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“ THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS (continued).

from 65 to 70 m.p.h., which, it may be granted, are out-
side the range of the average person, but the alteration
would make the car a thought steadier for fast work and
help the driver considerably on a-sharp turn at low
speed. The steering is very light, and the steering wheel
has a thin rim, affording a secure grip.

Again considering the car from the point of view of its
speed, more effective shock absorbers would be of assist-
ance, and especially would tend to damp out the slight
surging effect that is caused on a rough road at medium
speeds.

The brakes are good and decided, and—an interesting
point-—the master cylinder adjusts itself if any oil is lost
during running. A better effect can be obtained, also,
if the pedal has considerable free travel before the shoes
engage with the drums.

The suspension is good, there is not overmuch roll, and
the body as a whole is very comfortable, the back seat
especially, with a width of 3ft. 7in., giving ample room
for three people. The front seat, being one inch nar-
rower, is almost sufficient for three people as well. There
is plenty of leg room, too. The front seat is not adjust-

able, and the doors sometimes jam slightly when the car
is new ; both points are worth the while of the importers
to bear in mind.

As is usual with cars of this type, the equipment is
very complete. It includes an interior driving mirror,
dimming device controlled from the steering wheel, suc-
tion-operated windscreen wiper—which on the car tested
worked at almost full throttle—a very neat and artistic
instrument board having, among other things, a dial indi-
cating the contents of the fuel tank, and indirect lighting,
a spare wheel bracket which can be locked, radiator shut-
ters automatically opened and shut by a thermostat, in
addition to a second thermostat controlling the water-
jacket circulation, spring shackles which will not wear,
and a big luggage carrier at the back. The starting motor
is not too noisy in action, and the engine responds at once
on a very cold morning, being able to pull almost straight
away. N

There is no question but that the Chrysler ‘“ 75" is a
car which stands out because of its performance, con-
sidering the size and type of body carried, and, as stated
earlier, it is remarkable value for money.

14-45 h.p. TALBOT SALOON.
An Attractive Six-cylinder Chassis with Weymann Coachwork Costing £505.

HE performance of the 14-45 h.p. Tal-
bot is more than usually interesting
because this car has an engine of very

little over 1,500 c.c., but carries a body
offering accommodation for five persons
and of a size usually adopted when an en-
gine of twice or three times the capacity is
used. Yet the car as a whole is essentially
a flexible, silent running carriage.

For the greater part of the time, especially
for town work, no one would be able to
guess accurately the size of the power unit.
The car can be manceuvred from a speed
as low as 3 m.p.h. to its maximum on top
gear without juggling with the clutch, it ac-
celerates smoothly and well from a low
speed and, above all, it can run at a pace somewhere
between 30 and 40 m.p.h. with no suggestion that an
engine is working below the bonnet, and with barely
a suggestion of noise.

It is a comfortable, as well as a commodious, car.

ful than those hitherto fitted, the stopping
distance shown in the diagram being taken
on wet concrete, so that the distance on a
dry day would probably be reduced by at
least six feet.

There has naturally been a certain amount
of argument as to the advisability of using
so small an engine, and there have been sug-
gestions that the capacity should be in-
creased. But anybody who argues in this
way is losing sight of the main problem, for
the Talbot has attained its popularity simply
because it is a big car with a small engine;
that it maintains this popularity is shown by
the steady and large output from the works.
If the engine were to be made bigger, the
whole car would be transferred into a totally different
category, and would become one more car in a certain
class, among other cars of similar type, and appealing
solely because of its detail. Whereas at the moment
it stands proudly and successfully alone as a type.
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Generally speaking, the o

is of any great importance

saloon, fully loaded with 14-45 h.p. TALBOT SALOON. in any case, but it would

five passengers, needs se-
cond where most cars re-

be unfair to say that the

THROTTLE LAl full speed of the Talbot is

quire third gear on a given CONTROL - only 55 m.p.h. Subse-

gradient.

