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14-45 h.p. TALBOT WEYMANN SALOON
A Car which Possesses those Somewhat Indefinable Characteristics which

HEN the 14-45 h.p.
\‘X/ Talbot first made

its appearance it
created not only interest
because of its technical
features but also a con-
siderable discussion by
reason of the fact that its
ratio of body space to en-
gine capacity seemed to
be most unusual. Many
people, for example,
urged that with a matter
of only some 1,600 c.c. the
car could have no perform-
ance with so large a body
and four passengers, argu-
ing, therefore, that there
was only one thing to do—
increase the engine power
considerably.

Since that time, of
course, the Talbot has suc-
ceeded not only in meeting
all opposition, but has
established itself firmly as
a popular car, and has
done so because of the
ratio of body to engine
capacity, not in spite of
that ratio. It is, in fact,
due to this particular fea-
ture that the car has made

,its appeal, for all design is
a compromise, and if a
relatively small engine is
used the lower fuel con-
sumption and general eco-
nomy are obvious advan-
tages to weigh against the
fact that the top-gear per-
formance obviously can-
not equal that of a chassis
carrying the same weight
in body and in passengers
but with twice the size of
engine, any more than that

rpe of car can equal the

Talbot in economy.
Manufacturer after
manufacturer has dis-

covered that the perform-
ance of a car can be im-

Go to Make Up a Thoroughbred Machine.

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

14-45 h.p., six cylinders, 61 .95 mm. (1,666 c.c.).
Tax, £14.

Wheelbase 10it., track 4ft. 7}in.

Overall length 14ft., width 5ft. 9in., height 5ft. 10in.
Tyres : 30 4.75in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
23.19 16 3 -
13.45 29 —
9.66 40 11 sec.
5.87 59 19 sec.

Turning circle : 37ft.

Tank capacity 16 gallons, fuel consumption approx. 20 m.p.g.

12-volt lighting set cuts in at 8-10 m.p.h.

- Weight : 24 cwt. 2 gr.

Price, with Weymann saloon body, £510.

23 24 FEET from 25 M.P.H. j-
©

proved by increasing the
bore of the cylinders, and
in doing so has tended to
neglect the fact that a
larger engine must entail
certain corresponding dis-
advantages.

As it is, the Talbot re-
mains a car in a class of its
own, and the designer and
producer are very strongly
to be congratulated, not
only because they have
overcome many difficul-
ties, but because the car is
in every sense of the word
a thoroughbred.

Quite what character-
istics earn that title it is
difficult to explain in
words, but a great deal is
due to the fact that though
the car is not expensive as
cars go, it looks expensive,
the finish of the engine, the
major components, and
minor details of the equip-
ment being very good in-
deed. Then the machine
handles so well that it is

‘definitely a pleasure to

drive, and it has that
capacity for running at a
good round speed with
scarcely more sound than
is due to the pattern of the
tread of the tyre, and prac-
tically no suggestion that
any engine is working
under the bonnet—quali-
ties that are the more re-
markable because of the
engine size.

Something else is due to
the lines and quality of the
coachwork, which is good
to look upon, comfortable
to sit in, and gives not only
leg room but head room
even in the rear seats, not-
withstanding that the body
appears to be long and low,
as is the modern fashion.
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‘““THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

During a day’s run there

The new type switch control

are really only two situations
in which the size of the power
unit would be disclosed to the
occupants of the car; one
when the machine is faced by
a long and fairly steep hill,
when a good quick change to
third at relatively high speed
makes all the difference to
the performance, and where
top gear should not be used
the whole time ; the other on
acceleration from low speed,
as the test figures disclose.
But it is quite safe to say that
those two facts are in sum of
small importance when ranged
against the manifest ad-
vantages of the small engine.

deals not only with the igni-
tion but also with the lamps,
thus making it less likely that
the coil will be left switched
on when the engine has been
stopped. The instruments are
properly grouped and in-
directly lighted, including the
fuel tank contents indicator,
and the windscreen wiper,
being electric, functions what-
ever the speed of the engine,
which shows itself particu-
larly to advantage when the
car has to be driven through a
blizzard, when irregular wip-
ing is a great nuisance.

The anti-dazzle device is
controlled, as it should be,

Indeed, a man would not
purchase this type of car
were he not fully prepared for such-like eventualities.

Actually, and in the hands of a skilled or experienced
driver, the Talbot can do things on top gear alone which
are unexpected, and can do them well, without undue
noise or fuss, or signs that the engine is doing more
than it should. Another curious feature of the machine
is that it can cruise at 40 m.p.h. without effort in spite
of the top gear maximum shown in the table. Then,
on the open road, there is a fine sense of stability. The
suspension is good, the car handles well, and has that
definite sense of certainty about its steering which,
coupled with just the right amount of caster action,
gives the car much of its character.

Detail Work Well Thought Out.

The detail is interesting. The tools are neatly housed
in a container on the forward side of the dashboard,
the ventilators at the side of the scuttle are very large
and therefore really useful, the front seats are inde-
pendent and adjustable, the blind over the rear window
can be operated by the driver, and there are a roof lamp
and independent locks for the four doors.

from the centre of the steer-
ing wheel, but it is a matter
of personal opinion as to whether the switching out of
the left-hand head lamp, leaving the right-hand lamp
alight but pointing to the left, is effective, for the moral
effect of the single lighted head lamp seems to be to
annoy the modern driver in a fashion quite peculiar,
since he cannot possibly be dazzled by it. At all events,
so one conjectured from the frantic  blinking "’ of
several other cars’ lights during the run.

Fresh Air Without Draughts.

On the steering wheel also is the control for the direc-
tion indicator, and the wheel itself has spring spokes and
that notched rim which cannot be surpassed in affording
a secure grip. The new louvres at the top of the window
apertures are worth having; they allow the car to be
perfectly ventilated by partly lowering the window
glasses, and yet do not allow rain to find an entry. The
unusual, but very neat, form of luggage carrier is a great
attraction ; finally, the dynamotor, by its absolutely
silent action, endears one to the type for ever, as against
the raucous noise that is made by the usual gear
mechanism.
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