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“THE AUTOCAR™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

was on the ““ spongy '’ side and the brakes
themselves needed adjustment, the stopping
distance being taken on wet concrete. But
the hand brake, which is unorthodox for an
American car, because the lever is to the
right of the driver, is distinctly better than
usual.

There are some interesting details. The
radiator can be drained by a good, big tap—
its filler cap moves sideways before swing-
ing upwards on a hinge—and the tempera-
ture is adequately controlled by a thermo-
stat, so that the engine pulls almost at oncé
on a cold morning. Starting from cold is
particularly easy. The starting motor pinion is engaged
prior to the current being switched on to turn the engine,
an arrangement which, if it is not entirely quiet in opera-
tion, is at all events less irritating than the ordinary
crash action of a starting motor.

The front seat is not adjustable, but is 3ft. gin.
wide, being the same width as the rear seaf, and is
1ft. 4in. from the nearest pedal, the rear seat having
1ft. 10in. of leg room. The suspension, by the way,
is good and comfortable. The vacuum ‘windscreen
wiper is very effective, except. at full throttle, and is
unusually neat. The instrument board is decorative as
well as practical, contains a fuel tank contents indica-

tor, and is very well indirectly lighted with-
out the driver being dazzled. The oil-level
gauge is a trifle difficult to see behind the
carburetter, and the dynamo is very close to
the exhaust pipe, though it is stated that this
unit is specially constructed to withstand the
heat. Three of the doors have the very
ingenious locking catch which most trans-
atlantic cars now possess, the fourth door
being provided with an ordinary lock and
key. The spare wheel can be locked in
position, and the front screen moves out-
wards for ventilation purposes. There are
the usual air cleaner and oil purifier.
Possibly owing to the change, for this country, from
left- to right-hand control, some drivers would find the
pedals rather close together. It is conceivable that an
inexperienced driver might touch the throttle when
braking, but when once one becomes accustomed to the
machine this is easily overcome. Both the throttle
pedal and the throttle lever are ‘‘ high geared ’—that
is, very little movement has relatively big effect; to
obtain the best results this fact needs to be realised.
The six-volt lamps are more effective than usual, and
the dimming arrangement is useful in fog, all the lamps
being controlled from the centre of the steering wheel.
As a whole, a very good car for the money.

STRAIGHT EIGHT HILLMAN SALOON

A Car which is Likely to Make British Motoring History

OME cars have one, two, or perhaps three special
features. The straight eight Hillman differs by
possessing a whole list. It is the least expensive

straight eight car on the home market, it is British-de-
signed and British-built ; on the road it will stand com-
parisen with much higher-priced cars, its appearance
is a blend of up-to-dateness and of quiet good taste, and
it has all those little refinements of controls and equip-
ment which are dear to the heart of the experienced
motorist, and which smooth the way of the tyro.

One of the first impressions received is that the car
really has an eight-cylinder engine; it is remarkable
in respect of smoothness. Some eights do not strike one
in that way, but the Hillman does. There is power

with surprisingly little effort ; then the range of perform-
ance on top gear is very wide indeed. The flexibility
is difficult to describe, but none the less it is very
evident. Then acceleration from any steady speed,
such as 30, 40, or 50 m.p.h., is so very easy, the action
of pressing down the accelerator at once forces up the
speed. The figures given for acceleration speak for
themselves, but they cover only relatively low speeds
as used in traffic.

After reaching the foot of a straight hill of 1 in 10
gradient at 56 m.p.h. on top gear, we crested the
gradient at 36 m.p.h., representing a rushing climb ; on
approaching the foot of the hill in a leisurely way at
35 m.p.h. the speed at the top was 28 m.p.h. This
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strongly against the collar.

pulling in this fashion at extraordinarily low
speeds; for example, a gradient of 1 in 6
could be crested on third gear at something
under 6 m.p.h. The same hill, taken in a
more dashing manner, could be finished at
16 m.p.h. on third gear, or at about 23

m.p.h. on second.

