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12-50 h.p. DENLEY-RHODE “HAWK” SALOON
'Re-appearance of the Rhode Car in Modified Form.

The illustration above indicates the size of the 12-50 h.p. Denley-Rhode Saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

VERY much revised edition of the Rhode car
is being introduced under the name of the
Denley-Rhode, the Rhode Motor Company having

gone into liquidation, but being afterwards purchased
by McKenzie and Denley, Ltd.

The new vehicle consists of the Hawk model chassis,
with a roft. 4in. wheelbase, and a special fabric-covered
body of semi-metal construction. But the power plant
is completely different, the engine being the well-known
12-50 h.p. two-carburetter type Meadows, used in this
case with a plate clutch and four-speed gear box of the
same make. This power unit puts an entirely different
complexion on the performance of the car, which pre-
viously had an engine of only 1,200 c.c.

The only other difference in the chassis is that a
much simplified system of

themselves are half-elliptic at the front, and quarter-
elliptic at the rear, and are of orthodox pattern, having
no rubber inter-leaving, as on the original car. They
are well chosen and, in conjunction with the long-wheel-
base, certainly secure easy riding.

Those who drive fast cars will appreciate the steer-
ing, inasmuch as it is clean cut and direct, and high
rather than low geared as compared with modern prac-
tice, and at all speeds the car steers well. It will be
noticed that the brake test figure is quite good, and in
this connection it may be added that the brakes do
their work very steadily indeed, do not lock the wheels,
and do not tend to make the car swerve off a straight
course even when applied violently, A fair amount of
pressure is required on the pedal, but this is largely

brake operation has been
adopted, consisting of a simple
cross-shaft with straight pull
cables to the brakes. It is the
intention of the makers to turn
out a limited number of these
cars per year, and each one is
to receive personal attention,
and will be put through at least
250 miles of road test before
it is finished and delivered.

In the actual performance
on the road one feature stands
out particularly—the spring
suspension. The car feels very
steady and sure, besides being
comfortable. It is probable
that the ingenious triangulated
underneath cross-bracing of the
frame may have some bear-
ing on this. The springs

due to rather stronger pull-off
springs than are usual.

There is no need to say any-
thing about the engine; it is a
well-known unit, and provides
a very fair amount of power for
its size.

The speed at which it
will drive the car depends,
naturally, on the selection of
gear ratios. Third gear is par-
ticularly useful, and gives
considerable acceleration up
medium slopes.  Second gear
has to be brought into play in
order to crest hills as steep as
I in 6} or 1 in 6, but on it
such hills are climbed at be-
tween 30 and 32 m.p.h., and
quite easily, at that. The gear
change is quick, and presents
no particular difficulties.
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The general flexibility
is good. The car is easy
to handle, and is of the
kind which settles down
very peaceably to a fast
cruising speed.

Several points in the
coachwork and equipment
need mention. In the first
place, the wheelbase being
long, the body is prac-
tically within it, and the
passengers in the rear seats
are sitting in front of the
rear axle, so that they are
comfortably sprung. There
is plenty of room in the
body, and space is not
skimped in any way. The
four doors are all hinged
on their front edges, whilst
the special semi-metallic
construction ~ apparently
makes for a quiet body,
for at the end of a 200-
mile run in a day no rattles
or squeaks had impinged
themselves upon
memory. .

All four windows have
continuous-winding
handles, and in the rear
quarters of the body are
oval-shaped lights which
are unique in appearance,
‘but decidedly an acquisi-
tion to the outlook from
the point of view of a rear
passenger. Separate and
adjustable seats are fitted in

" large pockets.

locker at the top, as
well as another com-
partment which is
reached from the in-
terior of the car in a
useful fashion. When
the lid of the luggage
box is open it is
arranged to make a
properly strong lug-
gage grid, so that for
prolonged touring
there is an unusual
amount of storage
space.

To make reversing
easy the rear light is
particulartly wide,
and has, of course,
the usual blind.
Over the number
plate at the back, in
addition to the nor-
mal lamp, is a stop

£

seogmmery R nvacom e - oman ol e ik

PRI

the

The back of the body is well carried
out, inasmuch as there is a large luggage box with a tool

oo ftoc,

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

12-50 h.p. DENLEY-RHODE SALOON.
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12-50 h.p., four cylinders, 69 <100 mm, (1,496 c.c.).
| Tax £12.

Wheelbase 10ft. 4in., track 4ft. 3in.
Overall length 14ft., width 5ft. 2in., height 5ft. Sin.
Tyres: 28 < 475in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed
ge-rl ;-lstlos. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
10 6 sec.
6.5 9 sec. 61.86 m.p.h.
5 12 sec.

Turning circle 471t.
Tank capacity 8 gallons ; fuel consumption approx. 29 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 15 m.p.h., 9 amps. at 30 m.p.h.

Weight: 20 cwt. 2 qr.

Price, with fabric saloon body, £375.
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front and have behind them
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The wide doors of the Denley-Rhode saloon give easy access.
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signal, and also there is
an extra lamp for driving
in reverse. The Lucas
Bi-flex head lamps have
the excellent electrical
finger control for dip and
switch. Incidentally, the
starting motor has a relay
switch so that it is finger-
tip operated. Chromium
plating is standardised for
exterior bright fittings.

As regards mainten-
ance: the brake adjust-
ments are below the front
floorboards and they are
arranged for a spanner to
be used in every casc.
There is one adjustment
to take up all four brakes,
and also four individual
adjustments, likewise be-
neath the floorboards.
The object has been to
produce brakes that do
not require frequent
adjustment.

The batteries are carried
on the running board ; the
oil filler and dipstick and
the petrol tank filler are
all on the same side of the
engine, under the bonnet ;
the magneto is cross-shaft
driven, and has an acces-
sible contact breaker,
whilst the two carburetters
are quite easy to reach.

Taken all round, the

car has distinct attractions of its own ; it feels what can
only be described as ‘‘four-square
and bears evidence of careful attention to detail.

»

and dependable,

In its earlier form
the car will probably
be remembered for
the consistent way in
which it performed
in various reliability
trials, many suc-
cesses being gained.
A car of this type, to
which close indivi-
dual attention can be
devoted during the
production stages, is
always interesting for
this reason alone.
With that point in
mind, the new Den-
ley-Rhode cannot be
regarded as an
expensive machine.

The makers are th:e
Rhode Motor Co.,
Webb Lane, Hall
Green, Birmingham.
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