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“ THE AUTOCAR”™ ROAD TESTS—(continued).

February 27th, 1931.

The illustration above indicates the size, in feel, of the 10 h.p. Trojan saloon.

No. 622 (z¥).—10 h.p. TROJAN SALOON

The Latest Model.

EW existing cars are more unorthodox than the
F Trojan; very few unconventional cars have so

successfully vindicated their special features by
giving sound service, with reliability, in the hands of the
private owner. It will be recalled that some eighteen
months ago the Trojan was redesigned entirely, and,
while the main principles were retained, the car ap-
peared in a completely new guise, with the four-cylinder
two-stroke engine in the tail, in what closely resembles
a metal luggage container. The engine was set ver-
tically instead of horizontally, the epicyclic gear box
was given three speeds forward in place of only two,
and, perhaps most drastic of all, the coachwork assumed
lines that are certainly modern and attractive.

Since the first new-type car appeared, exhaustive test-
ing and experimental work have been proceeding, and
the finished car is now in regular production. Some of
the difficulties which had to be surmounted were by no
means trivial ; an example was the cooling system, the
radiator now being, as normally, at the front, the water
circulating through long feed pipes from back to front
of the car.

With a view to settling any doubt as to the efficiency
of the latest cooling ’
system, the car was put
through the severe test of
climbing Brooklands test
hill ten times in succes-
sion, without any stop for
cooling down. At the
conclusion there was no
sign of steam, and the
radiator thermometer had
not reached the ‘‘boil-
ing”” mark.  Further-
more, the machine climbed
the actual 1-in-4 gradient
with absolute certainty
each time, albeit slowly,
in the manner which has
become traditional for the
Trojan, and was able to
restart on that gradient.

Comfort and a Sound Performance.

The most marked characteristic of this type of engine
is the ability to pull powerfully at low revolutions, to
pull up a steep, rough-surfaced gradient with the engine
turning over so relatively slowly that the average car
would come to a standstill under similar conditions.
Consequently, the gear ratios can be high, top and
second speeds exceptionally so, which means that for
a given road speed the engine is revolving relatively
quite slowly, with resultant economy and reduced wear
and tear. Though sheer speed has never formed part
of the Trojan appeal, the new car is a very different
proposition in this respect, and certainly has all the
speed most people ever want to use.

Because of the high ratio and, again, because the
engine and its sounds are remote from the driver, while
the chain drive, though audible at times, is not obtru-
sive, there seems to be little more apparent mechanical
effort when the machine is running steadily at a speedo-
meter 50 m.p.h. than when it is running at 30. The
natural cruising speed, therefore, is high.

A strong headwind prevented the real maximum from
being held during the timed test, but on the road a
speedometer reading of approximately 55 can certainly
be held.

Most main-road gradi-
ents are climbed in the
car’s stride on top gear,
while on that ratio the
engine will also pull at 6
or 7 m.p.h. on the level.
Actually, the gear change
is one of unusual charm,
and exactly what the
average driver desires. To
change either up or down
it is necessary only to take
out the clutch and move
the gear lever to the re-
quired position, an ex-
tremely quick and certain
change being obtained,
while it is impossible to
make a noise; in point of
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

fact, it seems to give a smoother
effect at higher speeds if the
ordinary double - clutching
method is employed for down-
ward changes, but it is not at
all essential. The gear lever
itself is conventional, though
the positions of the gears are
different from what is customary.

On first gear 12-15 m.p.h. is
comfortable, while on second
30 is a normal limit. The
comparatively small difference
between the acceleration figures
for top and second gears is
interesting; the explanation is
probably, first, in the close-
ness of the two .ratios, and
secondly, that at low speeds on
top the engine power is high.

Another important point of the new Trojan is that
all the controls are conventional, and very convenient
in relation to the driver. One additional control is
the pull-up lever, close to the hand brake, which is
the auxiliary means of starting the engine, apart from
the electric starting motor now fitted.

The suspension is soft and such that at times there

hand control will stop and hold
the car on 1 in 4.

The new coachwork is excel-
lent ; it looks well and the seats
are extremely comfortable.
Both bucket-type front seats are
instantly adjustable and the
amount of leg-room for four
people is exceptional.

The space available for lug-
gage is quite exceptional, too;
the tools, for instance, are in a
big locker under the back seat,
though they by no means fill
that space. The front passen-
ger’s seat is easily removed alto-
gether, and there is provision
for stowing it under what is
,ordinarily the scuttle. Then,

» three passengers can sit comfort-
ably at the back and the near-side portion of the
interior is available for a large quantity of luggage.
The general interior finish is of a high standard, and
the details have obviously been very carefully worked
out. There is a big cubby-hole in the instrument board,
each door has a wide pocket and there is a roof net.
One panel of each of the forward side windows slides

is quite definite up and

open; the single-panel

down movement of a 1
given road wheel, though

the car itself is not affected h DIP°&  LIGHTING
SWITCH

as would be expected. TCHES @)
The comfort for the occu-
pants, in fact, is indeed
remarkable, and even on
a deeply pot-holed un-
made road no direct shock
at all is felt on either front
or back seat.

On corners the car is
very steady, on wet sur-
faces as well. The steer-
ing is geared high by
present-day standards, but
1s the more definite for that
reason, though the car does
not tend to steer itself
round bends, and some
movement of the road
wheels over inequalities in
the surface is felt through
the steering wheel. The
steering lock is excellent,
which makes the car very

rear axle

10 h.p. TROJAN SALOON.

ENGINE ENGINE

HORN
B SWITCH PRIMER ||

DATA FOR THE DRIVER,-
10 h.l.. four cylinders, 63.5 x 117.5 mm. (1,488 c.c.).
Tax £10.

Wheelbase 8ft. 6in., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 13ft. 6in., width 5ft. 6in., Inlfht 5ft. 4in.
Tyres: 19 x 5.00in. on detachable wire wheels.
En Acceleration from

screen opens only suffi-
ciently for ventilation and
has a good electric wiper.
An interior mirror and a
roof "ventilator are fitted.
Both of the very wide
doors can be locked, and
. access to the back com-
partment is good. A clock
is fitted, but not a fuel
\ gauge.
1 The head lamps are very
good indeed ; the dip and
switch reflectors have a
convenient control; a
direct lamp illuminates the
switchboard only.
After withdrawing a pin
and swinging the spare
" wheel and its bracket to
one side the whole of the
engine and transmission
become unusually acces-
sible. This point and the
inherent simplicity of the

Timed speed design—for instance, the

easy to manceuvre. B egs.  steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. RToE S engine has no valves to ad-

The brakes, acting on 6to1 141 sec. Just—are among the out-
3.5to 1 15% sec. 45.00 m.p.h. .

the rear wheels and Turning circle: 39ft. standing advantages.

transmission only, could Sovelt oy 7 §alloas,; fuel T Dby 'S ampe 21930 m.p.h. There is provision for

have been a little more de- Weight: 19 cwt, 3
cisive and smoother in
bringing the car to a stand-

still, but they possess a

r.
Price, with de luoqnloon body, 2198,

SO FEET farr SOMP.I.

quickly locking the differ-
ential to give a solid drive.

The Trojan is a car
alone ; it offers many ad-

greater stopping power
than the test figure . sug-

vantages, not the least of
which are economy and

gests, and either foot or

genuine comfort,
e,
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