October 31st, 1930.

dhsflutze, <
<FHE AlTTOCARR"
ROAD TESTS

22-28 h.p. MINERVA LIMOUSINE
Very Comfortable, Most Commodious, Car of Impressive Appearance.

The illustration above indicales the size of the 22-28 h.p. Minerva limousine compared wilth a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

NE of the most interesting developments imagin-

able in connection with the old-established

Belgian firm of Minerva is that it has been pos-
sible, in the new 22-28 h.p. straight eight model, to
provide a really commodious car of fine appearance,
with all the traditional high finish associated with the
make, at a price never before approached for a Minerva
of this type and size.

First of all, the lines appeal very much indeed, for
the car as a whole is big, yet so perfectly proportioned
as not to give the slightest impression of unwieldiness—
in this respect the machine is outstanding for a produc-
tion with standardised coachwork. Secondly, although
the engine is not at
all over-big in rela-
tion to the accom- ...
modation offered, the
car has an extra-
ordinary ability to
tora wiall N L aiEt
unobtrusively when
required, in almost
complete silence save
for the sound of the
tyres and of the air
entering the car-
buretter.

The maximum,
which, after all, is
not the most im-
portant factor with a
car that more than
most is admirable as
a town carriage, is,
in fact, excellent,
and perhaps would
be unexpected in

view of the weight ; and right up to almost the limit the
engine is smooth and quiet—exceedingly so at a cruising
speed which can be as high as 50 m.p.h. Furthermore,
the engine gives no idea that it is working hard, and the
greater part of a day’s run in average country or in
town can be accomplished on top gear alone, though
the fact that readings of 35 and 65 m.p.h. can be reached
on second and third gears means that the steeper hills
can be climbed really usefully.

In addition, the car handles extremely well, has steer-
ing which is so light as to make manceuvring an easier
operation than with some much smaller cars, definite
caster action helping a great deal to make the car

pleasant to drive on
a winding road. The
clutch action is light,
too, and the clutch
itself very good in
taking up the drive,
and the gear change
handles admirably,
the car being started
normally on second
speed—a point which
is stressed because
first gear position is
placed outside the
normal range of the
invisible-type gate, a
trip resembling a re-
verse catch being
lifted before first can
be engaged. Third
is a silent ratio, and
very good indeed,
for which reason the
fact that second is

A ==

S =4

B 23

Shadhil

e



924

¢ THE

of normal type is emphasised.

Perhaps the most impressive
mechanical feature of all is the
brakes, which have for long
been exceptional on Minervas :
they bring the car down from
the highest speeds smoothly
and in such a way as to pro-
mote the utmost confidence in
the driver, and, furthermore,
they really stop the car over the
lowest range of speed from 20
m.p.h. to zero, which is the
more interesting since a vacuum
servo is employed, and with
such a device this effect is by no
means always noticeable in the
all-important lower range. The-
hand brake is intended chiefly

for_holding the car stationary. R

By virtue of the style of body the car is meant
chauffeur-driven most of the time,

to be

but the glass parti-

tion behind the driving seat is divided so that both
sections slide, and, a most important point, the suspen-
sion is such that the back seat is extremely comfortable
and free from road shock, a thing which, curiously
enough, does not always apply to this type of vehicle.

The driving compart-
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alight. The head lamps are
extremely powerful, and the
dimming device is effective, all
lights being controlled from the
centre of the steering wheel;
and at either side of the car is a
small green light, brought into
operation from a control on the
instrument board, which can
be used as a form of direction
indicator.

The back seat upholstery is
deep and most restful ; there are
spring arm-rests at the side, all
six side windows wind up and
down, and the four doors can
be locked. =~ When either rear
door is opened the roof lamp
comes on, and there is a separ-
ate switch as well, while the

driving compartment has an independent roof lamp.
Big pockets are provided in the rear doors, the com-
panion sets are obviously part of the design, and not
added as afterthoughts, and there is a telephone for
communication with the driver.

General finish is of the rather magnificent character

typical of the very best

Continental practice, which does

a great deal to make the

ment is upholstered in
leather, and the very wide

: ENGINE &
back seat and two folding STARTER
occasional seats are in SWITCH

beautifully soft cloth, and
there is ample room for
seven people. The occa-
sional seats are really com-
fortable, giving plenty of
leg room for their occu-
pants without interfering
at all with the passengers
on the main back seat,
and they are neat when
folded down.

The driving seat is not
adjustable, the single-

. ACCELERATOR
PEDAL

22-28 h.p. MINERVA LIMOUSINE.

DIRECTION  IGNITION
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LEVER
THROTTLE

LIGHTING
CONTROL.

3
panel windscreen opens STRANGLER
for ventilation purposes,
. g GEAR BRAKE GEAR LEVER
and it has a good suction LEVER LEVER POSITIONS 2 4

wiper, while there are big
ventilators in the scuttle
sides and another in the
top cf the scuttle. The
instruments are grouped
and include a fuel tank
gauge, but an engine
thermometer is not stand-
ardised, while an am-
meter is apparently not con-
sidered necessary, whichis
unusual. At either side of

the instruments is a deep

cubby hole, the dials are
illuminated indirectly, and
there is a tell-tale showing
whether the tail lamp is

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
22-28 h.p., eight cylinders, 75 : 112 mm. (3,962 c.c.).
Tax £28,
Wheelbase 12ft., track 4ft. 11in,
Overall length 17ft. 6in., width 6ft,, height 6ft.
Tyres: 32 < 6in. on detachable disc wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

ear r:tloll eteady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
6 0 T

9 to 1 6 sec.

6.25 to 1 8% sec.

475 to 1 11 sec. 72.00 m.p.h.

Turning circle 35ft.

Tank capacity 20 gallons, fuel consumption 16 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set.

Weight: 39 cwt.

Price, with limousine body, £950.
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car worth owning and
looking after carefully,
rather than being regarded
chiefly as a means of con-
veyance. Particularly is
this the case with ~the
engine, which is wonder-
fully neat and highly
finished in every detai%.

An interesting point is
the use of the lower por-
tion of the normal radiator
as an oil radiator, though
the circulation of the oil to
that section can be cut off
in cold weather. There
are a glass bowl fuel filter
and an external oil
cleaner, fuel feed being by
an electric pump, and a
thermostat opens and
closes the radiator shut-
ters automatically.

Bumpers are fitted fore
and aft and somehow do
not detract from the ap-
pearance; there are two
spare wheels, the bright
parts are chromium plated,
and at the back is a big
luggage box, in the top
portion of which the tool
kit is housed.

A very fine car indeed,
fully in keeping with the
best traditions of a famous
pioneer firm.
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