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«THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

the sparking plugs are easy to remove with an open-
ended, not a box, spanner. The magneto, being
driven from a cross-shaft, exposes its contact breaker
in a very accessible position. The dynamo and starting
motor both lie at the left side of the crank case, the
brushes being close to a centrally disposed exhaust

pipe, which is lagged with asbestos. The engne and its

~ details should keep clean, the space between the bearer

arms being filled in with aluminium trays. :

Altogether this car conveys the impression of being -
well thought out, sound and sturdy. The chassis in
parlicular inspires confidence.

No. 47.—13-55 h.p. SCHNEIDER LE MANS FOUR-SEATER

Useful Maximum Speeds, Good Road-holding, and Lines in Keeping with its Capabilities.

N interesting aspect
of present-day ten-
dencies is that

while more than ordinary
refinement of running
and closed bodies attract
a growing proportion of
buyers, the appeal of the
sports or speed model, in
some ways a diametric-
ally opposed type, re-
mains definite and un-
questionable. This ap-
peal in all probability
will never die.

The Le Mans Schneider,

as the standard sports
model is termed, exhibits
characteristics true {o
type in that the car must
be judged as a whole.
Specification details and
matters of equipment are
naturally important
points of every car. But
a sports model more than
any other stands or falls
by reason of its perform-
ance, of the manner- in
which it answers to the
controls and sits down on
the road, rather than on
account of individual
components.

Although, as‘ the ac-
companying table indi-
cates, the paces of the
Schneider warrant its in-
clusion in the ranks of

ENGINE

GEAR LEVER 1 ™
POSITIONS /R "

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

12.8 h.p., four cylinders, 72 < 120 mm. (1,954 c.c.).
- Tax, £13.

Wheelbase Sft. 10}in., track 4ft. Sin.

Overall length 13ft. 4}in., width 5ft. lin.

Tyres : 15 50 on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.) (10-30 m.p.h.).
16.8 20 _—
9.8 40 7 sec.
6.8 . 60 9 sec.
4.8 70 14{ sec.’

Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 25-26 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts inat 8 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight: 26 cwt. 3

Price, with four-seater sports body, £535. .

3O FEET from 25 M.P.H.
80 FEET from 4OM.P.H.

the speed models, it can
also be driven comfort-
ably in towns. On its
comparatively high ratio
“ top gear it will come
down to 8 or 10 m.p.h.
without bother or special
skill in handling, while
third is generally ade-
quate for ordinarily dense
traffic. These are im-
portant features in a
car of this nature, since,
obviously, even if a brisk
performance is required
on the open road, it must
not be obtained altogether
at the expense of tracta-
bility.
Il The car as a whole
handles well, is very
steady, and can be taken
fast round corners with-
out roll or sway. With
the shock absorbers fairly
tight to assist in giving
R this stability the spring-
ing is comfortable, though -
naturally a little hard
over rough surfaces;
but even in the back seats
no actual shock is experi-
enced at any time.
As regards maximump ,
speed on top gear, the-
“ car goes quickly up to

60 m.p.h., and needs a
little time to reach 65

m.p.h., while to enable
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“THE AUTOCAR"™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

the last few miles an hour to be
obtained a fairly long stretch
of road is necessary. The
maximum given in the table
was reached in circumstances
that were advantageous, but
there is no reason to suppose
that in similar conditions the
performance cannot be re-
peated.

It seemed more than likely
that the carburetter setting
was not always giving the
engine the best chance, especi-
ally in accelerating on third and
top. Again, it is possible that
even for this type of car third
gear may be on the high side
for rapid picking up from
lower speeds. The engine will work hard on third and
second without showing the least sign of distress»

The separate driving seat is adjustable so as to bring
the driver right up
close to the wheel
if that arrangement
be preferred, and
gives a very com-
fortable  position
which  contributes
much to the
pleasure of speed
and corner work.
The steering wheel
is spring - spoked,
some 17in. in dia-
meter, and has a
thin rim. Then the
clutch is reasonably
light to operate, is
progressive, and the
gear and brake
levers are well
placed. The gear
chan ge requires
some little prac-
tice, but is then -
casy ; the gears can be felt properly and have locking
springs with the definite action liked by many drivers.

