1048

definite  maxi-
mum of %0
m.p.h., and can,
moreover, be
driven comfort-
ably on top in
traffic.
Curiously
enough, also,
first and second
gears are lower
ratios than one
would  expect.
First would be
able to deal with
the steepest hill
one can en-
counter in Eng-
land, even if the
car were fully
loaded with lug-
gage, while
second gives the
car something in
hand on a slope
of 1 in 4 or so.
The particular
car tested was

on the new side, and possibly for this reason
the brake actuating mechanism was stiff and

abs iz,

“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

L
S

and aft.

-

A large trunk case is sup-
plied, as well as a grid,
and buffers are fitted fore

very

not very sensitive, the brakes needing great 7 s

pressure if they were to stop the car really
well in an emergency. The brake adjust-
ments are independent, being easy enough
for the front drums, and not quite so easy
The hand brake lever is al-

for the rear.

most horizontal in the off position, and is
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not in the way, therefore, when the driver is reaching
his seat, yet it is convenient and has plenty of power.
Possibly the fact that the car was new was also re-
sponsible for the steering being a little on the stiff side
on the ““locks,”’ though part of this may reason-
ably have been due to a very effective caster action
owing to the inclination of the pivots. This caster
action certainly allows the car to hold the road
well indeed. The suspension is good, not
too hard, yet hard enough for rigidity combined
with comfort.
As a whole, the Darracq is a good car and
could maintain a high average for long distances
without effort and without undue noise.
obtained, too, considerable popularity in France,
which fact should be a testimonial .to its dura-

It has

bility in the
hands of the
average owner.
It is certainly
an impressive
car to look at,
and neither
difficult nor tir-
ing to drive,
either in town
or in the coun-
try. The com-
bined  starting
motor and dy-
namo is an excel-
lent feature, be-

ing as a starting
motor it makes
no sound what-
ever.

20-60 h.p. VAUXHALL WESTMINSTER LIMOUSINE.

No. 54.—Roomy, well finished and comfortable Car with marked Flexibility on top gear

that the Vauxhall, which

certainly was one of the
most interesting cars ever
to appear at the Olympia
Show, has recently under-
gone a good deal of quiet
modification and improve-
ment. This improvement
is in the right direction
since it tends to give the
car a much better per-
formance on top gear than
it hitherto possessed, a
point of vital importance
nowadays.

The latest Vauxhall
tested had, moreover, a
very fine saloon body, a
type which could be used
equally well as a chauf-

IT is perfectly obvious

Interior of the 20-60 h.p. Vauxhall Westminster limousine.

and Excellent Brakes.

feur-driven town carriage
or as an ordinary saloon
for runs in the country,
because it is supplied with
a special detachable glass
panel which can be placed
in position just behind the
front seats when required,
thus dividing the car into
two separate compart-
ments.

The body is very com-
fortable, and, what is as
important, it is made to
look comfortable hy the
use of hide upholstery
which not only is, but
appears to be, genuine,
and has something of the
invitation that a good club

armchair always possesses.
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« THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—{continued).

I

20-60 h.p. VAUXHALL LIMOUSINE.

OBAR - ACCELERATOR T ¥

POSITIONS PEDAL ~  DIMMI?
STARTER | i CONTROL
SWITCH

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
20.9 h.p., six cylinders, 75x 110 mm. (2,916 c.c.).
Tax, £21.
Wheelbase 10ft. 10in., track 4ft. 8jin.
Overall length 14ft, 4in., width 6ft., height 6ft. 3in.
‘Tyres: 32 6in. on detachable steel wheels.

Engine~rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
18.1 15 —
11.8 29 —
7.8 43 8 sec.
5.1 65 12 sec.

Turning circles : right 47ft. 4in., left 46ft. 6in.

Tank capacity 14 gallons, fuel consumption 20 m.p.g.
_12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h., 8 amps. at 20 m.p.h.
Weight : 34} cwt.

Price, with limousine body, £695.

19 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ﬁ

i ]

For night work the interior is automatically illuminated
when the near rear door is opened;, quite apart from
lamps placed in either quarter and controlled by a
separate switch. Ventilation should be assured by what
may be termed a skylight as well as a scuitle ventilator
for the forward compartment.

The single-panel front screen opens slightly also to
admit more air on a very hot day, and is, in addition,
provided with an interesting form of glare guard rather

resembling a roller blind that can be lowered and
secured in different positions to suit varying circum-
stances. The instruments are neatly panelled, and the

~ essential fuel tank contents indicator is provided.

The window in the door on the driver’s side has a
quick-lifting mechanism which makes it possible to
drive with the windows closed in bad weather and yet
be able to give the requisite hand signals immediately
they are required. The head lamps have a dimming
device on the instrument board, and the general appear-
ance of the car, both externally and internally, is
excellent.

