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32-90 h.p. MERCEDES-BENZ
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TESTS

Impressive Smoothness and Sweetness and a High Degree of Comfort.

N one way the 32-9o h.p.
Mercédés-Benz is a more
than usually interesting

car. It has a side-valve
unsupercharged  straight
eight engine, and is rather
similar in general design o
the two-litre six-cylinder
model, whereas other
examples of this famous
German make have super-
charged overhead - valve
six-cylinder power units.
In fact, this eight-cylinder
car has been designed as a
general utility vehicle,
with smoothness and com-
fort for its primary quali-
ties as opposed to sheer
speed.

At the same time liveli-
ness of performance has by
no means been sacrificed,
and although neither in
maximum speed nor in
rapidity of acceleration
can it compare with its
supercharged relatives, it
is far from being a slug-
gard, as the accompanying
test figures show. As one
would naturally expect
with an eight-cylinder en-
gine, there is a high degree
of flexibility. When once
the car has been moved
away from rest and top
gear engaged it is seldom
that another gear change

is called for. Normally one starts from rest on second
gear and, with just a moderate pause in neutral changes
directly into top, the range of speed at one’s command
then being from about 2 m.p.h. to 75 m.p.h. Naturally
the control lever of the coil ignition system must be
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- DATA FOR THE DRIVER.
32-90 h.p., eight cylinders, 80::115 mm. (4,624 c.c.).
Tax £32.
Wheelbase 12ft. 0lin., track 4ft. 8in.
Overall length 16ft. 0 ;in., width 5ft. 9}in., height 6ft. 13in.

. Tyres: 32..6in. on detachable wood wheels.,

Engine—rear axle Maxima Acceleration
gear ratios. (m.p.h.). (10-30 m.p.h.).
19.2 to 1. _— —
11.4 to 1. 33 53 sec.
79t01, 47 5} sec.
5to 1. 75 8] sec

Tank capacity, 24 gallons ; fuel consumption, 16! m.p.g.
12-volt lighting set cuts in at 10 m.p.h.

Weight: 42 cwt.

Price, with six-seven-seater saloon body, £1,195.

27 FEET from 25 M.P.H. ‘

Brake Test Figure

retarded to obtain such
slow running as 2z m.p.h.
on top without jerkiness,
but if the ignition control
be handled intelligently the
smoothness in picking up is
reminiscent of that of
steam engine.

At no engine speed is
there any noticeable vibra-
tion, while there is very
little noise beyond that
from the carburetter,
which may be described
more as a roar than as a
hiss. The absence of fuss
at all speeds renders the
car delightful to handle,
and as the controls are
well placed and do not call
for more than a normal
amount of effort to operate
them, the driver experi-
ences no fatigue after a
long day’s run.

The steering, in fact, is
particularly light, although
it is not for these days low
geared, two turns of the
wheel moving the front
wheels from one full lock
to the other. As there is
ample caster action the
steering  straightens up
automatically after a
corner, and therefore re-
lieves the driver of effort.

Another matter in which
the car excels is in the

smoothness of the four wheel brakes, which are operated
by Dewandre servo mechanism, and require but little
pressure on the brake pedal. The brake test figure of
27 feet from a speed of 25 m.p.h. on a wet road is good
for a car weighing over two tons. but even in stopping
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sc rapidly there is no vestige of harshness. At higher
speeds the brakes seem correspondingly powerful and
just as progressive.

Thanks to the efficiency of the brakes, the rapid ac-

celeration, and the useful turn of speed, the car can
put up a high average over a give and take road, and
as the suspension, by means of long half-elliptic springs
and hydraulic shock absorbers, is efficient in smoothing
out road inequalities the car holds the road well.

Gear Changing.

On hills there is, of course, ample power, and on
gradients of 1 in 10 one can slow to a crawl and then
accelerate quite swiftly without changing from top. Fast
climbs of slightly steeper gradients can be made on
third gear, while on a hill of 1 in 6} second gear will
take the big saloon over the crest at a comfortable 25
m.p.-h.  While the gear change is not exactly difficuit

it is not quite the easy change which distinguished the

older Mercédes cars. A quiet upward change from
second to third, and third to top, is accomplished by a
fairly rapid movement of the gear lever, while in
changing down by double declutching one is at first de-
ceived by the smoothness and the rapid response of the
eight-cylinder engine to the accelerator and is inclined
to speed up too much.