When the lever has been brought into neutral from
top or from third, a spring movement pushes the lever
to the left of the invisible gate, where it is conveniently
placed for an immediate change to second or bottom.
At first the position of reverse may be puzzling, it being
reached by placing the lever in first, then moving it
slightly to the right and pushing forward. When one
has become accustomed to this layout, there is not the
slightest objection to it, however, and during manceu-
vring, as it brings first and reverse positions very close
to one another, it is, in fact, a good point.

Particularly at low speeds the steering was on the
heavy side on the car tested—placed at the disposal of
The Autocar by Schneider Automobiles (England), Ltd.,
138, Long Acre, W.C.2—and had no appreciable caster
action; another similar car possessed lighter steering,
being more fully run in. This heaviness is largely made
up for by the fact that at higher speeds there is no sug-

rront view of the 13-55 h.p. Schneider Le Mans model.

Threequarter reur view of the 13-55 h.p. Schneider Le Mans model.

gestion of wheel wobble nor
any tendency to flap.

In respect of the feeling of
control over the car which the
brakes give the driver, they are
decidedly good. The operation
is assisted by vacuum servo,
and the effort required on the

1 is extremely small.
Curiously, although from the
highest speeds possible in
ordinarily fast traffic, and in
winding by-lanes, for instance,
the brakes are undoubtedly
effective and make a high
average safe, in coming to an
actual standstill in the stopping
tests the figures were not so
good as might have been ex-
pected. Oil which had somehow got in the front brakes,
and was exuding from the drums, no doubt helped to
lengthen the distances before the wheels stopped.

: The exhaust has
a pleasant ‘‘ bark,”’
and with the sileng-
ing system fitted is
by no means un-
duly noisy, even on
the gears ; the gears
A themselves are not
1) too obtrusive, re-

" verse making the
most sound on the
car tried. Mechan-
ically there was a
good deal of noisc
from this particular
engine, ‘suggesting
more than anything
that the valve tap-
: z pets required ad-
e sl justment. An un-

e usual feature is a
control on the dash-
board, which allows
the driver to divert
to the overhead-valve rocker gear a supplementary
supply of oil during prolonged high speed and in-
direct gear driving.

The four-door body is adequate and well built. Pneu-
matic upholstery gives comfortable riding over long dis-
tances, and is not so soft as to allow one to be thrown
about on corners. In addition to both front seats being
adjustable for reach, the angle of the cushions can be
varied from the horizontal. In general the car is solid
and well made, attention having evidently been paid by
the old-established French manufacturers towards obtain-
ing a machine that shall be durable in spite of the good
performance which will lead to its being driven fast
over all types of roads. ;

A V screen is used, and each section has a flap that
can be opened. The dashboard, which is rather far from
the driver, has a revolution counter in addition to the
speedometer ; a fuel tank contents indicator is not pro-
vided. In particular the hood is entirely right for the
type of car. Itis trim when raised, lies flat and extremely
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neatly when furled, and is then secured in a
manner which definitely prevents it from
rattling.

From all angles the car looks right. In
front view, with the stone guards over the
radiator and head lamps adding just the
correct degree-of ‘‘ fierceness ’’ to the appear-
ance, the lines are impressive yet not too
massive. As seen from the sides and back
the body possesses a straight-through outline
which is pleasing.

The lighting switch on the dashboard is
arranged so as to cut out the off-side head
lamp at will. A dynamotor gives silent
starting in the manner of its kind, and works
cfficiently. On top of the dynamotor itself is a fuse,
very accessible. and stated to be the only one in
the system.  The throttle and ignition and mixture-
regulating levers are on the dashboard and are light in
movement. The throttle and ignition controls, at all
events, would be better if they were at the centre of the
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steering wheel, as also the horn button.

