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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

o/

No. 55.—11.9 h.p. LITTLE SCOTSMAN SALOON

New Small Car Incorporating Well-tried Components Gives Good Average
Performance.

The illustration above indicates the size of the 11.9 h.p. Little Scotsman saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

ROM a car of orthodox design in which well-tried
F components are used, a good average performance
may naturally be expected. That is precisely what
the Little Scotsman gives one. It has, however, other
claims to distinction, for it carries a saloon body of
quite good appearance, which possesses more than the
usual amount of comfort and room for a car of the
11.9 h.p. class, and it is fitted with a four-speed gear
box which is notably quiet when the indirects are in use.
The fabric body is of Krolite design, the frame hav-
ing a special type of joint which allows a certain
measure of flexibility. The body is, in fact, light in
weight and silent in use, there being a pleasing absence
of rattles, squeaks or drumming. It is of the four-
door, four-light type, the doors having an ample width.
Separate adjustable bucket-type front seats have adjust-
able squabs, which extend up high enough to give the
maximum degree of comfortable support to the
shoulders. The main seat also has a rear squab of
generous proportions, and both squab and cushion are
set at a suitable angle, so that even a long run should
induce no feeling of fatigue or strain. In both front
and rear compartments there is more than the  average
amount of head room. ;
As regards appearance, the
body sides are extended down
to the running boards, and the
waist line is emphasised by a
beading which runs down to the
bonnet hinge line at the front.
The distinctive radiator design,
incorporating a prominent badge
in place of the filler cap, which
is hidden beneath the bonnet,
strikes a novel note.

Since the driver’s seat is com-
fortable and adjustable, and the
controls are conveniently placed,
a driver strange to the car at
once feels at home in it. More-
over, the controls all operate
very easily and smoothly.
At first the position of the

gear lever seems a little unusual, as it projects sideways
from the floorboard, beneath the driver’s right leg, at a
considerable angle. The position of the knob of the
lever is, however, normal, and any feeling of strange-
ness soon disappears. A

The clutch is smooth in action, and the gear change
calls for the minimum amount of skill. Upward changes
are best made fairly quickly, and downward changes,
of course, by double-declutching. Useful speeds on
the indirect ratios are: 14 m.p.h. on first; 20 m.p.h. on
second ; and 30 m.p.h. on third, but these can be con-
siderably increased by pushing the engine to its maxi-
mum rate of revolution. The figures given are the
speedometer readings at which one would normally
change up. The quietness of the indirect gears is an
excellent feature. At all ordinary speeds the Meadows
engine remains quiet and reasonably smooth, but,
naturally, having only four cylinders, it gives an im-
pression that it is developing a useful amount of power
at fairly generous throttle openings. A comfortable
cruising speed of 40 m.p.h. can be kept up apparently
indefinitely, th® engine pulling smoothly and quietly,
and responding when a hill demands more power.
Whatever calls are made upon
the engine, the cooling system
seems quite adequate, and no
fumes or heat find a way into
the interior. In slightly favour-
able circumstances, a speedo-
meter reading of 60 m.p.h. on
top was easily attained.

Ordinary main road gradients
up to about 1 in 10 are within
the car’s top gear capabilities,
and a hill of 1 in 6} was sur-
mounted on second, the speedo-
meter reading never falling be-
low 18 m.p.h. Accordingly, a
good average speed may be put
up on a long run without the
necessity of indulging in bursts
of high speed. For its springing
the car deserves praise; even
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quite bad surfaces
do not give any im-
pression of road
shock, and do not
cause the occupants
any discomfort, while
there is but little
noticeable roll on
corners. With supple
springs, a certain
amount of roll seems
inevitable, but it is
by no means exces-
sive, or likely to
cause discomfort in
the case of the Little

Scotsman.
The steering is
another good fea-

ture; it is of cam
and lever type, is
finger - light, and
possesses  sufficient
self-centring action.

Above the spring-spoked wheel are carried the throttle
and ignition control levers, and the latter needed a
certain amount of intelligent use as the magneto on
the car tested was timed rather early. For slow run-

ning on top, it was neces-
sary to retard the ignition
considerably, but there
was then no difficulty in
accelerating without drop-
ping to a lower gear.

The four wheel brakes
are operated direct from
the pedal without the use
of a servo mechanism, and
a certain degree of force
has to be used to obtain
the maximum braking
effort, but on the whole-the
brakes are good, and such
as to engender a feeling of
confidence. ~ They are
smooth and progressive in
action, and do not in
themselves cause the car
to deviate from its course,
although the steering is so
light that in applying
maximum force to the
brake pedal the driver may
unconsciously turn the
steering wheel slightly.

Care has been taken to
ensure that the owner-
driver will find the task of
maintenance as little irk-
some as possible, Silent-
bloc rubber bushes being
used for the spring shackles
so that lubrication at those
points is not required. The

oil filler, dipstick, magneto, °

carburetter and electric
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fuel pump are all

119 h.p. LITTLE SCOTSMAN SALOON.
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
11.9 h.p., four cylinders, 69 x 100 mm. (1,496 c.c.).
Tax £12.
Wheelbase 9ft. 3in., track 4ft. 4in.
Overall length 12ft., width 5ft., height 6ft.
Tyres: 27 x 4.40in. on detachable wire wheels.

ration from Timed speed

gine—rear
gear ratios,

Accele:
steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over } mile.
18.06 to 1 S —_
11.3 to 1 8% sec. 58.06 m.p.h.
74 to1l 12 sec.
48 tol 16 sec.

Turning circle: Right 42ft., left 39ft.

|| Tank capacity 10 galions, fuel consumption 32 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 12 m.p.h., 10 amps. at 25 m.p.h.
Weight : 203 cwt.

Price, with fabric saloon body, £398.

57 FEET from 30 M.P.H. Jﬂ

readily accessible.
Incidentally, the
petrol tank is ar-
ranged to provide a
reserve supply of
two ons, and it -
holds sufficient fuel
for a run of 300
miles, a feature which
is likely to appeal
to the owner when
touring.
Regarding the
general finish of the
four-door saloon
body, it may be said
that it is above the
average for this type
of car. Care has been
taken, for example,
to exclude draughts,
not only round ' the
doors, but also

round the control levers, and the bags which are fitted
to enclose the lower parts of the hand-brake and gear
levers are well worth having.

The single-panel windscreen is also carefully fitted,

so as to be really water-
tight in wet weather,
while as it conforms to the
curvature of the scuttle it
gives the driver a very
clear view of the road
ahead. It can be opened
to a considerable extent if
desired. For ease of sig-
nalling in traffic the
driver’s window is divided
vertically and arranged to
slide, while the other three
windows are of winding
type and are operated by
the usual controls.

On the whole the Little
Scotsman is an attractive
example of the roomy,
comfortable, medium-sized
car for the family man
who desires a good average
performance, and it should
also call for the minimum
amount of attention in up-
keep. It has obviously
been designed with a con-
siderable amount of
thought for the needs of
the owner-driver, and with
a fuel consumption of
over 30 m.p.g. it should
not be an expensive car,
especially in view of its
roomy coachwork, for it
offers very comfortable
accommodation for four
full-size adults.
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