Not the least interesting feature from the owner-driver’s
point of view is the ease of maintenance, for the whole
chassis is lubricated automatically by a pump and dis-
tributor valve, driven from the gear box, which delivers
oil through pipes to every point. This method was first
introduced on the two-litre chassis a year or so ago, and

-has since proved very reliable and efficient. Naturally

it reduces wear of the minor moving parts.

In all respects the coachwork is in keeping with the
character of the chassis, for it has good lines and is roomy
and comfortable. The six-seater saloon, which was
placed at the disposal of The Autocar for test by British
Mercédes-Benz, Ltd., 37, Davies Street, W.1, is of the
four-door six-light type, and all six lights are provided
with winders. The main seat is particularly comfort-
able, and has a round detachable cushion which acts
as a centre arm-rest ; this can be removed so that there
is then accommodation for three on the main seat,
making the car a seven-seater. Two occasional seats
fold into the partition, which has two fixed glasses and
a sliding central glass. Roller blinds are fitted to all tite
lights of the rear compartment, and a roller blind glare
guard is also provided behind the single-panel screen.

Interior Lighting.

The interior equipment is very complete, and a case
in point is the arrangement of a roof light and two
corner lights controlled by a single rotary switch, so that
various combinations of lighting can be obtained. The
equipment of the chassis also leaves nothing to be de-
sired, and not only is there a gauge on the instrument
board to indicate the amount of fuel in the large rear
tank but a reserve supply is also arranged.

In short, this latest Mercédeés-Benz production is de-
cidedly impressive by reason of its smoothness, liveli-
ness, and the high degree of comfort it affords, while in
view of the size and general specification it is by no
means highly priced.

14 h.p. HILLMAN SUNSHINE SALOON.

Certain Advantages of Two Types of Bodies Combined in One Design.

HE 14 hp. fourcylinder Hillman

saloon has undoubtedly achieved

great popularity because it is exactly
the type of car which best suits the needs
of the average motorist, and because the
sliding roof does in fact make the car suit-
able for the best weather of summer as
well as for the worst that winter can do.
That a compromise of this kind is desirable
goes without saying, since nothing but a
saloon can be used regardless of circum-
stances in such weather as lately experi-
enced. Yet there are few saloons which
do not give their occupants an impression
of being ““caged in’’ on a really hot
summer day.

The Hillman body actually is very good. The roof
can be unlocked and slid back by the driver while the
car is moving, and can be returned to normal also
while the car is under way, only one hand being
needed for the operation. Since only half of the roof
slides, the rear passengers are not made to feel so
free as are the occupants of the front seats, but that
is a matter of comparatively small moment, since a
car often carries but two people. The seats are com-
fortable, those in front being independent and adjust-
able over a considerable range. Each front seat is
1ft. 8in. wide, while the rear seit, which is fixed, has
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a cushion 3ft. 10in. wide, and has ample
leg room, by reason of recesses under-
- neath the backs of the front seats,

All four doors have locks, one being
provided with a key so that the car is
secure when the windows and screen are
closed. As it is of fabric type, the body
is very quiet and quite free from rattle,
nor, as far as the design is concerned, does
it seem likely that the sliding portion of
the roof will leak after. long service.

Because the radiator and bonnet have
been redesigned, the car now looks even
larger than before; really it is an excep-
tionally large car with a relatively small
engine. The best cruising speed is somewhere about
30 m.p.h., and the engine is very flexible considering
that it is a four-cylinder ; it is not specially quiet, but it
is not unduly harsh, and the performance figures speak
for themselves.

There does not seem to be very much effective caster
action, though probably the average driver would not
be unduly critical on this point, since the steering is
light and the car handles well. The gear change is
easy, the pedals are widely spaced, and, though the
brakes of the car tested—placed at the disposal of The
Autocar by Rootes, Ltd., Devonshire House, Piccadilly,
W.1—undoubtedly needed some adjustment, at all
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