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“THE AUTOCAR”

o

No. 55.—21 h.p. RENAULT VIVASTELLA SALOON.
Very Pleasant Family Car which Can Keep Up a Good Average and

HERE are very few
T cars in  existence

which are quite so
individualistc as ‘the
Renault, chiefly because
M. Renault himself is
something of an autocrat,
with a very decided
opinion as to what he
wants and a very direct
way of obtaining such re-
quirements. There are, of
course, advantages and
disadvantages in individu-
alism just as in everything
else.

The fact that every
single part of the Renault
that can be made different
from any other car is
different, may cause cer-
tain difficulties which have
to be dealt with by special
measures in the service de-
partment, and may deter a
certain type of man from
buying the car because the
one thing he objects to is
a control unlike that of the
car he owned previously.
On the other hand, a great
many of the features which
stand out as different in
the Renault are un-
doubtedly good, down to
so small an item as the un-

Holds the Road Extremely Well.

=AD" LAMP
DOUBLE FILAMEN
FOOT CONTROL.

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

21 h.p., six cylinders, 752 120 mm. (3,180 c.c.).

Tax, £21.

Wheelbase 10ft. 4}in., track 4ft. 8]in.

Overall length 15ft, 4iin., width 5it. 7}in., height 6ft. 1in.
Tyres: 14 50 on detachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
16 25 . -
9 42 7 sec.
4.66 62 11 sec.

Turning circles : 24ft. 7in. left, 24ft. right.

Tank capacity 15! gallons; fuel consumption 23 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h,, 15 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight: 38 cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £495.

26FEET from 25 M.PH ‘1

usual bonnet clip and the
lever which replaces a
button for the starting
motor. There is no doubt,
also, that when once a
driver becomes accustomed
to the gate in which top is
a forward position, he finds
that the difficulties he had
foreseen are imaginary.

. The car itself is interest-
ing. It carries a very
large body indeed, being
commodious enough for
five people, with room to
spare for those minor
packages which motorists
seem to like to place be-
side them on the driving
seat, and has plenty of leg
room everywhere.

The engine does ils
work remarkably well, is
flexible on top gear, run-
ning from 4 to over 63
m.p.h. on that ratio with-
out difficulty, and allows
the car to be handled in
the main on first and top
speeds only. The indirect
gears are remarkably
quiet, the steering is light
and direct, the suspension
good, and, a most impor-
tant feature, the car will
hold 35-40 m.p.h. as long
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« THE AUTOCAR"” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

as its driver wishes. Between those speeds it holds the .
road with an exactness not often found in a car of this
price.

The clutch is light, takes up well, and has not a
heavy spring. The brakes are unusual. The brake
pedal actuates the shoes through a mechanical servo
motor so powerful that the mere weight of the foot
on the pedal applies the brake shoes at once. At first,
application of the brakes is likely, therefore, to be much
more violent than is necessary, but after a little prac-
tice better control of the pedal gives the driver that true
sensitiveness of brake application which is so much worth
having on a long run.

The brakes, in fact, can be applied and used with
the minimum of effort, the servo motor’s power being
chiefly noticeable at speeds above 10 m.p.h. The brake
shoe application, moreover, is even, and there is no

Interior of the Renaull Vivasiclla saloon.

which probably is one reason why there is very litth
roll with a heavy body. The radiator is under the
scuttle and is on the large side for this country. Oil
is cooled by means of a separate radiator in front of
the car, and the dipstick is combined with a level in-
dicator and drain tap, so that the level should be checked
if operated by a person not conversant with the move-
ment of the lever.

The rear cylinder tappet adjustment is somewhat
shrouded because the rear cylinders are below and partly
behind the radiator. The dynamotor is a great blessing,
since it functions as a starting motor without a sound ;
the position of the lamp switch on the steering wheel is
good and, in addition, there is a foot-operated dimming
device on the floorboards. The whole front seat is ad-
justable, the wiring looks very good, and the use of
different colours for the various leads is excellent.

,".,A‘& "
Front view of the Renaull Vivastella saloon.

sideways movement when the brakes are violently There is an individual adjustment for the camshaft
applied. The servo motor operates whether the car i1s operating arm of each set of brake shoes, which at the
going backwards or forwards. ! rear is not too easy to reach, and a separate adjustment

There is no marked caster action in the steering, but controlling the servo motor operation under the floor-
the car is none the less steady; in fact, exceptionally boards. :
steady at speed or when cornering. At over 40 m.p.h. All windows can be raised or lowered, there is a good
the engine remains smooth but becomes audible and, of ventilator in the scuttle, and locking devices for all the
course, right at the end of its speed range, is more doors are fitted. : : '
audible, but its smoothness is a notable feature; and Taken as a whole it is a very pleasant family car, with
the carburation, the instrument being of Renault’s own a good top gear performance, and remarkable because
design, is excellent. : it can keep up a high average and hold the road ex-

As to detail, the rear springs of this car, it will be tremely well ; albeit it is by no means an expensive
remembered, are set at an acute angle to the frame, vehicle, considering the elaborate body provided.

BEFORE DAWN

ANY motorists are forced to cover the same routes rise in summer, familiar downs dotted with copses and
M over and over again, a compulsion which grows spinneys assume entirely new aspects as the golden light
: ¥ % tedious if the country traversed is uninteresting drags away the pearly curtains which veil the hills.
at the best of times. In these circumstances it is an ex- Later, when the sun is up, the roads are empty
cellent idea to start sometimes about half an hour before  except for the hungry rabbits, and here and there a tramp
dawn. The first thirty miles are always full of beauty dozing by the hedgerow, and fast time can safely be
and interest at sunrise. registered over stretches which normally are dreary. But
In a winter dawn even the Yorkshire mill area is im- towards milking time beware of the cows, for the hind
posing with an angry red sun assaulting sullen grey in charge of them is still bemused with sleep, and the
glooms and mists, out of which gaunt chimney stacks animals, being creatures of habit, are accustomed to

and vast cubist factories glower mysteriously. ~At sun- having the roads to themselves. B. H. D.
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