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SEHE A UTOCAR

32-90 h.p. MERCEDES-BENZ LIMOUSINE .
A Large and Comfortable Family Car which is Particularly Smooth Running.

The illustration above indicales the size of the 32-90 h.p. Mercédés-Benz saloon compared with a 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce.

F late years the name

Mercédeés-Benz  has

been associated with
fast and powerful chassis
giving a very high per-
formance. As this concern
was the first to standardise
a supercharger it is
naturally these high-effi-
ciency models that come
to mind when the name is
mentioned, but it should
not be forgotten that a
range of side-valve-
engined chassis on ortho-
dox lines is also produced,
and of these perhaps the
most interesting is the
32-go h.p. straight eight
model.

This chassis has been
designed to carry large,
comfortable  coachwork,
and is in all respects a
family car with mere speed
subordinated to smooth-
ness and quietness of run-
ning, and with comfort
emphasised to a high
degree. Within its speed
capabilities the car has a
good performance, but
high maximum speed
has definitely not been

aimed at, and in normal .

conditions on top gear
the useful maximum is
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
32-90 h.p., eight cylinders, 80« 115 m.m. (4,592 c.c.).
Tax £32.
Wheelbase 12ft. 3in., track 4ft. 9in.
Qverall length 16ft. 3in., width 5ft. 11}in., height 5ft. 11}in.
Tyres: 32 6.20in. on detachable wire wheels.

Engine—rear axle Acceleration from Timed speed

genl' ;-ztlol. steady 10 to 30 m.p.h. over | mile.
11.1 =

7.9 74 sec. 62.50 m.p.h.

5 11§ sec.
Turning circle : 45ft.
Tank capacity 24 gallons, fuel consumption 12-14 m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h.
Weight : 42 cwt.
Price, with Pullman-limousine body, £1,195.
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62.5 m.p.h., although if
conditions are favourable
this may be' increased to
rather over 70 m.p.h.

On the indirect gears
speeds of 15 m.p.h. on
first, 24 m.p.h. on second,
and 37 m.p.h. on third
can be attained without
the engine becoming un-
duly obtrusive or being
pushed to the utmost. At
the same time, these
figures hardly prepare one
for the good average per-
formance which the car
is capable of putting up on
the road, for it will cruise
comfortably and quietly
at between 50 and 55
m.p.h., taking ordinary
hills in its stride with very
little diminution of speed,
the result being that at the
end of a day’s run one is
astonished at the distance
which has been covered.
Hills of 1 in 10, for ex-
ample, can be taken effort-
lessly on top, while on
second gear 1 in 6 can be
surmounted at 18 m.p.h.

It is, in fact, the effort-
less running of the big
machine up hill and down
dale which is its chief
charm, for it can to all
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“THE AUTOCAR” ROAD TESTS—(continued).

intents and pur-
poses be treated as
a two-speed car,
starting . from . rest
being accomplished
on second, and top
gear being imme-
diately engaged to
remain in use until
the car is again
brought to rest.
Except when the
engine is pushed to
the utmost it re-
mains smooth and
quiet, save for the
rush of air entering
the air cleaner on
the carburetter and
a slight rumble on
the car tested,
which might have &
been caused by the =59
fan or by the
auxiliary driving shaft. Its flexibility is such that if
the control lever of the coil ignition be suitably retarded
it will pull evenly and without snatch at about 2-3 m.p.h.
on top gear, and will pick up speed quite smoothly
in response to the ignition and throttle controls. Traffic
driving is, therefore, a simple matter, particularly as
-the vacuum servo-operated brakes seem decidedly effi-
cient and require but little pressure on the pedal.

m

Not Fatig'uing to Drive.

As the clutch is smooth in action, and as the steering
is light and possesses sufficient self-centring action, the
car is by no means fatiguing to drive, in spite of its
size. Its road-holding qualities also are excellent, and
not only does the suspension prevent any feeling of shock
from reaching the passengers on bad surfaces, . but it
also allows corners to be taken fast with no more than
a suspicion of roll, which, considering the size of the
four-door six-light Pullman-limousine body, is rather
remarkable. It is largely owing to the road-holding, the
light steering, and the brakes that a high average can
be put up. _ :

A point which appeals to the
owner-driver is the automatic
chassis lubrication by means of
an oil pump and distributor
driven by a flexible shaft from
the gear box and delivering
warm, filtered oil from the
sump 1o the various chassis
bearings. Also two spare wheels
are provided and are carried
one on each side of the scuttle.
Another good feature is the pro-
vision of a two-way tap beneath
the bonnet, on the off side,
giving a reserve supply of fuel.

With regard to the standard
Pullman-limousine body, while
this possesses good, but ortho-
dox, lines, it is chiefly remark-

able for the comfort
it affords. A falling
glass division at the
back of the driver’s
seat aliows the main
compartment to be
shut off should a
chauffeur drive; or
if the owner be at
the wheel, then the
division can be
lowered so that he
can converse with
his passengers with
ease. The driving
position is comfort-
able, and the steer-
ing is well raked,
there being ample
leg room for the
driver and front
passenger.

The main seaf
has ample leg room
even if the occasional folding seats be in use and the
full complement of seven be on board. The cloth
upholstery of the rear compartment is well sprung and
padded, and a removable cushion forms a comfortable
centre armrest for the occupants of the main seat.

General Equipment.

The quarter lights can be lowered, as well as those
in the doors, and roller blinds are fitted to them and
to the large rear light. The interior fittings include
three roof lights, companions, cigar lighter, and so on,
while the general equipment is of a high order and
thoroughly in keeping with the chassis. A fitting which
one particularly appreciates is the steering-wheel ring
control for dimming the head lights, as this operates
through a relay switch, and it is only necessary to tilt
the control ring to dim the lamps or to obtain their
full light again. This same control also operates the
horn when depressed, and it is so nicely balanced that
there is no difficulty in dimming the lamps and operat-
ing the horn at the same time should one desire to do so.

In brief, the standard coach-
work is extremely roomy and
comfortable, and at the same
time is nicely finished and very
completely fitted out. Long
journeys can, therefore, be un-
dertaken without any fear of
feeling fatigued at the end of the
day.

Altogether, the straight eight
Mercédés-Benz is as intriguing
in its way as the more famous
supercharged models, and
although it is so different from
them in design, its relationship,
as disclosed by its performance
and its response to ‘the driver’s
wishes, is beyond doubt. It is
by no means expensive in view
of its size and quality.
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