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Road Tests Showing Principal Characieristics
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THE PACKARD STRAIGHT-EIGHT SALOON

XCELLENCE of workmanship
and finish, a refined road per-
formance and dignity of appearance
are qualities which have for long
been associated with Packard cars;
they are all faithfully reproduced in
the latest (1931) model of this
make, which we recently tested on
the road and at Brooklands Track.
Any sensitive driver has only to
handle this car for a few miles in
order to appreciate the fact that it
is built with great care for detail
by engineers of long experience; in
other words, it possesses indi-
viduality and charm,

It is interesting to mnotice, in
passing, that in common with other
world-famous automobile manufac-
turers, the builders of Packard cars
are prominent in the aircraft field.
As was reported in The Motor at
the time, they recently produced the
most advanced type of Diesel en-
gine yet built for aireraft, this
being a nine-cylinder radial design
of extreme lightness and novel
construction.

CAR TESTED: Packard “ Model 833"
Club saloon, price £950; wire
wheels extra.

ENGINE : Eight cylinders, side-by-side

. valves, coil ignition. éon, 81 mm.;
stroke, 127 mm.; capacity, 5,342
c.c.; tax, £33,

TRANSMISSION : Four-forward speed
gearbox with central control; open
ﬂﬁpcllcr shaft, hypo(d-bmi al

ve.

SPEEDS ON GEARS: Top (4'38 to 16)'
75 m.p.h.; Third (573 to 1), 64
m.p.h.; engine not fully run in when
tested. First and second speed
ratios, 8'83 to 1 and 150 to 1
respectively. d

PETROL SYSTEM: 20-gallon rear
tank; consumption, 12-14 m.p.g.
approx. . p

BRAKES : On all four wheels; Bendix-
Perrot three-shoe servo type.

DIMENSIONS : Wheelbase, 11 {t. 2}ins.;
track, t. 8 ins.; overall length,
16 ft. 3 ins.; width, 6 ft. 0 in.

TURNING CIRCLES: Left and right,
44 ft. diameter.

WEIGHT: As tested, with two up,
43 cwt.

LEONARD WILLIAMS and Co., Ltd.,

Great West Road, Middlesex,
and 198 Piccadll}y, London, W. 1.

(Top) The ‘‘Model
833" saloon tested
has a handsome and
dignificd appearance.
(Above) An off-side
view of the big
straight-eight engine
showing the interest-
ing design of the
manifolds, ‘(Right)
" Avrear view; there is
a luggage platform
with rails in addition
to the folding grid.

Reverting to the car, the type
tested is a straight-eight of 32.5 h.p.,
known as the “ Model 833.” The
engine capacity is slightly less than
5% litres and the chassis is available
in two wheelbase lengths of which
model 833 is the longer. Another
type, known as model 826, is of the
same specification but for its shorter
length. d

The performance of the Packard
engine represents a congiderable
achievement in the direction of
making power units unobtrusive.
It runs with perfect smoothness

throughout the range of revolutions .

and is also extremely quiet; natur-

A Hi gh Grade
American Car with a
Refined Performance

and Excellent Brakes

ally, the power -reserve is consider-
able, so that 60 m.p.h. is a pleasant,
quiet, half-throttle cruising speed on
this car.

The acceleration and maximum.
speed recorded in our graphs—
good as they are—could probably be
improved upon by a car that had
covered a greater mileage. The
model tested was practically new,
having covered only 250 miles since
it arrived in England. Neverthe-
less, it will be seen that 50 m.p.h.
was reached in 20 secs. and 60
m.p.h. in half a minute, starting in
each case from a steady-speed of
10 m.p.h, in top gear. 9
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A four-speed gearbox is fitted in
which reverse, together with the
second, third and fourth speeds
(forward) are arranged in the posi-
tions normally used for a three-speed
car, The first speed forward is
regarded as an emergency gear and
is obtained by depressing a catch
and moving the lever into a separate
slot in the gate. With so large an
engine this ratio is scarcely ever
required,

Well-chosen Gear Ratios.

The gear ratios have been well
chosen, the third speed, for example,
being very useful for climbing a stiff
hill or for a sharp burst of accelera-
tion after a check; the maximum
speed reached on this gear was about
53 m.p.h. Gear changing is a very
simple operation, it being only neces-
sary to approximate to the right
engine speed in order to get a clean
and quiet meshing of the gears. As
usual, the speedometer was carefully
checked at various speeds and was
found to be accurate.

Main-road hills naturally make
but little difference to the rate of
progress of a car of this type, so that
a good average speed can be set up
over long distances. The steepest
gradient which we were able to try
was one of about 1 in 6} in a by-
road with a very rough surface; this
was climbed in an effortless fashion
at 20-25 m.p.h. on third speed and,
although no passengers were carried
utnou

box almost superfluous, and the
brakes are more than ordinarily
efficient. The makers adhere to the
original Bendix-Perrot three-shoe
design with a straightforward
operating ‘gear that they have de-

Whe spare wheel is held against a rigid
bracket by a clamp and a nut; the latter
is enclosed by a lock-up plug.

veloped carefully to give the best
results, g

We found, for example, that the
car could be stopped in 66 ft. from
40 m.p.h., using quite a moderate
pedal pressure, and that retardation
was always smooth and progressive.

(Left and below)
: The excellent accele-

ration and braking

figures obtained.

tiating sharp corners in narrow city
streets,

The suspension consists of semi-
elliptic springs checked by hydraulic
shock absorbers, and gives comfort-
able riding without bouncing. The
steadiness of the car on corners is
another good feature.

A Smart Body.

The chassis tested carries a body
which is one of the range of stan-
dard types available, this being a
four-door, four-window Club saloon
of smart design and roomy interior.
The facia panel is by no means
ornate, but is neat and attractive
and has the further merit of making
the dials easy to see. The steering
column and the front seat can both
be adjusted. The windscreen is
fitted with a wiper with two arms
which cleans the whole surface of
the glass most efficiently. The gear
lever is centrally placed and the
hand-brake lever is located on the
right sufficiently far forward to
clear the door.

A Roomy Body.

Thanks to the fairly long wheel-
base (11 ft. 24 ins.) the roomy five-
seater body carries all the passen-
gers well within the wheelbase and
leaves a platform (fitted with
plated rails) available for. luggage
at the back. This is additional to
the space available on the folding
grid. ,

An examination of the chassis and
bodywork shows the finish to be
excellent throughout, and there are

" many individual features of merit,

such as the quickly detachable clip

% P’ used for the caps of the radiator
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(Left) The dimen-

I five-seater Club

in the rear compartment, no wheol-
spin was experienced.

In crowded city streets the ecar is
of that restful type which is no
trouble to drive. The steering is
light, the wheel nicely positioned,
top-zlzgar flexibility makes the gear-
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saloon body,

Another point conducive to ease of
handling in traffic is the excellent
steering lock provided, which enables
this fairly long car to be turned in
a circle of 44 ft. diameter. Conse-
quently no difficulty is experienced
when parking the car or when nego-
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and the rear tank. The engine is
provided with an interesting induc-
tion system which certainly gives
very good results, and the final drive
is by hypoid bevels, which are
inaudible both when driving and on
the over-run. The indirect gears also
operate quietly.

Summing up, the Packard is a car
which is decidedly out of the ordi-
nary. At the price of £950 the
model tested is one which should
appeal to many people who require
something rather special in the way
of performance and workmanship,