As a passenger one feels that one is in a
large, roomy, and comfortable vehicle. As

a driver one has the feel-
ing of controlling a feather-
weight. This is partly be-
cause all three pedals
require about the same
pressure. The clutch
pedal needs very little
more effort ‘than the
accelerator, and the brake

pedal—the brakes are
operated through a
vacuum  servo-—necessi-

tates about the same degree
of exertion as does the
clutch.

Lightness and control-
lability are such that a
driver entirely strange to
the car was able to put up
just as good a perform-
ance on a I in 6 hill, in
the matter of speed and of
gear change, as another
driver entirely familiar
with it. The gear change
is excellent, the right-hand
lever moves very lightly
and the gears handle ex-
ceedingly easily. It is a
car on which one can
change from third to top
and from top to third at

30, 40, and very nearly -

50 m.p.h. without a sound,
except for the altered note
of the engine. This car is
a curious combination ; it
is an eight-cylinder with so
good a range on top that
the other gearsseem hardly

necessary, yet they are ready for a keen driver to use.

The engine is excellent as regards noise ; no mechani-
cal sounds are at all insistent.
essentially modern noise usually known as ‘‘ power
roar,”” noticeable at speeds over 50 m.p.h.
marked on this car, but if it were entirely eliminated
the Hillman would be right in the very front rank in
No roughness is noticeable. The
crankshaft is carried in five bearings. There was, how-
ever, a slight vibration period to be found at about

regard to silence.

“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

performance was marked by an elastic
smoothness, while the engine was pulling

It is capable of

rEVER R24
DATA FOR THE DR.VER.
20 h.p., eight cylinders, 63:< 105 mm. (2,620 c.c.).
Tax, £20.
‘Wheelbase 10ft. 0lin., track 4ft. Sin.
Overall length 14ft. 1}in., width 5ft. 8}in., height 5ft. 8!in.

‘Tyres : 29:5.5in. on detachab!e wire wheel:
Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios, (m.p.h.). (10-3Y m.p.h.).
21 —_ -
13.5 29 —
8.16 49 8 sec.
5.25 65 10 sec.

Tank capacity 12 gallons, fuel consumption 19 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set.

Weight ; 30 cwt. 3 qr.

Price, with safety saloon body, £485.

32 FEET FROM 25 MPH "

Brake Test Figure.

There is, however, that

It is not

in action.

64 m.p.h.; a crankshaft torsional-vibration
damper is fitted, and it is understood that a
slight alteration in its setting would elimi-
nate this feature. It is only fair to add that
the car itself was quite new and not com-
pletely run in.

Another good feature is the particularly
steady road holding, even over a really bad
series of potholes.
santly light, and geared just about right.
Some drivers might prefer a shade more
caster action, but this is a point upon which

The steering is plea-

opinion differs a good
deal.

The deep radiator is
fitted with neat shutters
automatically operated by
a thermostat in the cool-
ing system, so that the
temperature is maintained
correctly. Then the head
lamps are mounted high
and, together with the
wings, are supported by a
cross bar ; the lamps them-
selves are the latest Lucas
Biflex type, the wings
are shapely, very stiffly
supported, and their outer
edges are carried well
down. The side lamps,
too, are large. Running
along the sides of the car
are  stepboards  which
curve upwards on the
inner edge to meet the
bottom of the body, thus
eliminating any form of
valance.

The battery is divided
into two portions, one
section being carried on
each side on the running
boards. The car tried was
a Safety saloon, which has
a very smart four-door
six-light metal body. The
spare wheel is carried at
the back, and beyond it
are a luggage grid and also
an automatic stop signal.
At the centre of the steer-

ing wheel is an exceptionally neat disc-shaped Bakelite
moulding. From the sides project neat, short ignition
and throttle levers, in the centre is a horn button, and
below the centre a little knob which controls electric-
ally the dipping mechanism for the head lamp reflec-
tors. Incidentally, a relay switch is used in the electric
starting mechanism, so that the lightest touch of a
button on the instrument board sets the starting motor
All the usual features of a well-equipped car
are to be found in this very distinguished car. :
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