Whether or not the best performance is
obtained from the car depends largely upon
the methods of the driver. With proper and
fairly frequent use of the indirect gears, it
becomes a sensitive, willing machine which
is essentially a ‘‘ real motor car.”” As an
example of the point in question it may be
mentioned that up a long and loose-surfaced
hill with a maximum gradient of 1 in 5},
and having two sharp bends, the car would,
if necessary, climb on third gear, the speed in
that case falling to 12 or 13 m.p.h. In a
second climb, advantage being taken of the
capabilities on second, the speed dropped only momen-
tarily on the bends to about 15 m.p.h., and the climb
was concluded at between 22-27 m.p.h., with somethin
in hand. -

For the enthusiast who pays attention to his driving
and delights in doing so this is an interesting car of its
type. -

RACEHORSES BY ROAD

Motor Transport Taking the Place of Rail.

T Carlisle once I saw a big motor horse
var standing outside the stabling
near the course. It had brought

some horses that a famous Dumfriesshire
sportsman was running. I suppose the
journey would take about an hour by road,
whereas the horses would probably have
had to set off the night before had they
travelled by rail.

Those who know anything of thorough-
bred horses also know that they are often a bundle of
nerves, easily upset, restless, and off their feed in strange
stables, and agitated by being led through streets where
there is unaccustomed noise and traffic. Such experi-
ences often destroy a horse’s chances of winning a race,
as they cause it to sweat and to suffer from nervous ex-
haustion.

Road v. Rail.

I once owned a racehorse, or, rather, a mare, which
walked round and round her box like a caged lion when
away at a race meeting, dripping with perspiration.
Similarly, when she had to be boxed at the railway
siding she was terrified, and only showed her true form
on occasions when she could be walked quietly on the
morning of the race to our own local meeting. Had she
travelled—as she could not in those days—by motor
horse-van by road to distant fixtures it might have made
all the difference.

More and more owners and trainers are realising the
importance of this, and their hands are being forced
“by the delays on the railway, and the frequent difficulty
of getting horses home after racing.

The horses to which I referred at the outset slept- in
their own boxes at home on the night before they had
to run; they had no suspicions awakened—as so many
horses have when taken away to race meetings—of the
excitement in which they were to share next day. They

the motor van, were not annoyed by the
shouting and yelling of railway officials,
and there was no shunting and jarring
which would have been theirs on the rail.
On arrival they were taken straight to the
race stables without having to walk through
the narrow streets of the city, with tram-
cars and other traffic continually about
them. The result was that they were much
fitter than many of the horses which had
had a long journey by rail.

Most of the bigger stables and private owners now
either have motor vans or intend to install them.

Not a few training quarters are a considerable distance
from a railway station. Middleham, for example, where
so many horses are trained, is about four miles from
Leyburn station on the painfully slow Bedale and Hawes
line, and Hambleton—on_ the hills above Thirsk, and
reached by Sutton Bank, sc well known to motorists—is
eight miles from a railway station. What a boon and
a blessing motor horse vans would be to the trainers at
such places.

In Days of Old.

A century ago, in pre-railway days, it was discovered
that travelling long distances on foot by road took a
good deal out of racehorses, and huge, cumbersome
road vans were built for them. These vans caused
some excitement in the villages through which they
passed, country folk imagining that they contained
savage wild animals or criminals on the way to execu-
tion.

Of course, these early road vans could only travel
very slowly by means of relays of posthorses, and it
is recorded that on one occasion poor Lanercost was so
stiff on reaching Scotland that he could scarcely walk
out of the van in which he travelled. Racehorses now
travel in comfort and with expedition in their motor

cleaned up their mangers as usual, walked straight into  vans. J. F.-B.
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