On 1 in 63, for instance,
the car wanted first, but l
in that case there was a
certain amount of wheel
slip due to ice on the road.
The acceleration figures
tell their own tale, and yet
the fact remains that this
car, during an ordinary
day’s run, can maintain a
steady 40 m.p.h. if neces-
sary, without the engine
labouring and with a re-
serve of power to deal with

quent to this test the same
car was taken out with a
new speedometer drive,
and a maximum of over
60 m.p.h. obtained on top
gear.

There is much interesting
detail work. The tools
are carried in a container
on the engine ride of the
dashboard, the luggage
grid at the back folds into
obscurity when it is not
required, a dashboard in-
strument shows the level in

gradients. DATA FOR THE DRIVER. the fuel tank, the electric

The suspension is good, iﬂ

screen wiper, of course,

there is not overmuch 14-45 h.p., six cylinders, 61 x 95 mm. (1,666 c.c.). Tax £14. functions at all speeds, and
roll when cornering, and Wheelbase 10ft., track 4ft. 7}in. the one-piece screen can be
the machine has one great Overall length 14ft., width 5ft. 9in., height 5ft. 10in. opened wide enough to give
feature. It handles like a Tyres- 30 « 4.75in. on detachable wire wheel ample ventilation, and is
car costing three or four Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration ” aided by two big scuttle
times as much. All the gear ratios, (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.). ventilators. The -catches
controls, the steering and g':: ;: = of three of the doors can be
the brakes, are light and .66 P 100 500 secured, while the fourth
properly sensitive, but, 5.87 = 173 sec. door is locked with a key.
further, the machine is Tank capacity 14} gallons, tuel consumption 22 m.p.g. The anti-dazzle device
quiet and smooth, and that 12-volt Hghting set. is controlled from the top

alone entitles it to atten-

a Weight 25 cwt. 1 gr.
tion from any average

o Price, with Weymann saloon body, £505.
driver. e =

The maxima in the table

25 FEET from 25 MP.H.

of the steering wheel and
operates by switching out
the near-side head lamp,
leaving the off-side lamp

omit the figures for top
gear for an interesting

=& alight and pointing across
’ to the near side. A second

reason. The speedometer
was suffering from one of

control above the wheel
illuminates a direction in-

those curious attacks of

irregularity which sometimes affect these instruments. It
was only with the greatest care that it was possible to make
certain of the maxima for the indirect gears. At
about 50 m.p.h. some other factor seemed to affect the
reading, for 55 m.p.h. was the maximum obtained, and
there was every suggestion that the speedometer was
reading low at that speed. Not that a high maximum

dicator at the rear.

There is no doubt that the unpleasant noise created
by the pinion drive of too many starting motors is most
irritating. The absolute silence of the Talbot’s dyna-
motor is an excellent feature, and even on a very cold
morning the engine starts at once, and pulls before it i
really more than just warm. -

Altogether a beautiful little thoroughbred car.

23.8 h.p. HOTCHKISS SALOON

Three-litre, Six-cylinder Weymann-bodied French Car Costing £600.

HOSE who had practical experience of

the four-cylinder Hotchkiss of a year or

two ago will be considerably surprised
if they try the modern six-cylinder three-litre
model. The earlier cars have a wonderful
reputation for reliability and for an inherent |
sturdiness which showed itself when the car
was new in a certain stiffness, not overcome
until at least a thousand miles had been
covered. This stiffness was really due to the
tight fit of every bearing, but it had one
curious consequence, in that so long as the

car was new it was difficult to obtain an
accurate idea as to its performance. At first
the impression was formed that the car was
heavy on its controls and not lively in the
| sense that the very modern engine is expected
“to be lively.

Since that time it is perfectly obvious that
a great deal of change has taken place, and,
while it is not for a moment to be supposed
that the six-cylinder car is any less robust
than its predecessor, it has, nevertheless, be-
come entirely different in every characteristic.
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