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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).
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The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Singer Six saloon.

SINGER

SIX SALOON

Completely Equipped, Comfortable Car which Shows Up Well.

RDINARY development from year to year is
expected ; but what is not so much expected is
general, all-round improvement in a car on the
scale that is noticeable with the latest Singer Six, as
compared with the type when it originally appeared.
For one thing, the engine runs more smoothly and,
in fact, seems to get better as the speed increases, being
particularly good between 40 and 50 m.p.h. Then,
continuing the same line of thought, the latest car has a
four-speed gear box, the appearance as a whole is
improved, and the interior is more roomy.
Considering the engine size and the relatively big body
fitted the timed speed is excellent; during that test the
speedometer held a steady reading of 64 m.p.h., while
in favourable conditions on the road it is possible to
obtain a reading of 70. That is more than adequate for
the driver who is likely to own the car, and, moreover,
it is interesting that on a long journey the Singer can
put up a fine average, an average much higher, in fact,
than the actual
maximum would ™ = SETNE
seem to suggest.
The engine is
quiet, too, will pull
smoothly at little
more than normal
walking pace on
top gear, and can
run comfortably up
to 15, 32, and 45
m.p.h. on the three
indirect gears.
Although the per-
formance allows the
majority of main-
road slopes and
lesser gradients to
be climbed on top
gear without
labouring, with a
full load on board,
a judicious use of
third speed on the

steeper order of hills can materially improve the per-
formance, while second gear suffices for anything but
the worst type of gradient. The driver is apt to notice
that none of the indirect gears is of the silent-running

- type, more particularly on the overrun on third speed,

but the noise is not really pronounced. The gear change
is quick for the type of car and presents no unusual
difficulty, the lever being free from whip.

The steering is light and has definite caster action;
there is no suggestion of wheel flap at any speed, while
the driving position is good, both the separate front
seats being instantly adjustable over a wide range of
travel.  The clutch action is light and smooth, the
throttle requires exceptionally little pressure, and the
hand-brake lever is convenient, the brake itself, which
acts on all four wheels, holding the car on a steep hill.

The pedal-operated brakes are very light in action
and cause no deviation of the car from the straight;
indeed, the machine is notably steady, on wet surfaces
as well as dry, and
takes corners re-
markably  well.
There is the not
uncommon charac-

teristic when g
vacuum servo is
employed of the

brakes being really
effective in bringing
the car down from
relatively high
speed to, say, 15
m.p.h., and then
being less decisive,
by comparison, be-
low that point to
zero, though, * in
general, the brakes
give the driver a
genuine feeling of
security.

The suspension is
comfortable, and
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

even on the back seat the move-
ment is not hard, the hydraulic
shock absorbers doing their
work well in steadying the car
and checking undue movement.
The amount of room in the
body, as already indicated, is
indeed excellent for the size of
car, and on any of the seats,
including the driver’s, a tall
man is not in the least cramped.
The upholstery and interior
finish look well; the back seat
has arm rests at either side and
also recesses which allow extra
elbow room when three pas-
sengers are occupying it, while,
in detail, there are twoashtrays,
and blinds for the rear-quarter
windows, the blind for the rear

window being controlled conveniently from the driver’s
seat. A small thing is that from some points of view it
is preferable for the roof-lamp switch to be within

normal reach of the driver.

All four doors can be locked, and the two forward
windows on each side of the car wind up and down, the
action being quicker than is common, while the louvre

above each movable glass

with all the lights on,

tributor are accessible,

The bulb horn fitted is becoming :

more and more rare as a stan-
dard provision, and is worth
having as a standby. The elec-
tric horn is one of the latest
high-frequency, disc-shaped de-
vices, mounted in front of the
radiator—a position where none
of the effect is lost by the note
having to penetrate first of all
through the radiator and bonnet.

All the lamps are controlled
from the centre of the steering
wheel, including the dip and
switch for the head lights,
which is most effective, and use-
ful, too, in mist. The head lamps
give exactly the right sort of
beam, with a powerful, but
even, field of illumination; and
including the instrument lamp,

the dynamo just charges the battery.
Beneath the bonnet the carburetter and ignition dis-

and at least two of the sparking

plugs are probably best got at with a box spanner. The
coil is accessible and also in a protected position. The
oil filler and dipstick are convenient; the oil consump-

tion was low on a

allows the window to  be
lowered two or three
inches, even in bad
weather, without admitting
rain or draught. In
addition, there are two
ventilators in the scuttle
sides. The sliding roof is
particularly neat when
closed, and can be opened
and shut from inside the
car without the driver or
front passenger leaving his
seat.

The instruments are
grouped and well lighted
indirectly, with the excep-
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tion of the fuel gauge,
which is in front of the
driver ; a clock is included,
but an engine thermometer
is not a standard fitting.
The single-panel wind-
screen opens out wide and
can be secured at that point
for driving in mist or fog,
while the suction wiper
works well up to 45 m.p.h.
The screen, as well as the
side windows, has safety
glass. There is a shallow
cubby hole to the left of
the
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
15.7 h.p., six cylinders, 65 : 90 mm. (1,792 c.c.).
ax £16,

T .

‘Wheelbase 9ft. 33::-.. track 4ft. 4in.

Overall length 13ft. 6}in., width 5ft. 4}in., height 5ft. 7in.
Tyres: 29 x 5.00in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile,
204 tol —

129 to 1 81 sec.

79 tol 104 sec

522to 1 15 sec, 60.00 m.p.h,

Turning circle: 46ft.

Tank uﬁndty 10 gallons, fuel consumption 22-23 m.x.g.
12-volt gslmng set cuts in at 13 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : cwt, 1 gr.

Price, with saloon body (with sliding roof), £280.

long test run. The en-
gine starts easily at all
times, the hand-operated
starting switch being better
in practically every way
than a foot control. A
unit not usually found
in an accessible position
under the bonnet is the
valve for the vacuum
servo. The bonnet clips
have a decisive action
which is especially good.
In general, there arc
_ bumpers front and back,
a sturdy folding luggage
grid, a waterproof cover
for the spare wheel, and a
combined stop and tail
lamp. The fuel tank has
a quick-action filler cap,
and the orifice is extended
well away from the tank
itself to facilitate filling
up, and, furthermore,
should not be obstructed
by suit-cases carried on
the luggage-grid. A two-
way tap on top of the tank
traps a reserve supply.
The Singer Six is a
pleasant car to drive; it

instruments, each of has a performance that

the doors has a wide, deep ZGFEET fom SOMPH, makes it interesting, and it

pocket, and there is a tray X is comfortable for all the

behind the instrument occupants, besides being
board, as well as a roof net. =t well equipped.
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