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No. 69.—RILEY SIX STELVIO SALOON
A Steady and Pleasant Car Which Should Make Many Friends.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Riley Six Stelvio saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

PROLONGED road test of the Riley Six Stelvio
has changed an initial curiosity into a warm
regard for a very pleasant motor car. «The

Stelvio, as it is to-day, is a very worthy big brother to
the well-known 9 h.p. Monaco model Riley. Certain
evidences of character stand out; it is not only a car
which responds with virile readiness to all the calls of
normal driving in town and country, but it has a cap-
“tivating little habit of unostentatiously building up
cruising speed until the needle is hovering around the
sixties.

The faster the car is allowed to cruise, the better it
seems to like it. Moreover, the suspension is particu-
larly good; not too

hard for genuine .
comfort, but taut
enough to make

speed feel really safe.
It is a very steady
car, and, as a touring
vehicle, an excellent
one to drive fast.
With slack shock ab-
sorbers a full load
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on the rear seat is well-nigh as comfortable as on the
front. It is not usual {o find back seats that remain
really comfortable when a car is travelling at its
maximum.

Another good point is the steering, which is not too
light, has about the right amount of caster action, and
is entirely definite and devoid of ‘‘sponginess.”” On
long runs the steering does not become tiring, and there
is no sign of wheel wobble or of too much road shock
transmitted through the wheel.

There is a great deal of interest about the six-cylinder
engine, for it has a three-bearing crankshaft of consider-
able strength in a rigid crank case, and a crankshaft
torsional  vibration
damper is provided
as well. The en-
gine  runs very
smoothly for all that
it is developing a
great deal of power
for its size. At low
speeds it is as smooth
as most good sixes;

at high speeds it is
rides comfortably in * above the average.
long-distance  tour- § The engine also pulls
ing; with the ab- | evenly and well on
sorbers tightened a | top gear when one is
shade, corner work 4! dawdling about
is particularly sure. country lanes.

Then the Stelvio ¢ The maximum
possesses another ° cpeed on third gear is
peculiarity. Because 52 m.p.h., and the
the suspension is helical - tooth third
good and the body is ,  ratio is silent, after
practically inside —~ e the modern. fashion,
the wheelbase, riding - which Riley prac-
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Ambulance Coplumn, offers to assist
any English firm requiring informa-
tion. He says the makers must give
the people out there what they know
they want, and that, if they desire to
get in, they must go out of their way
to do so.
* * *

Per Ton or Per Hour?

APLEYS, of Totton, in their little
book ‘‘Performance’’ advocate
the use of the lb.-per-ton unit
for judging a car's performance in-

stead of that of miles per hour. I am
inclined to agree that m.p.h. is not
much assistance in judging whether a
car is doing its best. ‘“Lb. per ton”’
is a measure of pulling power, and,
unlike ““m.p.h.,”” cannot be guessed.
One, of course, has to have a Tapley
Performance meter, which on one side
shows the gradient of the road on
which one is travelling and on the
other the 1b. per ton. How this part
works I am not going to pretend to
know. Readers can find out for them-
selves by writing to the makers.

* * *

NCIDENTALLY, I have an idea

we use the word ‘‘ per’”’ more

frequently than we need or should.
Per annum is right ; per hour, per day,
per week and per month are wrong, I
think. We poke a lot of fun at
America’s language, but I am afraid
very few of us know all there is to
know of our own. And I do not quite
mean that, either, for I have implied
that I am one of the very few.
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A fleet of utility vehicles at Seccondee West Africa, referred to under the heading

A Badge of Honour.

HE B.A.R.C., otherwise the

Brooklands Automobile Racing

Club, are shortly issuing special car

badges for those of their members who

have been officially timed to lap the
track at 120 m.p.h. or over.
* * *

PROPOS of badges, it is inter-
esting to note that the Countess
of Donoughmore has the mil-

lionth badge issued by the Automobile

Association. The Earl of Donough-

more is a vice-president of the A.A.
* * *

ND, apropos of records, an adver-
tisement in the Saturday Even-
ing Post recently ' included

a testimonial from Cannon Ball
Baker, the man who certain Ameri-
can papers stated would drive the
Silver Bullet in place ‘of Kave
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This Willys-Knight with Mile. Lucienne
Radisse, the violoncellist of the N.Y.
Metropolitan Opera, af the wheel, recently
secured a first prize af a Concours
d’Elégance in Paris.

Don. Cannon Ball’s notepaper is
headed, ‘‘ World’s Champion Record
Breaker.”” Well, I suppose there is
no law against anyone calling himself
the world’s champion record breaker.
I could set up in business as a world’s
champion record breaker myself. No
man alive has watered my tomatoes
more than I have, no one has re-
versed out of my garage more times
than I. A motorist has just started
from New York for California in re-
verse, and if he gets to the Pacific
he will be called a record breaker,
although no one has ever done it be-
fore. In America they don’t seem to
differentiate between establishing a
record and breaking one, and every-
thing that is unusual is a record. But
Cannon Ball has really broken quite
a few records, his own and otheér
people’s, since he became head tester
of the Franklin Company. He has
made ninety-eight record-making and
breaking trips across the Continent of
Ameriea. But the ‘“record” that
amazes me is one in which he states
he travelled at an average speed of
sixty miles an hour for twenty-four
hours from New York to Miami.
That’s - the kind of car to run at
Indianapolis, Lé Mans, and Ulster,
the proper places for a sixty average.
We should simply love to see you at
Brooklands, Cannon Ball!