A lower top gear ratio has made a great deal of differ-
ence, and the Vauxhall is now one of those cars which
can be driven all day on two speeds, namely, second
and top. Its flexibility on the latter ratio is marked.
since with the help of battery ignition and a good
carburetter the car can be brought down to something
which is very nearly three miles an hour, and be
accelerated smoothly from that speed to the maximum
without using the clutch. The clutch, incidentally, is
smoother than are most European clutches.

At speed the car holds the road well, and there is
no abnormal roll or sidesway when cornering. The
steering is low geared, the wheel makes over three turns
from lock to lock, which renders the car easy to handle
in restricted space. It is very pleasant also to feel the
automatic return of a really decided caster action, which
undoubtedly gives the car its ability to hold down to
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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

the road and its automatic
sense of direction.

The engine is smooth until
the very end of its range, where
no engine would be expected
to be smooth, and its best
running speed, that is, the
speed at which mechanism is
least apparent, is from 30 to
35 m.p.h. At over 40 m.p.h.,
though smooth, the power unit
is distinctly audible, and it
cannot really be said that
there is actually a point where
the driver feels that there is

no engine in the car.

* There are no more difficul-
ties with the gear change than
a car of this type ever pre-
sents, and the lever comes
nicely to hand.  Considered :

from all points of view, the brakes are excellent. They
are one of the machine’s outstanding features, being
light, very decided, very sensitive, and extremely
powerful ; when used at full power, too, they are not un-
even. In fact, a curious feature of the control is that it

takes much less effort to use
the brakes to the full than it
does to hold the clutch pedal
down during a wait in traffic.

Regarding mechanical de-
tails, the engine seems to keep
very clean, and the mechanical
pump which feeds fuel to the
carburetter is a good point, a
glass filter bowl being another.
The brake adjustments are
individual but easy to operate ;
the various small adjustments
which might have to be
attended to during ordinary
running are not difficult or
inaccessible, and the car
appears to be one which it
would be very easy to look
after in ordinary use.

The coachwork certainly is
very good and the interior finish is excellent, the occa-
sional seats for two extra passengers folding right away
out of sight when not in use, and as a town carriage
with ample accommodation at a moderate price this
should be a very fine car indeed.

LIKE WHISKY, LIKE OIL

The Convincing of the Colonel.

T the club the other night Colonel
Snaffle was denouncing most
things modern. Whisky, for in-

stance. Now pre-War whisky was
whisky. It was distilled and blended by
craftsmen, who laboured with leisurely
skill and produced a liquor which was at
once nectar to the palate and as oil unto
our bones. But nowadays the vast
syndicates produce oceans of alleged
whisky by mass-production methods, and
the more you consume the gloomier
and gloomier you unsteadily become.

Or take oil. The gallant Colonel cited his pre-War
20 h.p. Burbler. After 80,000 miles there wasn’t a
creak in its anatomy. Why? Because pre-War lubri-
cating oil really lubricated. Nowadays the oil syndi-
cates, opined the Colonel, spend such vast sums on
advertisements and bonuses that they have no money
left wherewith to import real oil. They just tin any
old filth, and so our engines get noisy within 5,000 miles.

With an indignant snort he buried his angry nose in
a tumbler of double Scotch—it had to be double, or
even treble, he explained, if you were to get any kick
out of the degenerate spirit of these days.

Then the quiet engineer in the long chair started in
on him. That 20 h.p. Burbler—you know it had an
enormous engine, which was almost a single-speed en-
gine ; you varied your road speed rather by changing
gear than by working the throttle. It couldn’t do more
than about 1,500 r.p.m. all out; and heavens! how it
thumped and shook—had the Colonel really forgotten?

Now the Colonel was welcome to come outside (after
he had finished that abominable whiskv) and samole

the fastest 12-50 h.p. Streak. That would
run up to 6,000 r.p.m. on demand. It -
proceeded along the road in a series of
chamois-like leaps (if one so desired), or
in one prolonged wicked scream like a
4.9 shell (if one so preferred), or at a
perambulator creep with a sewing-
machine hiss (if the owner so decreed).
It would climb Dashwood faster than the
old Burbler could travel on the flat. But
all these vivacities were obtained at a
price—by dint of incorporating a myriad
of light, highly stressed parts, and
accepting a myriad of perfectly incredible stresses.

And if the Colonel were to buy a 12-50 h.p. Streak and
stuff its sump full of pre-War lubricant, most of the
crude old stuff would go up in a blue smell at the first
real revving of the engine, and what was left would
nearly all deposit itself in the form of a loathsome black
pie-crust over the red-hot surfaces of piston and cylinder
head ; and the small remainder would be a kind of glue,
which would almost weld the piston to the cylinder by
next morning.

And if the Colonel didn’t believe this he had better
come down to-morrow to the Ricardo laboratory at
Shoreham or the Vacuum laboratory at Wandsworth
and learn from ocular demonstration a few facts about
modern lubricants.

The Colonel admitted himself to be convinced before
bedtime. But as he consumed five more abominable
(see above) whiskies before accepting defeat, one can-
not say that seeing was believing, for if the modern
whisky is as bad as he had suggested, he must have
been blind after six doubles. B. H. D.
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