b L e e

June 26th, 1931,

O

CAR

absutmae,

I155

ROAD TEsts

|

LT

1
B

3

[} ¥ " r [{

F

The illustration above indicates the size, in feet, of the Singer Junior saloon

)—SINGER JUNIOR SALOON

Post-War
NO. Series
“I) OWLING merrily along the road at 40’ is a
B phrase which describes the characteristic gait of
the Singer Junior. Although relatively the car
is a little fellow, carrying a fairly large four-seater,
four-door metal saloon body, once it gets into its stride
it will hold on remarkably well. Of course, it cannot
'xpect to be the equal of larger cars in the power of its
acceleration on top gear, but, on the other hand, a
Jdriver who made intelligent use of the Singer gear box
would not be apt to find himself left behind in traffic.
There can be no doubt that a four-speed gear box
on a car of this type is a most valuable asset which
makes up a great deal for the small, and thus
economical, size of the engine. This particular engine
ulls very well indeed when its speed of revolution is
sonably high, but naturally the power drops off
y rapidly when the car is slowed by a hill, and this
nere the third speed is particularly useful, for an
gear change renews the declining flexibility, and
ither power to climb or power for fresh
ion.
igine is not noticeably rough at any speed,
e from any worrying mechanical noises other
normal hum of
. and air intake.
..aen  cruising along at
40 m.p.h. or so on a suit-
able road it is happy and
unobtrusive, and when set
to do its utmost at 50
m.p.h, or so it seems to
run more smoothly still.
While this particular car
was being timed to do its
maximum speed of 50 the
speedometer was indicating
53 m.p.h. The maximum
speed on third gear is ap-
proximately 42 m.p.h.
There is a peculiarity
about the controls, inas-
much as an ignition advance

650

is combined with the accelerator pedal, so that an addi-
tional hand control is avoided, and thus when the
accelerator is fully depressed the spark is automaticall
fully advanced. Although this system works quite weﬁ
on the whole, it is to be regarded as a not unmixed
advantage, because if the throttle be opened wide to
accelerate the car from low speed, or from a compara-
tively low speed at the commencement of a slope, the
ignition is advanced rather farther than it need be, and
the engine is caused to run somewhat rough. The ad-
vantage is that controls are reduced to a minimum, and
the centre of the steering wheel is bare.

On the steering column there is a slow-running adjust-
ment for the throttle, whilst on the side of the instrument
board is a strangler for the carburetter. The head
lamps and the side lamps are controlled from a switch
on the instrument board, to the left of which is a
shallow shelf for oddments. The switch for the coil
ignition is provided with a key which can be detached.

This is an easy car to drive, and it has an easy gear
change. Not only is the gear lever long, but it is stiff,
and therefore gives good control. There is latitude for
misjudgment in making a gear change, and thus quiet
manipulation is not diffi-
cult. Changing up by the
double-clutching method is
carried out fairly slowly,
whilst changing down re-
sponds to normal handling.
The clutch is well up to the
standard of single-plate
clutches on modern cars.

On the whole, the steer-
ing is good and free from
road shock, -but proved
somewhat on the stiff side
due, no doubt, to the car
tested being quite new.

One special point of the
Singer Junior is the
suspension. In view of the
fact that the wheelbase is
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not long nor the track wide, the car
is remarkably steady and takes
corners and curves with accuracy.
The springing shows much less
tendency to pitch than might be ex-
pected, with the result that riding
on the rear seat is more comfortable
than is usual in the case of miniature
cars.

