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“THE AU D CAR?

ROARSTESTS

No. 67—STANDARD ENSIGN SIX FABRIC SALOON
Smooth, Easy Power and Controls which Handle Very Well.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Standard Ensign Six fabric saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

RESH ground is
F broken by the intro-

duction of the Stan-
dard Ensign Six, for it is
a car with four-seater
bodywork of similar
capacity to the Nine, but
propelled by a six-cylinder
engine of considerable
power. Thus arrives a
roomy saloon with a high
performance at a low
price. The test was made
with a special fabric

saloon, with four-speed
gear box.
On the road the car

is deceptive. Acceleration
and speed are conducted
in a most airy fashion,
and because the engine is
working well inside its
capabilities the caf runs
very easily, with a mini-
mum of effort or of vibra-
tion, and fast average
speeds are accomplished
almost automatically.
The car will hold its own
with many a larger and
more expensive machine.
But its attraction lies in
the easiness; the car is
light to handle, does most
things on top gear, and
climbs the steeper hills
really fast on third. One of

STANDARD ENSIGN SIX FABRIC SALOON.
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15 h.p., six cylinders, 65.5 - 102 mm. (2,054 c.c.).

Tax £16.

Wheelbase 9ft. 1in., track 4ft.
Overall length 13ft. 5in., width 5ft., height 5ft, 8in.
Tyres: 29 < 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle

Acceleration from

gear ratios steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.
18.13 to 1 : _

10.07 to 1 —

6.76 to 1 8! sec.

4.66 to 1 11 sec.

Turning circle: 36ft. 3
Tank capacity 9 gallons, fuel consumption 25 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h,
(full charge).
Weight: 21 cwt.

Price, with s
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pecial fabric saloon body, £275.

Timed speed
over | mile.

62.09 m.p.h.

(8

‘-I% 34 FEET FROM 30 MPH

the important features is
the four-speed silent-third
gear box with helical
toothed gears for constant
mesh and third. This is
an excellent box, it is
quiet, has an easy change
with a long lever, and
adds zest to driving be-
cause it is relatively
simple to control and en-
courages ‘the use of third
for traffic work and for
quick acceleration. An
unusually sweet-acting
clutch increases the
general pleasantness.
The steering is light and

 the car is steady, whilst

the springing is comfort-
able both in the front and
in the back seats.

The controls at the
centre of the steering
wheel for throttle, igni-
tion, the lights, and head
lamp dip and switch, as
well as a horn button, are
convenient.

Like those of the Nine,
the four wheel brakes are
efficient and smooth, be-
sides being easy to adjust.

The Stanlite sliding
roof needs no introduction,
for it is one of the best of
its type. It can be opened
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

and locked in any position without stopping the car,
shows no sign of rattle, and is not prone to jamb or to
leak water in heavy rain. Shallow wells in the rear
compartment add to the leg room, and the back seats
are well arranged as regards angle of cushion and
squab. Well-domed wings, which fit closely, should
do much towards keeping the car clean in winter
weather. )

As regards maintenance and adjustment: There is
plenty of room under the bonnet, and the various

auxiliaries of the engine, including the electrical equip-
ment and the sparking plugs, are easy to reach.

The charging switch for the dynamo can be set at
either half or full charge, according to conditions and
the time of year.

Fuel feed from the rear tank is by a mechanical
pump situated at the side of the oil pump. Chassis
lubrication is by grease gun ; the tools and batteries are
carried beneath the front seats, and are at once acces-
sible when the seat cushions are lifted out.

No. 68.—STANDARD “BIG NINE” SALOON

Very Real Improvements Make This a Remarkably Attractive Car,
Especially in View of the Moderate Price.

a car for comfort, economy, and endurance. Long

journeys at reasonable average speeds are well
within its compass, and it is a car that is handled
particularly easily.

Known as the ‘‘popular’’ saloon, the type tested
is the least expensive of the range, with a three-speed
gear box and without a sliding roof. The car has a
wider wheel track than before, and a spiral-bevel rear
axle; as a result it rides
better than it did, whilst
the general liveliness of
the performance is im-
proved, although the
weight is slightly greater.

The springing is a very
good compromise between
comfortable riding and
steadiness. As will be
seen from the performance
figures, the maximum
speed and acceleration are
decidedly good for a
9 h.p. car with so much
room in the body, and
what the car does is done
easily and regularly, for
the engine is very willing
indeed. It is now fitted,
incidentally, with coil
ignition.

The steering is light
and good ; the gear change
is comfortable by virtue of
a long lever, the knob of

THE 1931 model of the Standard Nine is essentially

ENGINE

GEAR LEVER

GEAR
POSITIONS LEVER

Tax £10.
Wheelbase 8ft. 3in., track 4ft.

Engine—rear axle

STANDARD * BIG NINE' SALOON.
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9 h.p., four cylinders, 63.5 102 mm. (1,287 c.c.)

Overall length 12ft., width 5ft., height 5ft. 8in.
Tyres: 27 = 4.4in. on detachable steel wheels.
Acceleration from

what has always been a particularly good four wheel
brake set, which is powerful, light to operate and smooth
and progressive in action. The grouping of the finger-
tip controls in the centre of the steering wheel is not
only neater, but very much more convenient for the
driver.

In appearance the car is a great deal finer looking,
the new radiator and higher bonnet giving a much
better balance of proportions. The interior finish,
with polished wood cap-
pings and facia board,
also is more inviting. Wide
doors and well-positioned
seats make it easy to get
in and out. The front
seats are instantly and in-
dependently adjustable.

Mechanical accessibility,
too, has been studied ; the
battery and.tool boxes are
underneath the front
seats; the main adjust-

—————

o\ ment for the brakes is
I~ THROTTLE under the right side of the

FEeN , PEDAL bonnet ; the oil filler for
HTING ‘ the engine is high up and

on the same side as an
l indicator rod which shows
the oil level; the -car-
buretter is easily reached,
and the brushes of the
starting motor and of the
dynamo are accessible. On
the left of the engine the
make-and-break of the

Timed speed

which comes easily to the o gl b e g o s coil ignition is well placed,
hand, and the clutch is 9.48 to 1 94 sec. and the cover plates over
excellent, being smooth 5.1 to1 144 sec. 52.33 m.p.h. the side-valve gear are not

and devoid of snatch when Tuaing wlente LS00

the car is moving away
from rest. Second gear is
especially quiet, which is
a good point.

Alterations recently made

(full charge).
Weight: 17} cwt.

Tank capacity 6 gallons, fuel consumption 36 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Price, with fabric saloon body, £195.

screened by the exhaust
manifold.

Taking it all the way
round, the 1931 model
of the Standard Nine is
an excellent car with

to the operation of the

some very real improve-

brakes on the front wheels ments which render it
have further improved = e el __I| remarkably attractive.
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