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The illusiration above indicales the size, in feet, of the Light Six Speed Model Rover.

No. 626 (¥ —LIGHT SIX SPEED MODEL ROVER

A New Model with Some Special Points and a High Performancé

OR some time past experimental work has been in
F progress upon a speed model Rover with an engine
of 19.3 h.p. rating and a capacity of 2,565 c.c.,
in a light chassis provided with a sporting type of open
four-seater body. Practical tests of various forms of
the projected car have now brought finality, and, as a
result, a limited number of these new speed models is
being put into production. The idea is to standardise
in a broad fashion the chassis, and to offer the purchaser
considerable variation in detail work and coachwork,
according {o his requirements and the figure he is pre-
pared to pay. With an open four-seater body similar
to that illustrated the price will be from £500 upwards.

With its graceful radiator, long bonnet and low lines,
the new car presents an exceedingly attractive ap-
pearance, and it runs as well as it looks. As compared
with the touring model Rover Light Six, the speed
model has many points of structural difference. The
engine is placed three inches lower, and three inches
farther back, so that the torque tube enclosing the
propeller-shaft is shorter. The compression is raised,
and a down-draught carburetter fitted. The steering
column is longer, to match the low seating position,
and the gear lever is short
and rigid. Stiffer road
springs are fitted, with

uttees and double-friction
shock absorbers. Extra
strong brake rods with fork
ends are another refine-
ment. The rear axle ratio
is 3.7 instead of 4.7 to 1,
and the engine, as tuned
for road work, reaches the
peak of its power curve at
3,600 r.p.m.

As put forward for- test,
this new car was in trim
for road work, that is to
say, it was not tuned to
the last mile of speed with-
out regard to flexibility at "
the lower end of the range.

The engine could be ‘“ hotted up’’ in this way if needed
for sports-car racing purposes, but in its normal trim
the whole car is very pleasantly balanced ; its maximum
speed is high, and is there whenever it is wanted; a
tested maximum on third gear of #1 m.p.h. is good,
whilst second offers a fine acceleration, with a maximum
of 50 m.p.h. The quality of the acceleration was dis-
tinctly good, the carburation being clean and responsive
all the way through. It is a feature of this car that
it will run smoothly on top gear at 6 to 8 m.p.h., and
move away from that speed cleanly. This means, of
course, that driving in traffic, especially on third gear,
can be done smartly but unobtrusively.

Some of the points are outstanding. The engine is
most attractively smooth all the way, and literally
enjoys work. The indirect gears are unusually quiet
even in this age of ‘‘silent thirds,”’ the only noticeable
difference between running on third and on top being
the speed of the engine, and the sound of the exhaust,
which emits a pleasant note, and is not too noisy.
The clutch has a particularly progressive engagement
and does not—as many plate clutches do—go in with
a jerk at one particular point on the pedal travel. The

engagement follows up the

very smoothly, Inci-
dentally, the gear change is
an easy one to handle,
though the central gear
lever is a shade far away
for a short driver, and the
brake lever almost out of
reach. Up to the maxi-
mum speeds attained on
the track during the fest
the car sits down to its
work very steadily, and is
comfortable to drive. The
steering is light, but to suit
some tastes might be
higher geared and have
rather more caster action
in order to give the
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

desirable firmness. The brakes
are effective, but require a good
deal of pressure on the pedal to
pull up short; they are fully
compensated and are adjusted
by means of a fly-nut for the tie
rod of each pair of shoes. There
is no main adjustment,

As regards general accessi-
bility: Under the left side of
the bonnet are the inlet and ex-
haust manifolds, with a hot-
spot ; the exhaust pipe is carried
down towards the front, and
the down-draught carburetter is
high up and accessible. At the
front of the engine is a vertical
spindle, on the top of which is the make-and-break
and distributor unit of the coil ignition, and this also
is easy to get at. Lower down, towards the rear, i_s
the mechanically operated fuel pump, while close to it

is an oil filter, on the pressure side, the top of which .

can be undone, and then, after three nuts have been
removed, the gauze can be taken out for cleaning
without loss of oil. 4 :
Incidentally, the sump containg a useful quantity of
lubricant, namely, two gallons.  On the right side of
the engine, rather low st

dip-and-switch device controlled
from the centre of the steering
wheel, and are carried on a
cross-tube which supports the
wings, and which is further
rendered very stiff by diagonal
bracing rods. The front wings
are close-fitting and neat, and
the rear wings are also close,
but are flaired for the sake of
appearance.

Regarding the body, this is a
four-seater of which the rear
seats are mostly intended for
emergency purposes, although
there are deep wells in the
floorboards to give extra room.
The front seats are comfortable ; they are of separate
bucket type, and immediately adjustable. When two
wing-nuts are undone a seat can be lifted out com-
plete, and this exposes the adjustment for the hand
brake, and also gives access to the battery box. The
V. screen has adjustable extra side flaps. The screen
and other exterior bright fittings are all chromium-
plated. The spare wheel is strapped into place on its
brackets low down at the back of the body, where it is
both neat and accessible when required.

2 There is a door on the

down towards the front, is
the oil-filler spout, and
close to it the dipstick.
The starting motor is to-
wards the rear, and the
brushes are easy to get
at. The sparking plugs : -
enter the cylinder head e
diagonally on this side of ——
the engine, and are all
easy to detach. The coil
and the cut-out and fuses
for the lighting set are
mounted on the forward
side of the dash.

About half-way down
the dash, and across it,
there is what can be de-
scribed as a sloping roof,
for want of a better term,
and the platform thus pro-
vided is used to carry the
jack and an oil-can. The
remainder of the tools are
disposed in flaps in the
sides of the scuttle, and
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Wheelbase 8ft. 10in., track

Engine—rear axle

LIGHT SIX SPEED MODEL ROVER
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
19.3 h.&.. six cylinders, 72 x 105 mm. (2,565 c.c.).

. 4ft. 2in.
Overall length 13ft. 'lln.. width 5ft., height 4ft. 6in.
Tyres: 29 x 5.5in. on detachable wire wheels,
Acceleration from

driver’s side of the car,
which is convenient and
not always provided in a
sports machine, the top of
the door being cut away
to give comfortable room
for the right elbow. An-
other good point with this
;yp]e of car is that the hood
urls neatly and is cli

down firmly. S

Finally, it may be men-
tioned that the car actually
tested is one of the first of
the series, and that later
models produced will differ
from it in one or two par-
ticulars.

For example, it is under-
stood that the wheelbase
will be Toft. 3in. and the
track 4ft. 4in.; the body
sides will be a couple of
inches or more higher,
which will give better pro-
tection to the occupants,
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Timed

accessible from inside the e e e R Rl 4 and instruments with large
car. Ly - dials will take the place of

In the design of the Tara? 2 1 10 sec. 81.82 m.p.h. the standard fittings on the
radiator a stone guard Tans 8 d""‘;;‘i’:‘uﬂ., fuel consumption 27 m.p. instrument board.

is included; there is a |
thermostatic by-pass con-
trol for the water tempera-

Weight : cwt.

htin %o
12-volt g g set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Price, with four-seater body, from £500.

In addition, there will
also be a slight altera-
tion in the indirect gear

ture, and also a belt-driven B3O FEET fomSOMPH, ratios, as follows: First
fan, the blades of which - will become 13.9, second
are detachable. The head 7-8, third 6.3, and top 3.7
lamps have an electrical to 1.
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