtrusive character-
istic which cannot but help
to endear the car to its

POSSEssors.
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