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Phenomenal Acceleration and Top Gear Abilities : High Averages with Consummate Ease

HE Railton-Terraplane is a most interesting car, not
only to those who are enthusiastic on the subject
of motoring but to the ordinary man who, while

being a motorist, is not really interested in the technical
side of the subject.

It may sound a great deal to say, but it is nevertheless
true, that the machine is in one sense very near indeed
to the ideal of motoring. That this is so is due to the
fact that the car is very much lighter than would be the
corresponding chassis of a
strictly European car, while
the engine is not developed
to give anything like the
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RAILTON-TERRAPLANE OPEN TOURER

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

ful life could be scheduled not to exceed, say, four years.

Now the Railton-Terraplane differs from ‘its American
ceusin only in being brought up to the standard required
by British drivers as regards stability when cornering
fast, and in external appearance, and outwardly it does
not seem to be in the least of American origin. The first
part of this formula needs some care, since the more
effective shock absorbers we generally need here make the
springs harder, and the harder the springs are the heavier
the frame must be, Simi-
larly, the very big, ex-
tremely powerful European
brakes cannot be used with-

> 28.8 h.p., eight cylinders, 76 x 114 mm., (4,168 c.c.)., Tax 229,
maximum power that could, Tyres: 16 x 6.28in. on bolt-on wire .:’hoof-. LA e
3 H 211 e—rear Acceleration from s speed. i lpeod
if necessary, be obtained axle gear 10 to 30 20 to 40 30 to 50 over
from cylinders of the same ratios. m.p.h. m.p.h. m.p.h. 1 mile.
capacity 10 to 1 23 sec. — —

X 2 6.6 to 1 3 sec. 3t sec. 4 sec.
The idea, of course, is as 41t1 4§ sec. 5} sec. 5 sec. 88.24 m.p.h.

old as motoring, and is, in
a sense, the basic principle
underlying the construction
of all cars built for perform-
ance, including racing
machines; but to achieve

Acceleration from rest through the gears to 50 m.p.h., 7} sec.

Acceleration from rest through the gears to 60 m.p.h., 9} sec.

Speed up Brooklands Test Il from rest (1 in 5 average
gradient), 26.69 m.p.h,

Acceleration up 15 yards of 1 in 5 gradient from rest, 2§ sec.

?T“pmd"tl; is‘gm.u' fuel tion 18 ( )
'ank caj ons, consumption 18 m.p.g. (approx.).

6-volt lighting set cuts in at 6 m.p.h., 18 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

out making the axle, springs
and frame capable of stand-
ing the enormous torque
such brakes exert. But
that is enough to show why
the Railton-Terraplane is
quite different in character
from most cars, and the re-
mainder of the technical
side is not of great interest,
since the car does not suit

% Y o Weight : 21 cwt. 2 gqr. 18 Ib.
the desired end in a machine

sold in the ordinary way

-

Price, with open tourer body, £535.
Chassis described in *“ The Auiocar’ uly 141k,
(¢ of July 14th, 1933.)

best those who are, as it
were, pernickety about the

needs more than a little

layout and finish of details.

strength of mind on the part of the
manufacturer, and, incidentally,
more than a little common sense on
the part of the user.

Outwardly, the character of the
car is shown, in the chassis at all
events, by the fact that the gear box
and transmission do not seem in pro-
portion to the engine, and would, in
fact, be associated with a much
smaller engine, but, and this is fortu-
nate, if the car can be made to do all
its work on top gear the stress taken
through the transmission becomes
less, and, the thing being the reverse
of a vicious circle, the transmission
can be made very light because it is
not so highly stressed. The problem
is complicated by the question of

The great point of the car itself
is the consummate ease with which
it travels and can be controlled on
top gear with, and this is important,
“ no sign whatever of mechanical fuss

or noise, and, added to that, the car
has tremendous powers of accelera-
tion - which are far more valuable
than a high maximum, because in
modern traffic conditions to clip
three seconds from the time taken
to reach fifty allows a higher aver-
age than the mere possession of a
maximum of ninety without those
powers of acceleration, and, be it
) noted, a much safer and more
1]l pleasant average.

In a run of over 1,000 miles,
partly in this countrv and partly

durability—the question as to
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POSITIONS of the VARIOUS CONTROLS

abroad, the value of this performance

whether very many cars are not was strongly emphasised by the fact
made to last much lenger than they 28 FEET ¥ that after over forty-eight hours of
need, and, in fact, whether they —amsoNMrn > |. driving the crew were remarkably
might not be better cars if their use- (Please turn to page 196.)
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