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LIQCAR ROAD IESTS

The illustraiion above indicaies the size, in Jeel, of the 13.9 h.p. Renault Speed Model saloon.

139 h.p. RENAULT SPEED MODEL SALOON.

New Four-cylinder Model

HEN a firm with the long and varied experience
of Renault in producing all types of cars intro-
duces a new model with four cylinders, it is

obvious that the limit of the development possibilities
of this type of power unit has by no means been
reached. In fact, the recent appearance of other new
four-cylinder cars in this country goes to confirm the
point, and even to suggest a reaction in favour of the
simpler unit.

The Renault Primaquatre, as it is called in France,
has already been described ; the new car is on straight-
forward lines, embodying, naturally enough, features
which have come to be regarded as accepted Renault
practice, some of which are unlike the corresponding
details of other machines.

Several important departures have been made of late,
however, by the
famous French
concern. To start
with, the radiator
has been moved
from the traditional
position behind the
engine to the nor-
mal place at the
front, though the
bonnet retains the
familiar line, and
the change, from
without, would
scarcely be sus-
pected, there being
a form of stone-
guard, resembling
shutters, in front
of the radiator core
itself. Secondly,
unit construction of
engine and gear
box has now been

with a Good Performance.

adopted, and, mentioning the gear box, the positions
of the lever for the various gears have been altered so
that they conform with general practice, whereas pre-
viously the Renault was individual in this respect.

The four-cylinder engine pulls what is an extremely
high top gear ratio for a touring-type machine with but
four cylinders. Moreover, the engine is lively, and
pulls that ratio exceedingly well, the top-gear perform-
ance at relatively low speeds and on main-road slopes
suggesting the presence of six cylinders.

For comparatively slow running it is worth while
using the ignition advance and retard control, not be-
cause there is any sign of what is known as pinking
if the spark is left advanced during acceleration, but
because the engine feels smoother if the control is re-
tarded a fairly considerable amount, except at high
engine speed, there
being a wide range
of travel for the
control.

In traffic the car
handles well, and
the . acceleration,
especially if second
gear is employed
occasionally, is well
worth having. On
second gear 40
m.p.h. is possible,
and on this ratio
the car will climb
a long hill with a-
maximum gradient
of 1 in 8, which
cannot be rushed,
with three people
on board, the
speedometer read-
ing at the summit
being 35 m.p.h.
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“THE AUTOCAR”™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

The engine is at its best be-
tween 35 and 40 m.p.h. as a
normal cruising speed—a figure
favoured by the majority of
drivers ; much beyond that there
is a fair amount of noise and
some sympathetic vibration sets
up, apparently in the neighbour-
hood of the end of the steering
column. The actual maximum
is higher than the owner will
probably want to use normally,
so that for ordinary work there
is a good deal in reserve, and
the engine can be kept within
its most satisfactory range,
turning over relatively slowly on
the high ratio.

During the timed speed test a
head wind was blowing, and the

speedometer reading did not go above 62 m.p.h.; on
the road, however, in favourable conditions a reading
slightly above 70 can be obtained, so that in its class,

and with a saloon body, the car is decidedly fast.

The steering is light, and no wheel flap is notice-
able, nor is road shock transmitted to the steering wheel.
Considering the absence of caster action, the sense of

direction is quite good.
The clutch pedal has a
fairly long travel, and the
action is light, the clutch
taking up the drive
smoothly, while the gear
change is relatively very
easy, with a considerable
pause in neutral in going
from second to top. The
indirect gears themselves
are not unduly noisy.
The pressure required
on the brake pedal is not
heavy, and the action is
certain and safe. The hand-
brake lever is very con-
venient, but some defect
in the ratchet on the car
tested prevented the lever
from being held at a point
sufficiently far back to

the smaller interior fi
this country is becoming -accustomed, the addition of
which to the Renault would undoubtedly help.

The instruments are grouped and indirectly lighted ;
they include a fuel gauge, but an engine thermometer
is not standard, while, apparently, it is a Renault prac-
tice not to provide an oil gauge. The engine starts easily
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keep the car stationary on
a hill, though actually the
brake is quite powerful.

At normal touring speeds
the car is comfortable and
steady; but for faster
work it seemed practically
certain that ‘the friction
shock-absorbers could do
more work in damping
out movement, particu-
larly on corners and for
the benefit of the back-
seat passengers.

The body is comfort-
able, and has plenty of

13.9 h.p., four cylinders, 75 X 120 mm., (2,120 c.c.).

Tax £14.
Wheelbase 8ft. 8}in., track 4ft. 3}in.

Overall length 12ft., width 5ft. 4in.. height 5ft. 11in.
Tyres: 4.75 . 19in. on detachable steel disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from
g:-r ratios, steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

1.7 to 1
78 to 1
39t 1

Turning circle: 31ft. 4in.

7% sec.
13 sec:

room everywhere for four
people, while there is a reason-
able amount of space for three
persons of normal size on the
back seat. The upholstery looks
durable, while the separate front
seats are adjustable simply
enough by the use of a spanner.
All four doors can be locked ;
particular trouble has been
taken in the matter of stops to
prevent the doors from rattling.
There is a roof lamp, and arm-
rests are provided at the sides
of the rear seat. The wind-
screen opens only sufficiently for
ventilation, and has a suction
‘wiper. /
As to general detail, there is
a noticeable absence of some of
ttings to which the car owner in

at all times, the oil con-
sumption is low, and the
essential engine auxiliaries
are accessibly arranged.

The fuel tank is in the
scuttle, but a stout metal
bulkhead shuts off the
tank from the engine;
the position of the filler
cap is unusual and not too
convenient, in that it is
beneath a ventilator in the
top of the scuttle.

The dynamo gives an
exceptionally high output,
which shows no falling-off
at even 50 m.p.h. The
head lamps have an ex-
tremely powerful beam,
which makes fast work
pleasant and safe. The
dimming device is effective.

Wire wheels were fitted
to the car tested, and cost
£8 15s. extra.

The idea behind this car

over“:m is that it is a relatively
light machine, with plenty
59.21 m.p.h.

Tank capacity 7 gallons, fuel consumption 30 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 16 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 23 cwt.
Price, with saloon body, £199.

57 FEET f-am SOMPH.

s

of power, to have a per-
formance of an order not
previously associated with
the smaller Renault
models, for which reason
the car is termed the speed
model. It has been desired
also to keep the price low,
to which end the equip-

ment has been simplified.
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