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December 27th, 1929.

“THE AUTOCAR’
TESTS

LIGHT SIX ROVER SPORTSMAN’S SALOON

HERE is a growing tendency
amongst British makers to fit
large engines in relatively small
chassis, and the Rover Light Six
was one of the first of the type to
appear on the market. The per-
formance of such a car has, therefore, an interest of
its own. With a four-seater two-door fabric saloon
body, the Rover Light Six weighs 25} cwt. and is
propelled by a six-cylinder overhead-valve engine of
2,023 C.C. capacity,
On a mild day of- sunshine, over reasonably dry
roads, the car proved to have a fair performance for
a touring vehicle, as the accompanying tabulated figures

Good Fuel Consumption
on a Car with Small
Head Resistance.

that is, with a good length of straight
to run up to it, for the topmost limit
is not reached quickly. A cruising
speed of 50 m.p.h. suited the car
very well.

Tried over a series of test hills, the
car was found to give the following results: A grade of
I in 10}, when approached at 55 m.p.h., was crested
at 30 m.p.h. on top gear, and when approached at
35 m.p.h. was crested at 21 m.p.h. A hill of 1 in 6}
was finished at 16 m.p.h. on second, and another, with
a maximum of 1 in 6, needed first gear at the summit,
the speed being 14 m.p.h. The inference of these
figures, and of those for acceleration, is that by com-
parison with corresponding types this vehicle is geared
a shade high, a supposition which is borne out by the
fuel consumption.

show. At most cruising speeds the engine ran
pleasantly smoothly, and was reasonably quiet, save,
at about 30 m.p.h., for

noticeable drone from the

exhaust.

Acceleration from the lowest
speeds on top gear while the
engine was at full throttle was
accompanied, on the car tested,
by a feeling of a certain
amount of effort exerted on
the part of the engine.

When once past the 20 m.p.h.
mark the smoothness was
obvious, and the engine was
quite at ease when travelling all
out. Opportunity did not
occur to check the maximum
speed by stop-watch over a
measured mile, but by corrected
speedometer reading it appeared
to be approximately 70 m.p.h.
under favourable conditions,
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Tested with a half-gallon of
fuel, over a normal section of
road, at a speed maintained as
closely as possible to 30 m.p.h.,
a distance of 5.1 miles was
covered, giving the surprisingly
good result, for a car of the
size, of 30.2 m.p.g. In this
matter the low head resistance
of the specially shaped body
and of the cycle-type wings
gives an advantage.

From the driver’s point of
view the car is easy to handle.
The central change speed lever
is long and the knob comes con-
veniently to the hand, whilst
gear changing needs no special
judgment. The clutch takes up
the drive smoothly enough to
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make possible the experi-
ment of starting from rest
on top gear. Incidentally,
from a standing start on
top, a speed of 50 m.p.h.
was reached in 41 seconds.
The steering wheel is
placed fairly high up, and
the column is raked at an
angle closer to the hori-
zontal than wusuwal. No
trace of wheel wobble was
noticeable, and the high-
geared steering was satis-
factory in all respects.

In the centre of the
wheel are a horn button
and an ignition control
lever, the throttle control
and the mixture control
being on the instrument
board in front of the
passenger.  The instru-
ments are separately sunk
into a wooden facia board,
illuminated by a barrel-
type dash lamp. Below
the wheel is a convenient
‘switch for the electric con-
trol of the dip-and-switch
head lamps. On either
side of the facia board is
a light luggage shelf. The
roof-lamp switch is close
to the driver’s right hand,
and the screen wiper is
mounted on the bottom
edge of the adjustable

single-panel windscreen, instead of at the top, so as
to make the most of the blade-swept area.

The brakes are arranged so that the pedal applies
all four sets of shoes, and the hand lever the rear

shoes only. It was
found that the four =
wheel brakes were |
powerful, but re-

quired a fair
amount of pressure
to bring them into
full operation.
There is a main
adjustment  below
the front floor
boards and acces-
sible from beneath
the frame. @ Wing
nuts lying under
the front edge of
the bonnet take care
of the front brake
adjustment, and the
back brake adjust-

dia/ulze,

“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

LIGHT SIX ROVER SPORTSMAN'’S SALOON.

ENGINE
SWITCH

LIGHTING HORN

CONTROL BUTTON HEAD LAMP

STARTER
SWITCH

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

16 h.p., six cylinders, 65 x 101.6 mm. (2,023 c.c.).
Tax, £16.

Wheelbase 8ft. 10in., track 4ft. 2in.

Overall length 13ft. 3in., height 5ft. 6in., width 5ft. 3in.
Tyres : 29 x 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine-rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
19.1 15 —_
8 A 45 8 sec.
4.7 — 13§ sec.

Turning circle : 40ft.
Tank capacity 10 gallons, fuel consumption 30 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set.

Weight: 25) cwt.
Price, with saloon body, £325.
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I?b 23 FEET from 25 M.P.H.
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. original,

‘discloses the battery,

finished and well-equipped,
a separate ash-tray for each passenger.
of the rear seat are hollow and form small lockers,
the tools are carried under the front seats, cords render

As regards the sus-
pension, the road-holding
was fair, but the springing
with two persons only on
board needed some slight
readjustment of the shock
absorbers.

Well finished outwardly
and inwardly, the body is
designed entirely  with
some special features of
appearance in view, and
certainly a style that is
and to many
people very attractive, has
been obtained. Nearly
half the wheelbase is
occupied by the bonnet
and scuttle, and the back
seats of the necessarily
compact body overhang
the rear wheels consider-
ably. The front seats are
of the bucket type and ad-
justable ; their backs can
be tilted forwards to give
access to the rear seats.
There are deep wells for

the legs of the rear seat

passengers, while the back
squab is hinged at the
top, and, when opened,
a
compartment for luggage,
and also a trap through
which the reserve petrol
tap can be reached.

The interior is tastefully
even to the provision of
The arm-rests

the door locks easy

S to operate from in-

side, and the two
large windows work
with . quick-lift
levers. The roof
" can be folded back
. to open up the car,
~  and the movement
is so neatly carried
out that there is no
evidence outside the
. body to show that
. the roof actuall
- folds. The excel-
lence of the various
joints ~which is
thus implied
augurs well for the
weath er proof-

ment is reached ness of the roof in
from beneath the the heaviest of
back of the car. rain.
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