The stopping distance obtained
from- 30 m.p.h. is longer than it
might be. The car being new and
not run in, the brake linings were
not well bedded down, and with'
further running and suitable adjust-
ment there is no doubt that a shorter
stopping distance could be secured,
The brakes have two good points;
they work smoothly and progres-
sively, and do. not attempt to lock wheels violently or
;o (;]ause the least deviation off the course when applied

ard. :

Practical utility is the main feature of the bodywork,
which, on the car tested, was pleasantly free from
rattles, squeaks, and drumming. In the forward doors
are vertically divided sliding glass panels, of which the
rearmost section slides forward to open. The windows
in the rear doors, however, :

[———

which holds approximately one
gallon for emergency. Over the
tank is a sliding luggage grid of
some strength, As the battery is
carried on the running board it is
accessible. Besides the big tool-box
underneath the cushion of the rear
seat there is a second box under-
neath the bonnet, and in this all
ordinary tools would normally be
carried.

Chassis lubrication is carried out
by means of a grease gun and nipples,
whilst the brake adjustment is two-
fold. Beneath the floorboards is an
adjustment which attends to the
main set, whilst each pair of shoes
has its own separate adjusting nut.

Viewed from the off . side, the
engine, which has overhead valves and an overhead
camshaft driven by a roller chain with an automatic
tensioning device, is compact and accessible. The
sparking plugs are all easy to get at, with the exception
of No. 1, which is slightly screened by the contact
breaker and distributor of the coil-ignition set.  The
dynamo is carried fairly high up, and its brushes are
accessible.  The starting motor, which is lower

down, also has its brushes

slide downwards to open,
and are adjusted by means
of a strap with a series of
holes and a peg like a
railway-carriage window. SWITCH

The single-panel wind- STRANGLER )

"
screen opens and can be --_f-\—:;‘__’:.év/g

locked in a variety of
positions upon sliding
ratchets, whilst clamps at
the foot ensure a water-
tight joint and prevent
rattle. A very good point
of the car is an easily
operated sliding roof,
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GEAR LEVER

SfINGER JUNIOR SALOON

LIGHTING
ENGINE CONTROL STARTER

&

arranged in a position
where they can easily t

reached for periodic:
inspection or eventu:

SWITCH replacement,
~( The lubrication system

comprises a gear pump at
camshaft level, which
draws its supply through .
filter that enters the sum-
laterally.

This filter can be -
drawn for periodical ¢
ing, though draining
sump is first' neces

| THROTTLE
CONTROL

BRAKE
' LEVER

The front seats are
separate and can be ad-
justed for reach after the
cushion is lifted and a
clamp beneath it has been
unscrewed and tightened
again in the desired
position. The interior door
handles take the form of
levers lying flush by the

POSITIONS oS /7

Tax £8.

Engine—rear axle
gear ratios.

ekl i IGNITION
THROTTLE ;s CONTROL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER
7.78 h.p., four cylinders, 56 x 86 mm. (848 c.c.).

Wheelbase 7ft. 6in., track 3ft. 8in.
Overall length 11ft., width 4ft. 6in., height 5{t. 6in.
Tyres: 27 X 4in. on detachable wire wheels.

Acceleration from
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

There is a comb’
filler and breathe
dipstick lower do
crank case to
level.

On the near side .
engine are situated the ex-
haust and inlet manifolds.
The carburetter is fed by a
vacuum tank mounted on

PEDAL

INTERCONNECTED

Timed speed
over i mile,

side of the window glass. 3::25 :: : 22 the front of the dashboard.
There are six side windows 8.32to 1 13 sec. There is a plug at the foot
in all, and beneath the rear 5250 1 21 sec. 50.00 m.p.h. of the radiator, placed so

quarter-lights are pockets Turning circle: 40ft.

formed.in the upholstery.
From the point of view
of general running and -
maintenance the following
items are of interest. The

Weight: 13 cwt. 3 gr.

Tank capacity 6 galions, fuzl consumption 41 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 8 amps, at 30 m.p.h.

Price, with four-door salooa body, £150,

that it is reached from the
front of the car, for drain-
ing the water system.
When the general per-
formance is taken into
consideration, this car

fuel tank is carried at the
back of the car and is pro-

gives the impression of
being a ““willing horse,”’

vided with a reserve tap

> prepared to work hard.
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