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A Fine Chassis with a Smooth, Powerful Straight-eight Engine and a
Very Creditable Performance.

ACKARD has been a name famous in the American
P motor industry ever since that industry began, and

there is something about a Packard car—as it were
a personality, if a machine can have such a thing—
which brings it on to a rather different plane from the
normal, mass-produced American machine that makes
its claim chiefly because it is wonderful value for
money.

Not that the Packard is expensive; it is, indeed, in-
expensive regarded as a large, luxurious town carriage
and touring car combined. But it is not on the score
of cost that the machine makes its chief appeal in this
country. The straight eight 32.5 h.p. model has,
perhaps naturally, in full measure

mains smooth, surprisingly so, in fact, in view of the
maxima on the gears. There is ample acceleration
available without there being any trickiness in the
throttle opening, chiefly because of a pump type car-
buretter, and from something like five miles an hour
the car will accelerate immediately and evenly if the
driver suddenly opens the throttle to its fullest extent.
Right up at the maximum speed on top it is possible
to hear the fan, and when the engine is accelerating
there is a certain carburetter hiss, but neither of these
factors is exaggerated, and the power unit as a whole
is quiet.

As is almost invariably the case- with the American
car, the clutch is very near the

that ability to accomplish the
whole of its work on top gear
which is so much desired to-day.
It can be manceuvred at extra-
ordinarily low speeds, accelerated
and handled generally in traffic
without any real thought of the
gear change; first or second, ac-
cording to the driver's whim, is
used merely for starting, and on
the open road the big car has the
power of travelling right up to a
high speed without fuss, without
suggestion that the engine is

ideal, which incidentally suggests
that it is time that the same could
be said of European clutches as
a whole.

The brakes are good, but not
as exceptionally powerful as the
presence of servo shoes in each
of the four brake drums would
lead one to expect. The front
brake adjustment is accessible,
but there seems no reason at all
why a suitable wing nut should
not replace the hexagon nut
adopted as standard, and the

doing too much work, without
harshness, yet with plenty still
in reserve.

At the very highest speed the
machine can attain the engine re-

wing nut is unquestionably easier
to move.

There seems to be some differ-
ence of ideas between Europe
and the United States on the
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question of brake adjust-
ments generally, and pre-
sumably the designers of
American cars intend that
brake adjustments shall be
solely a matter for the ser-
vice station. In this car,
for example, the rear
brake adjustment is cer-
tainly not as accessible as
it should be, nor is the
brake adjustment as a
whole in its simplest form.
The hand brake lever—
which is on the right-hand
side—operates the rear
wheel shoes, is effective
and is properly placed.

The suspension is good,
more of what one might
term town carriage type
than anything else, since
it allows a certain amount
of deliberate up-and-down
swing, and is the better
for -possessing hydraulic,
double-acting shock ab-
sorbers, even if the ad-
justment is not as easy
as it could be.

Control.

The steering is light,
low-geared, and allows the
car to be manceuvred
without difficulty in a par-
ticularly confined space.
There is no real suggestion
of “ wandering *’ at high
speed on the road, even
where the camber of that
road is noticeably steep,
but, on the other hand,
there is no effective caster.

The general finish of the
machine is very good in-
deed ; the engine, in fact,
conforms to European
standards in this respect,
and there is a certain tidi-
ness about the detail,
which is good and well
worth having. The instru-
ment board is very
cleverly made to résemble
finely grained wood, the
instruments  are. - neat
though they are separate,
and all are indirectly
lighted. The speedometer

has a trip dial, the contents of the main fuel tank are
shown by a gauge in front of the driver, and there is

a good clock.

As to chassis details, the new oil gauge for the sump
is neat and well placed, the filler larger and more con-
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

STRANGLER  ENGINE

IGNITION

SWITCH

A
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(&) / ﬁ LEVER Sl 0
ACCELERATOR 7 GEAR LEVER

PEDAL | 3 POSITIONS

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
32.5 h.p., eight cylinders, 81 = 127mm. (5,342 c.c.).
Tax £33.
Wheelbase 10ft. 6in., track 4ft. Sin.
Overall length 15ft. 9in., width 3ft. 9in., height 6ft. 2in.
Tyres: 32 - 6in. on cCetachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.2|>.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
1 —
7.52 38 53 sec.
4.38 70 9 sec.

Turning ¢ircle: 43ft. 2in.
Tank capacity 18 gallons, fuel consumption 14 m.p.g.

6-volt lighting set.
Weight: 37 cwt. 1 gr. 13 Ib.
Price, with saloon body, £795.

==y, 25 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ‘i

August 2nd, 1929,

venient than usual. There
is a thermostat restricting
the flow of water round
the cylinder jackets, in ad-
dition to the one operating
shutters on the radiator,
and-last, but not by any
means least, there is a
single-shot  system  of
chassis lubrication which
not only saves the owner
an immense amount of
work, but makes it un-
necessary for him to
undertake those decidedly
messy little jobs which
are always part of the
operation of chassis lubri-
cation.

Regarding the body,
the front single - piece
screen opens wide, and in
the scuttle there is a large
ventilator, the knobbed
control for which should
be placed somewhere else.

Contours.

The front seat is not
adjustable, which seems
curious nowadays, and is
still of that upright type
which makes one believe
that the American driver
must ‘be built on rather
different lines from his
European confrére. The
upholstery is very comfort-
able, and the back seat
has plenty of leg room.

All the side windows can
be lowered, all four doors
have locks, and the body
as a whole is undoubtedly
substantial. It  would
amply repay the Packard
staff to consider the advis-
ability of providing, as
they easily could do by a
few touches, coachwork
more nearly approximat-
ing the European ideal.
There is nothing really the
matter with the body as a
body, but the ideas of one
people are not those of
another, and the Packard
is a good enough chassis
to deserve first - class
coachwork of our own

type for this country. Little things like an arm-rest for
the rear seat, a rear window-blind that can be lowered
from the driving seat, a little more room in the driving
compartment, a seat adjustment, and something more
nearly approaching modern lines would appeal.
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