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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)
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The illustration above indicales the size, in feet, of the 10 h.p. Peugeot saloon

No. 632 (=¥*.—10 h.p. PEUGEOT SALOON

Strong, Smooth Pulling Powers of the Engine and Excellent Brakes

HEN it first appeared, some eighteen months

ago, the 10 h.p. four-cylinder Peugeot at once

created a good impression, principally on ac-
count of the pulling power of the engine, the case of
handling, and the remarkable efficiency of the brakes.
The latest de luxe model, now tested, is all the better
because the detail work of the body is more closely in
keeping with ideas in this country, whereas the details
of the earlier car were not so acceptable to the average
owner here. :

First and foremost, the engine is most willing, and it
is excellent that it will accelerate the whole way up
an average main road slope in top gear so as to suggest
a six rather than a four. Top is a low ratio, but the
occupants of the car are not normally conscious that
the engine is turning over fast for a given road
speed, since the engine is smooth and quiet for its
tvpe.

An easy cruising speed is 40 m.p.h., the engine is
not unduly harsh towards the maximum, and the
average on a long run can be good without there being
any suggestion of driving the machine beyond its
normal capabilities, in fact, on a given long jour-
ney the Peugeot will oc-
cupy very little more time
than another car with an
appreciably higher maxi-
mum.

Second gear, again, is
low, but on this ratio it is
possible to obtain a speedo-
meter reading of 40 m.p.h.,
with 30 as a normal figure,
while on first, a ratio of
the emergency order, a
reading of 18 m.p.h. is
possible ; and from a stand-
ing start the test hill, with
its maximum of 1 in 4, was
climbed at 14 m.p.h. On
this gear, too, the car will
pull, with power in hand,
up a steep, rough-surfaced
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hill of the type rafely encountered in ordinary touring.
The gear lever is convenient and the change is nol
at all difficult when once it is remembered that, in chang-
ing down, the ratio to be engaged is relatively low, and
in changing up the gap is correspondingly wide. It
requires some practice to make the clutch take up the
drive entirely without snatch, though the pedal action
is not at all heavy.

There can be no doubt that the brakes are exceptional ;
the test figure is out of the ordinary, not only among
cars of a similar size to the Peugeot, but among very
much bigger machines costing a great deal more. In
addition, not much pressure is required on the pedal, and
applying the brakes to the maximum effect does not
cause the car to swerve from the straight, nor does the
driver feel any pull upon the steering. The value of a
set of brakes such as these cannot easily be over-esti-
mated. The hand brake, for which the control could be
a shade closer to the driver, was useful but would not
hold the car with certainty in reverse on a 1 in 4 gra-
dient, though it would do so with the car descending
the hill normally.

The steering is firm and pleasantly definite, with a
nice thin-rim spring-spoked
wheel. There is no caster
effect, and the action is
satisfactorily light. No
road shock is transmitted
through the steering wheel.

There is scarcely a trace
of side sway or roll on
corners, which, in view of
the single transverse spring
which is part of the design
at the front of the car,
shows that the friction
shock absorbers are set to
do a good deal of work,
the quarter-elliptic springs
at the rear also being
backed by similar shock
absorbers ; the amount of
direct movement notiged
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued)

by the passengers is small, and
the comfort is good for a car of

It is interesting that the com-
fort afforded by the back seat,
as compared with the front seat,

is greater than is usually the
case, while there is enough space
for four people in the car with- \ =l
out restriction as to leg room. el
The upholstery is Continental in dp

style, but none the less good
on that account, and the single-
piece front seat is adjustable —
simply enough when the cushion S
has been lifted up. -
Each of the four doors can be
locked, and in each is a wide
pocket ; it is possible for one of :
the doors on either side to swing back so that the
handle touches that of the closed door, but the ad-
vantage of this arrangement is stressed in that the
maximum width for getting in and out is provided.
The general interior finish is plain but neat and service-
able ; there is a roof lamp, the four side windows wind
up and down, though a control for raising and lower-
the rear blind from the driving seat is not fitted.
The instruments are
grouped and lighted ade-
quately at night by a
direct lamp. A fuel gauge
is provided, which, to-
gether with the oil-pressure
gauge, is calibrated in

THROTTLE

the owner would not take
long to become accus-
tomed, while a clock is
fitted above the wind-
screen, alongside the in-
terior driving mirror, an
engine thermometer not

metric markings, to which = -
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floorboards, and the tools are
very convenient in a special tray
in the luggage box. This locker
is really capacious, is fitted com-
plete with two big suit-cases,
and can be locked.

External equipment includes
bumpers fore and aft and a
b— waterproof cover for the spare
o wheel, while the bright parts
are chromium plated. Exterior
finish is good ; incidentally, disc
wheels can be supplied as an
alternative. In fact, the car as
a whole has a neat, compact
| appearance which is pleasing.

A first impression is that the
engine could be tidier in detail,
but actually all the components
are accessible. The engine starts easily, and the oil
consumption was very low indeed, the oil filler and
dipstick being convenient, as also the filler for the
scuttle fuel tank. It seems probable that slightly less
powerful springs could be used for the bonnet clips
without permitting rattle, thus making clipping up the
bonnet an easier matter. ;

The head lights give an extremely good beam, and

5 the control on the steering
wheel for all the lamps,

including the effective dim.-

ming device, works well.
* With all lights on, includ-

ing the illumination for the
instruments, the current
output from the dynamo
balances the consumption
at normal speeds.

As to maintenance, the
brake adjustments, both
back and front, are
reached more easily than
is generally the case, while
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GEAR LEVER:

being standardised. The
screen opens only slightly
for ventilation purposes ; it
has safety glass of a par-
ticularly clear type, and is
fitted with an extremely
good suction wiper with
two blades, the paths of
travel of which overlap, so
that a large area of glass
is kept clear.

At either side of the in-
strument board is a deep
cubby hole, and there are
two more pockets in the
scuttle sides, as well as a
roof net, therefore the
carrying of small articles
has been properly studied.

The battery, divided
into two six-volt sections,
is easily reached beneath
trap-doors in the front
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GEAR  STARTER ACCELERATOR
LEVER SWITCH PEDAL

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
9.8 h.p., four cylinders, 63:<90 mm. (1,122 c.c.).
Tax £10.
Wheelbase 8ft. O}in., track 3ft. 9}in.
Overall length 12ft. 6in., width 4ft. 5}in., height 5ft. 6in.
Tyres: 12«45 on d hable wire wheel

LEVER

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from ed speed.
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
21.95to 1 —_
11.76 to 1 9 sec.
6.25 to 1 15 sec. 57.32 m.p.h.

Turning circle: 35ft.
Tank capacity 6 gallons; fuel consumption 35 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h,

Weight: 18 cwt. 3 gr. 5 Ib.
Price, with de luxe saloon body, £225.

< 29FEET from S3OMPH.

the various points which
require attention from the
grease gun seem, on the
whole, to be arranged
sensibly.

Certainly this Peugeot
maintains the good impres-
sion the type originally
created, while the effect of -
the recent improvements is
pleasing from the stand-
point of the motorist in
this country, besides which
increased power has been
obtained from the engine.

It may be mentioned
that there is an ordinary
saloon offered at £195, of
which the equipment and
upholstery are less
elaborate, though mechani-
cally the two models are
identical,
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