* * *
My Passenger’s Query.
HE lady on my left asks: Why
do the comic papers, including
Punch, make fun of small cars
when they, if I am to be believed, are
the world’s most wonderful pieces of

" machinery?

The answer: For the same reason
that the Scotsman is libelled and
slandered. N.B.—It is sacrilege to
refer to Punch as a comic paper; it is

often very humorous.

“On the Gold Coast.” THE SCRIBE. )
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

tically introduced in this country.
Second and first, by contrast,
are naturally not so silent. Hill-
climbing is easy; top gear will
account easily for 1 in 10 grades
and third for most other hills,
in a hearty fashion. Second and
first are wanted only when
there is a full load on board and
quite steep hills are met. Gear
changing is as easy as it is on
the Riley Nine, and the clutch is
satisfactory but not superlatively
sweet in starting from rest. The
same remarks can be applied to
many modern single - plate
clutches.

Very ingeniously arranged in
its details, the brake action is
progressive, and only for emer-

gency stopping is it necessary to apply much pressure
to the pedal. The brakes are compensated and cable-
operated, and an excellent point is that there are hand-
wheel adjustments within reach of the driver, which
can be used without even stopping the car.
Maintenance does not involve much work. Silentbloc
bushes are used in all the road spring eyes except the

ished, and fully equip

thing in the morning.

front bushes of the front

the upholstery is pneumatic and
finished in pleats. At the back
of the body is a large luggage
box. There are pockets in the
front doors, a roof net, pockets
in the sides of the scuttle, and
net-fronted pockets let into the
rear quarters—in fact, more
than ample accommodation for
the hundred and one small
things that are always carried
in a car.

The large head lamps have
electrically controlled dip and
switch mechanism for the reflec-
tors. The single-panel wind-
screen has automatic locks to
hold it closed or open in any one
of four positions. Internally and
externally the car is well fin-
ped on modern lines, even to

a thermostatic radiator by-pass for regulating the
water temperature, an item which helps immensely in
quickly attaining an efficient working temperature first

Some cars exert a definite charm over the driver,
because they are well arranged as regards their controls,

and because they answer

springs, and the grease
gun has only to look after
the front axle and steering
parts and a few places in
the brake mechanism. Oil
is easily poured into the
engine through any one of
the covers over the over-
head wvalve gear. The
sparking plugs are sunk in
the centre of the cylinder
heads and are easily
reached with a long span-
ner. A dipstick shows the
oil level in the crank case.
The two carburetters are
high up and easily
reached, whilst the contact
breaker and distributor of
the coil °ignition are
equally accessible. Car-
buration, by the way, is

RILEY SIX STELVIO SALOON.

STARTER

ENGINE
SWITCH

SWITCH
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BRAKE  CONTROL

IGNITION
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CONTROL  CONTROL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

GEAR THROTTLE
LEVER .CONTROL

13.53 h.p., six cylinders, 60.3 < 95.2 mm. (1,633 c.c.).’
Tax £14.

Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. Sin.

Overall length 13ft. 9in., width 5ft. 7in., height 5ft. 2in.
Tyres: 30 . 5in. on detachable wire wheels.

crisp, and the engine ' : P e a8 d
s - R ngine-—rear axle ccelera! n from m spee
Sta;rts - nght a“ﬁ)’ first ‘ge-r ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
thing in the morning. The 22.31 to 1 ==
batteries are beneath the e =
8.39 to 1 8¢ sec.
rear seats. 5.75 to 1 " 11} sec. 66.67 m.p.h.

Though having the ap-
pearance of low build, in
reality the four-door fabric -
saloon body gives plenty
of head room, since the
floor level, back and front,

Turning circle: 31ft. *
Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 13 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 24 cwt. 3 : : '
Price, with saloon body, £465. >

38 FEET fem SOMPH.

to their controls imme-
diately and definitely. The
Riley Stelvio is a_ good
example of the type. But
it does not confine its at-
tractiveness to the driver
alone; by reason of the
width of the interior, the
amount of elbow room,
and the feeling of sitting
“in”’ the body and not
“on’ it, an atmosphere
of safety is promoted, with
a complete absence of
strain during relatively
fast travel. In this respect
the Riley Stelvio is de-
cidedly above the average
for cars of this type.

And presumably be-
cause of the highly efficient
design of its inclined over-
head valves, hemispherical
combustion chambers,
‘machined and straight
valve ports, and light
reciprocating parts, the
engine is capable of pro-
pelling the saloon body

with really remarkable
briskness.

~_Altogether, the Riley
Six Stelvio is a car

is well below the top edge ‘L which should inevitably
of the frame. Separate and create a wide circle of
immediately adjustable enthusiastic friends for
front seats are fitted, and |____ b o its makers. : ‘
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