February 28th, 1930.

“THE AUTOCAR’

ROAD TESTS
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STRAIGHT EIGHT NASH SALOON
Big Car Which is Easy to Control. Extraordinary Top Gear Capabilities.

The illustration above indicates the size of the Nash saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

UCH is heard, with
every justification,
of the fascination
of the small car. As its
almost exact opposite, yet
certainly equally fascinat-
ing, stands what the big-
engined machine, such as
the new twin-ignition
straight eight Nash, is able
to offer in the way of
effortless cruising at a
relatively high speed and
unusual comfort for as
many as seven occupants.
The biggest Nash, too, is
interesting in that in this
country it is comparatively
expensive as American
cars go, yet size for size,
and bearing in mind the
really beautiful and roomy
body, the value is as cer-
tain as with the lower-
priced transatlantic car.
The saloon on the long
wheelbase chassis, which
was the type tested, is
definitely a big car, but it
handles extremely well.
The steering is low geared,
so that a driver has to
busy himself in turning the
car round, very little
actual effort indeed being
required. No suggestion
of wheel flap or wobble
arises at any time, while in

POSITIONS
DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

33.8 h.p., eight cylinders, 82.5:(114.3 mm. (4,934 c.c.).
Tax £34.

Wheelbase 11ft. 1in., track 4ft. 9}in.

Overall length 16ft. 6in., width 6ft. 2in., height 6ft,
Tyres: 31:6.50in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h, over } mile,
14.25 -
7.75 41sec. 72.58 m.p.h.
4.5 7} sec.

Turning circle 48ft. 2

Tank capacity 15.8 gallons; fuel consumption 12-14 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 8 m.p.h,, 16 amps. at 25 m.p.h.
Weight: 38} cwt.

Price, with saloon body, £845.
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spite of the low ratio the
steering is definite in that
the car can be placed ac-
curately on the road, and
it possesses caster action,
with consequent sense of
direction, the wheel itself
being just the right shape
and beautifully finished.

The clutch is typically
smooth and the pedal,
with a comparatively long
travel, is light in action.
The throttle is  of the
treadle type on which the
whole foot is rested, as on
previous cars of this
make ; little movement of
it produces a relatively
big effect, and it was set,
as a personal preference,
so as to require fairly con-
siderable pressure.

The engine is extra-
ordinarily good, smooth
right through its range and
extremely quiet,
mechanical sounds  in-
creasing with the speed to
a much lesser extent than
might be expected. Al-
though top gear is rela-
tively high, it is un-
doubtedly possible to run
at 3 m.p.h. on that ratio,
if not actually more
slowly, no skill being
called for other than
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simple retarding of
the ignition, it being
perfectly feasible to
employ top alone
in thick traffic,
using the clutch in-
telligently but not
slipping it, the ig-
nition control being
needed in accelerat-
ing from low speed.
Obviously the ac-
celeration is some-
thing out of the
ordinary.

After starting on
first gear and
changing  straight
into top almost as
soon as the car has
moved off, the oc-
casions when a
change of gear is
demanded are very
rare indeed, the great majority of main road hills being
taken fast in the car’s stride. The driver has to be pre-
pared for nothing more than a change down to second,
on which the car climbed with case a long and notori-
ous gradient genuinely as steep as 1 in 5, and it is obvi-
ous that first gear can be regarded as a real emergency
provision, all the changes, both up and down, being
typically straightforward.

Above all, the machine seems scarcely to be working
at all between 30 and 55 m.p.h., and it will run with
barely a sound at a cruising speed which can be as high
as 60 m.p.h., the timed average showing that the upper
end of the range is outside ordinary requirements, thus
indicating a reserve of power which is more than worth
having. The maximum speed on top is in the neighbour-
hood of 80 m.p.h., speedometer readings of 45 m.p.h.
on second and 20 m.p.h. on first being reached com-
fortably. Even on a long fast run the engine kept
cool, the oil consumption seemed to be negligible, and
the water level in the radiator did not vary.

On a very long journey an extremely creditable aver-
age can be put up without necessarily using anything
like the maximum, and such r——
journeys do not tire the driver
or the other occupants, for the
car holds the road remarkably
well, even when lightly
loaded ; there is unusually
little body roll on bends, and
the springing, backed by
double-acting hydraulic shock
absorbers, is extraordinarily
good. The comfortable driv-
ing position helps matters, the
front seat being adjustable fore
and aft while occupied, it
being possible also to varv the
angle of the steering column.

The brakes are powerfol, in
fact, even more so than they
would appear to be on first
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acquaintance, but
require a good
deal of pressure
to obtain a rapid
stop, though when
properly adjusted
they do not pull to
either side, even
in violent braking,
while the hand
lever, which is well
placed to the right
of the driver, oper-
ates shoes on all
four wheels.

As regards ap-
pearance and ex-
ternal finish the
car is really im-
pressive and taste-
ful, the proportions
of the body being
particularly effec-
tive. The interior
upholstery and detail work are beautifully carried out,
there is a tremendous amount of leg room, and the back
seat carries three persons in comfort, with arm rests on
either side and a central rest which swings down when
required. Two occasional seats are particularly neat,
as well as comfortable, and when in use they do not
incommode the other back passengers.

The instrument panel is extremely decorative, yet
practical considerations have not been sacrificed. It in-
corporates a good fuel tank gauge and a sensitive water
temperature indicator, as well as an electric clock, the
indirect lighting being remarkably clear, yet free from
glare. The windscreen opens wide with a handle-type
control, and has a neat dual-blade suction wiper, which
is a good point ; there are two ventilators in the top of
the scuttle, and an effective non-dazzle mirror.

The head lamps, though the beams are flat topped,
are very much better than those of many transatlantic
cars, all the lamps being controlled from the steering
wheel. The current output from the dynamo balances
the consumption at about 40 m.p.h. with all lights and
auxiliaries and the two coils taking their requirements.

The general equipment,
naturally, is very complete,
including bumpers, a good
luggage grid, two spare
wheels securely mounted ; and,
for the engine, which is un-
usually neat, thermostatically
controlled radiator shutters, an
cil filter, and an air cleaner.

Various important chassis
bearings, including the clutch
thrust race, are lubricated by
a one-shot system, which is a
big boon, certain nipples being
dealt with by an oil gun, and
the springs are in metal gaiters.

A car with character, which
is extremely comfortable to
ride in and interesting to drive.
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