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The illustraiion above indicates the size, in feet, of the 10-25 h.p. Rover Weymann saloon

No. 634 (*%:%).—10-25 h.p. ROVER WEYMANN SALOON

Extremely Good Value for Money and a Lively Performance

NITIALLY, the 10-25 h.p. Rover attracts attention
l by reason of a particularly well-balanced appear-
ance; interest is further whetted by the modest
price.  Inspection reveals coachwork of remarkable
roominess, and, finally, a road test shows a liveliness
of performance almost unexpected. It really is a
remarkable car for the money, and the secret of its
construction to a price and its performance up to a
good level appears to be a practical pruning from the
design of everything which is non-essential.  The
result is an economical use of metal and a good ratio
of power to weight. The car tested was a Weymann
saloon available at £189, but fitted with wire wheels
and a sliding roof, each of which items costs £5 extra.
One of the first points to be noticed is that the
forward view close up to the car is not restricted,
although the seating position is well down inside the

body, for the reason that the scuttle is not too high,
nor is the bonnet too broad. This is a matter of
some value when driving in fog or dense traffic.
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Another point is that the accelerator, on the right of
controls, those for ignition SR

but as this has three, and %

controls through the wheel

brake lever is on the right

the driver’s left knee,

forward.

directly it is warmed up;

the group of pedals, is mounted far forward, and thus
and throttle setting, are
not four, spring spokes it V
itself. A matter of further
of the change-speed lever,
where it can be reached
The engine starts readily
indeed, as is not
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uncommon, it runs at its best when thoroughly hot. A
enuine mile a minute is a very good performance
or a car of this inexpensive kind ; incidentally, during

the timed test the speedometer was registering 68 m.p.h.
One of the peculiarities of the engine is that the faster
it Tuns the smoother it seems to become; it settles
down pleasantly at 35 to 40 m.p.h. and is happy to
hold 40 to 50 m.p.h. At lower speeds the presence
of four cylinders is more obvious, but sensible use of
the ignition lever—to which the engine is very sensi-
tive—gives smoother running, if less acceleration. The
crankshaft has two bearings, but produces no notable
evidence that it would be better with three, for the whole
engine is very short and rigid.

Gear changing is particularly easy to master, and
allows a considerable latitude for the unskilled driver
to make trifling misjudgments without producing marked
noises. In the first place, not only is the gear lever
long, but it is a good deal stiffer than many modern
designs, with the result that the hand has a firm control
over the selector mechanism. Then the clutch is very
distinctly above the average for both smoothness and
progressive action of the take-up. It is possible to
start the car on the level
on second or even on top
gear, which, in view of the
moderate sizé of the en-
gine, is a considerable
testimonial to the clutch
itself, which, by the way,
is a plate type, with cork
inserts, running in oil.
The indirect gears are
reasonably quiet, there be-
ing more noise on the
overrun than when the
engine is pulling.

Half-elliptic front springs
and quarter-elliptic rear
springs are employed,
shock absorbers being
fitted back and front. In
practice, this suspension is
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the leg is not in a cramped position.  Secondary
below the steering wheel,

is possible to reach the

convenience is that the

and therefore is close to

without stretching right

from cold and pulls well

B

Ca



April 17th, 1931.

“THE AUTOCAR™ ROAD TESTS—(continued)

particularly good, for it is not
only comfortable but unex-
pectedly steady even at the
maximum, As to the steering,
the ratio of the gearing is well
suited to the type of car, but
there is not very much caster
action, while at low speeds
steering on full lock is on the
heavy side. At the higher speeds
the steering gives a better
account of itself.

In order to pull up in the
shortest possible distance a con-
siderable pressure has to be
applied to the brake pedal, but
the brakes on the whole show
up very well and have the great !
merit of regularity, that is to "
say, they are dependable. Balance gear is provided
between the back and front brakes; there is no main
adjustment and each brake has its individual flynut
adjustment, readily within reach.

As regards general accessibility, the tools are in a
locker immediately below the cushion of the driver’s
seat, and the batteries are similarly disposed beneath
the front passenger’s seat. Under the bonnet, the

end remote from the pinion
gear, this extension having on
it a square so that if the pinion
" should stick at any time the
spindle can be rotated by the
hand to free it.

Entering the sump horizon-
tally is an oil filter, which can
be cleaned after the oil has
been drained from the sump.
The carburetter is fairly high
up and is easily reached, the
instrument being provided with
a proper filter and also with an
adjustable extra air inlet, which
permits of a setting to suit
summer and winter running.

As to the coachwork, the
body has six lights and a rear

window of exceptional size, while the window on the
driver’s side is of a fairly quick-lift type. The adjust-
able single-panel windscreen has an electric wiper. The
front doors are hinged on the central pillar, and are
sloped on their forward edges so that there is a maximum
amount of foot room for getting in and out. One of
the important features of the body is the remarkable
amount of room, for the width is considerably greater

contact breaker and dis-

tributor unit, mounted on
the rear of the dynamo, is
accessibly placed, and the
coil is housed in the sup-
ports of the ramp boards,
close to the dynamo, so
that a minimum of wiring
is necessary. All the spark-
- ing plugs are accessible.
Pump circulation . is em-
ployed for the cooling, and
the water pump is at the
front of the engine, in an
accessible position.
Generally speaking, ac-
cessibility from the owner’s
viewpoint should be good,
as the engine is compara-
tively small, whilst the
bonnet space is capacious,
The engine as a whole
is particularly neat and
compact. The dynamo is
driven from a chain inside
the timing case at the front
of the unit, and is mounted
so as to provide chain
adjustment by pivoting the
dynamo Dbodily; its
brushes are easily reached.
The starting motor is con-
siderably lower down, and,
again, the brushes are not
invisible, and a sensible
provision is a prolongation
of the starting motor
spindle outwards at the

10-25 h.p. ROVER WEYMANN SALOON
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER
9.8 h.p., four cylinders, 63 :: 95 mm. (1,185 c.c.).
Tax £10.
Wheelbase 8ft. 8in., track 4ft. 2in.
Overall length 13ft., width 5ft. 3in., height 5ft. 4}in.
Tyres: 27 x 4.4in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile,
19.5 to 1 _—
98 to 1 10 sec.
52t 1 16 sec. 60.80 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 381t.
Tank capacity 6 gallons, fuel consumption 34 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 14 m.p.h., 8-10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight : 18 cwt. 2 gr.
Price, with Weymann saloon body, £199,
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than in most cars of the
size.

Arm-rests are formed
on the arches let into the
body to accommodate the
rear wheels, and the rear
floorboards are sunk
slightly below the floor
level to give extra leg-
room. There are pockets
in the rear doors. Across
the rear window is a blind

controllable from the
driver’s seat. The instru-
ments are very neatly

grouped in a specially
shaped panel, at each side
of which is a useful shelf.

The front seats are of
the bucket type, high-
backed and long in the
cushion fromback to front,
and are immediately ad-
justable.

On the instrument board
is a strangler control with
three positions, one, pulled
right out, for starting from
cold, a midway position
for use whilst warming up-
the engine, and an out-of-
use position for normal
running.

The 10-25 h.p. Rover
can be summed up by
saying that it has all the
attractioms necessary to
make it a best seller.
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