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No. 61.— M.G. MIDGET COUPE
Practicality, Smartness, Comfort and Snap ”’ Combined in a Unique Small Car.

The illustration above indicates the size of the M.G. M idget coupé compared with a 40-50 hp. Rolls-Royce.

ITH the capabilities of the M.G. Midget two-
seater most keen motorists must be already well
acquainted, because there has been abundant
demonstration in recent races and reliability trials. The
Midget coupé has precisely the same chassis, but, by
reason of considerably greater wind resistance due to
the closed body, and slightly increased weight, the
maximum speed is naturally curtailed. The attraction
of this model lies not so much in the maximum per-
formance possible as in the manner of doing it, and in
the comfort of the body. Actually, the performance is
as brisk as anyone could desire from a smart, small
coupé which is genuinely comfortable and economical.
Because of the
low build and the
good  distribution
of weight, the car
evinces an out-
standing feature—
sureness of road-
holding. Occu-
pants feel ex-
tremely safe at all
speeds of which the
car is capable. The
machine swings
merrily along with
a complete buoy-
ancy. There is
something cheerful
about its charac-
ter; it is willing,
and it seems to
have a bright out-
look on life, pos-
sibly the four cellu-
loid ‘‘ windowlets’

in the roof and the clear view forwards are responsible
for the impression.

When a driver first takes over the Midget coupé,
there are several points which come immediately to his
notice. The steering is admirably light, and has a
sense of finding its own way, so that the car merely
needs guiding rather than steering. There is plenty of
lock, and handling is light even on extreme curves,
whilst the automatic tendency to return to the straight
is just nicely balanced. All the foot controls are light,
and the pedals are spaced well apart.

To bring it within easy reach of the left hand the
gear lever is extended back in almost a horizontal posi-
tion, and the actual
gear change is
quite an easy one
to master as soon
as the driver has
become accustomed
to the movement
of the lever. On
second gear, inci-

dentally, the car
will reach just
over 40 m.p.h. It
appears that the

maximum can be
held almost indefi-
nitely without the
engine showing any
signs of distress, or
the car as a whole
getting over-hot.
The brakes are
smooth in action,
and do not show
any tendency to
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lock the wheels—a good thing,
in partlcular, on wet roads.
There is a great deal of in-
genuity in the conception of the
bodywork. For all that it is so
low—indeed, a person 5ft. 6in.
in height can easily see over the
top of the roof—the car does not
look in the least insignificant.
In fact, it is rather unusually
smart. There is a particularly
good view outwards, and a sur-
prising amount of room inside,
for the body is not only wide,
but the two doors are hollowed
out, as it were, opposite the
elbows of the occupants, so that
another 1in. or 2in. is avail-
able each side; also an elbow-
rest is provided. Very comfort-

able bucket seats are fitted, the passenger’s seat being
arranged to tilt forward on a hinge, so as to give access
to the back. Because the seat position is low, there is
plenty of head room, whilst the leg room is certainly
more than sufficient for a person of medium height.

 The front section of the roof is arranged to slide open,
and it is a rather special point that the peak of the

roof also moves back out

of the way, so that there [ = —

is only the top rail of the
windscreen left in position.
It is quaint to observe that
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two small children. Built into
the tail of the body is a large
luggage box, which has at the
back a lid hinged at the top and
carrying the spare wheel. But
the ~ luggage-carrying capacity
of the car as a whole is much
greater than would be afforded
merely by the box, for it is pos-
sible entirely to remove the
squab of the back seat and the
seat cushion, so that there is
then available an amazing hold-
ing capacity.

Both inside and out the finish
is very good. The instrument
board, for example, is in good
polished mahogany, has a
cubby-hole with a door at either
extremity, whilst the instru-

ments are recessed into a sunk panel lit at night by a
pair of shaded lamps.
can be worked by means of pull cords, and, besides the
elbow recesses in each door, there is a pocket of con-
The rear light, which has a blind, is of
considerable area, and there are also a roof ventilator
No running boards are provided, the

For convenience, the door locks

wings being of the close-
fitting type, but carried
by the body. To keep the
front edge of the rear wing
clean, an ingenious form

when qpeakmg to a police-
man it is easier to addre:s
him upwards through the
open roof than normally
through the window.

Each very wide door
has a double-panel sliding
window. Both panels
slide, and there is a pro-
vision for locking them in
position.  This arrange-
ment is perhaps the most
practical of all, inasmuch
as, by opening the front
panel, ventilation is ob-
tainable without draught,
whilst, by opening the
back panels, a strong cur-
rent of air can be induced.
With the roof open, and
the windows closed, venti-
lation on a hot day is se-
cured with a minimum of
draught ; whilst, by open-
ing the windows as well,
the equivalent almost of an
open touring car is ob-
tained.

Behind the front seats
there is sufficient space
within the body for a small
seat cushion and squab,
which would accommodate
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8 h.p., four cylinders, 57 x 83 mm. (847 c.c.).

Tax £8.

Wheelbase 6ft. 6in., track 3ft, 6in,

Overall length 9ft. 2}in., width 4ft. 2in,, height 4ft, 8in.
Tyres : 27 x 4in. on detachable wire wh

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from
gear ratios. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h.

Timed speed
over } mile.

8.96to 1 8 sec.
4.89to1 15 sec.
Turning circle 34ft,
Tank capacity 4} gallons; fuei consumption 35 m.p.g.
6-volt lighting set cuts in at 20 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 30 m.p.h.
Weight : 11} cwt,
Price, with coupé body, £245.

61.22 m.p.h.

of false wing is attached
to the edge of the door.

As regards mechanical
accessibility: When the
left side of the bonnet is
raised, the carburetter is
easy to get at. Under
the right side of the bonnet
are the dipstick and filler
for the engine, and also
the ignition distributor
and contact breaker.

So far as brake adjust-
ments are concerned, there
is an individual adjust-
ment to each shoe in the
form of a screw socket for
the cable casing. Be-
neath the front floorboards
is also a single turnbuckle,
which adjusts all four
brakes simultaneously.

In all, a remarkable
little car, fascinating both
to drive and to ride in. It
is every bit as practical as
it is ingenious, and it will
satisfy very many people
who want economy, but
require also a brisk per-
formance and really well-
finished, good-looking
coachwork.
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