April 25th, 1930.

Sor

SEE A C OO R

ROAD

TESTS

RENAULT VIVASIX SALOON
Excellent Top-gear Performance, with Correspondingly Good Acceleration.

The illustvation above indicates the size of the Renault

Renault would be produced with the radiator in front

scarcely a man would have believed that there was
the slightest possibility of the prophecy coming true.
Now the car’s radiator is in front, but it is quite typical
of the car and of its constructor that the component
has been so well blended with the lines of what one is
accustomed to recognise as the Renault bonnet, and
appears, indeed, so little like a radiator, that to the
vast majority of people the car seems to be unchanged.

Now, just that little matter of the radiator is entirely
typical of the whole machine, for the Renault is nothing
if not individualistic, a point which, qu1te naturally, has
its advantages as
well as its disad-

lF anybody had prophesied many years ago that a

vantages.

There are few
things about the
Renault control

which are exactly
the same as those
of other cars, from
the steering wheel,
which has more
spokes than usual,
to the gear change,
the lever moving in
the opposite direc-
tion to that which
has become cus-
tomary for any

given gear. When
once one has driven
or, better still,

owned a Renault,
any differences of
this type matter

Vivasix saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

but little. A man so speedily becomes accustomed to
any idiosyncrasy in the machine which he drives daily
that it would be unfair- criticism to say that there was
any defect in the altered arrangement; but there is
just this to remember—that a lot of people prefer to
have a car which, as far as the control is concerned,
is as nearly identical as possible with the machine with
which they are parting.

The Vivasix—all Renault models are known by a
special name instead of generally by their horse-power—
is a less expensive model of the Vivastella. It is neces-
sary to explain this because one’s first inclination on
taking over the car is to think that a good many of
the accessories
which are usually
included in the
standard equipment
are missing, as, in-
deed, they are. But
they are not in-
cluded for a set
purpose, in order
that the car’s price
shall be low, and if
the purchaser re-
quires the full
equipment, then the
Vivastella, and not
the Vivasix, is at
his disposal. Apart
from that, there is
practically no
difference between
the two different
type.

The Vivasix has
a really wonderful
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

performance on top gear, and,
with full load, will climb 1 in 11
on that gear without a sugges-
tion of labouring. Moreover,
the acceleration on top is cor-
respondingly good; and every
day it is more apparent that if
a car accelerates really well its
maximum need not be anything
out of the ordinary. Good
acceleration means that the
ordinary running average, or
what may be termed the normal
cruising speed, can be reason-
ably high on an ordinary road
without, however, having to use
a high maximum. It is just a
question as to whether most
people would rather not sacrifice
something at the upper end of -

the performance curve in order to gain on that section
which is almost constantly in use.

Actually the car completed a timed quarter of a
mile with a flying start at quite high enough speed
for most people ; during that test the speedometer needle
stood steadily at 65 m.p.h., and on the ordinary road
it is certain that the car has fully sufficient power
for normal service in the everyday user’s hands.

The engine as a whole

possibly due to the difficulty of
getting a shock absorber adjust-
ment suitable for both low and
high speeds.

The body is comfortable ; the
driver’'s side window might,
with advantage, have mechan-
ism allowing it to be raised or
lowered very rapidly ; there are
big ventilating panels in the
scuttle; the instruments are
neat; a fuel gauge is included ;
and the hand brake will hold
the machine on a steep gradient.
The servo brakes are very
powerful, and, to a certain ex-
tent, need watching at low
speed, as is usual with any form
of auxiliary brake actuating
mechanism.

The servo brake mechanism is, in fact, more con-
trollable than these things very often are. A driver has
to use a certain amount of care, because at low speeds
the power of the servo makes the brake action really
delicate, and a man unaccustomed to the car is, for a
time, inclined to use more force than is at all neces-
sary; but at higher speed the effect of the servo is
really good and that effect continues right down to the

moment when the car

is good, with no specially

—| stops, whereas there is a

marked vibration period, RENAULT VIVASIX SALOON. certain suggestion some-
and is reasonably quiet times that servo motors
throughout its range. The L 3 Euﬂgﬁ 'ﬁ’_’g&g" | Eﬁ:“ fall off in effect after the
clutch is very good in- - o ds Al LEVER car has been reduced to a
deed—soft, progressive 2 LIGHTING " fairly low speed.

and light in operation, as
are all the controls, includ- .
ing the steering and the
servo-operated brake
mechanism.

As to the steering, there
is just enough caster action
to give stability on curves
and an automatic sense of
direction on the straight,
yet the gear itself has a
sufficiently low ratio to be
handled easily, so facili-
tating the manceuvring of

The dynamo gives an
extraordinarily healthy
charge, which, even with
all lights on, still more
than balances the con-
sumption of current. The
starting motor of this par-
ticular machine was un-
usually harsh, a point the
more prominent because
many Renaults have been
fitted with 2 dynamotor,
which is quite silent in
operation.

A GEAR BRAKE ACCELERATOR . 3
the car in any confined LEVER LEVER  STARTER PEDAL One thing really remains
sl}])gce. t())ne ofh the curl{lgus ATA BOR TS B EER: to be salglil Tl;e Regz_mlt is
things about the machine 21 hp. six cylinders, 75 x 120 mm. (3,180 c.c.). a car with a long history,
is that the unusual trans- T PRI VI ST a car built by one of the
verse spring arrangement Overall length “ysht. ‘42in., width Sft. 7{in., height 6ft. lin. most famous firms in the
for the rear suspension has Tyren: 145 Shcon Siea whole industry, which, be-

sxe .o Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed . . .
always been criticised be- gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile. ing so, just a little more
s 1 16 — 3 . . .
cause it was supposed to - s 60 m.p.h. attention to minor detail,
promote rolling, whereas 4.66 11 sec. a thing not in itself costly,
the Renault is most T i Lt S tudl sotisingiton: 2 sl would make an undoubted
notably free from roll at 6=volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 15 amps. at 30 m.p.h. difference in the opinion of

Weight : 38 cwt.

whatever speed a corner Price, with saloon body, £390.

may be negotiated. There

the British motorist, whose
standards of judgment are

is a certain slight hardness 32 FEET from SOM.PH. not exactly those of his
in the suspension, only Continental confrére in
noticeable on really rough © © : what are, admittedly,

roads at low speeds and

= minor matters.
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